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Morin ROSS; 


ws in 5 of a Man. ſerved 26 4 Fot- gelle 

and Dragton in the ſeveral Cimpaigns under King 
William and the Duke of MargBoroVon, 
And gave ſuch ſignal Proofs of her,Courage, Strength, 
3 0 Dunterity, as forpriz'd the Whole Army; for 
5 which ſhe, was often honoured with Preſents from 
the General Officets, 'and-afterwatds made a Pen- 

+ fioner- of Ch#lea- Callege by Queen Any, where 

1 * ſmhe continued till her „ * 1 coagentt 

3 7, 1739. ir 
The Whole being interſperſed with a conciſe Account: 
"of King e and en ANNE's War: S 
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CHARACTER 
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Mr Cnnrorian Davivs. + 


18 Chriſtian Dorit 3 rd 
- Mother 'Roſs, was perhaps the moſt ro- 
markable Perſon that this or any other 
Nation ever produc'd. In her Youth! ſhe diſ- 
cover d the trueſt Sentiments of Honour and 
Virtue, which: ſhe cultivated and improved by 
a long Courſe of Experience and Obſervation. 
If we paſs ovet her once yielding to Mr. Hotel's 
pre Ning Solicitations (or which the natural 

eakneſs of her Sex — the Strength of the 
T emptation may be ſome Excuſe) we' ſhall find 


the reſt of her Character without a Stain. 'View 
her in a married State: What can be a greater 


Proof of the ſincereſt Affection for her Huſ- 
band, than leaving her native Country, croſſing 


the Seas, and going through all the Fatigues 


and Hazards of a military Life in ſearch of 
him? After ſhe has found him, how inſepara- 


bly does ſhe attend him whether his Duty calls 


him, and expoſe herfelf to a thouſand Dangers 


merely to be near his Perſon! How immode- 


rately does ſhe lament his Death, and even pre- 


judice her own Health and endanger her Life 


_ by indulging an exceſſive Grief on that Occa- 
fon! When her Sex is diſcover'd, how fre- 
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iv Character of Mrs. Daviss. 


quently ĩs her Virtue put to the Trial, but re- 
mains proof againſt all diſhonourable Attempts, 
even from Perſons of the; higheſt Rank and 
Character! On her Return to her native Coun- 
try, what an affecting Scene does her Interview 
with her aged Mother afford us! inſomuch that 
whilſt we behold the Parent and the Daughter 
mingling their Tears of Joy together, we can 
ſcarce forbear weeping with them. The moſt 
lively Deſcriptions our Novels and Romances 
wm us of great and virtuous Lallies, arè but a ; 
int Reſemblance of this extraordinary Wo- 
man, who was in reality all that Fancy and 
Fiction have attributed to others. In Mrs. Da- 


vie we find Characters united, which in her 
Sex would be thought incompatible, did not 


her Example convince us of the contrary; She 
was à brave Soldier, a tender Mother, an af- 
fectionate Wife, a true Lover of her Country, ee 
and a Pattern of Patience under à continued 7. 
Series of Misfortunnes. In ſhort; ſhe was an 
Honour to the fair aA 1 highly in 
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AH 0. many or in * 
following Hiſtory may 4 a 


ßpefear very extraordinary a 


even incredible to thoſe uh were 
never acquainted with: M. rs. Davies. 


and her manner of Life, yet I muſt. * 
eg Leave 10 aſſure my Readers, 
hat ] have had ſo grit a Regard, 
o Truth and Impartiality tbrough 
he whole Piece, that nothing is in- 
erted but what I either knew iny- 
elf to be Fad, or had from Au 
borities which I thought unqueſtion- 
able. And in order to male tbe 
iſory Jer more complear, and to 
A 3 remove 


if PREFACE. 


remove any Objection that might be 
made to the Truth of it, Ĩ have 
carefully compar d it with av Ac- 
count that was talen from her own 
Mouth at ſeveral times 9 
was at Chelſea, then corrected by 
ſome! Memoirs ſbe left behind ber, 
and publiſb d ſoon after her Death. 
But I think no Gentleman can 
queſtion the Authority of this Hi- 
fry, *who ba had "the leaſt Ac- 
- quaintance' with the Officers of the 
Army under whom ſpe ſerv' d, or 
= converſant with tbe News- 
pers of that Time, which all a- 
boon with the ſurpr ſing Exploits : 
our undaunted Heroine. Mor 
7 can any Reaſon be aſſign d, 
why we ſhould not as readily giv 
Credit to what is related of her Va 


Aw 


[ TY AF +» 


lour abroad, as to that Account 
(which no body doubts) of her at- 
tac bi ng the Hi ee man on be / 
| Road to Weſt Cheſter, ſhooting him 


ang: 


rs *V 


At- 


her| ſumed that of ber own: But he 8 
517 greatly repented having parted with 


-PREFACE wi 
and carrying off. his Horſe to. Co- 


ventry, which was afterwards given 
her by the Mayor of that City, with 
the Thanks of ha Tnhabitants, and 
a handſome Collection of Money in- 
to the bargain. . 

The greateſt Objeckion that I have 
heard ; "603 againſt her living % 
long in the Army undiſcover d, is 
the Difficulty of per forming a cer- 
tain natural Office, which Hol- 
diers are obliged to do, not only 


Aanding, but frequently in publick, 


and even at the Head of a Regi- 


ment. However, Mrs. Davies ea- 


fily accompliſh'd this by means of a 


Silver Tube painted over, and faſl- 
en'd about her with Leather Straps. 


This urinary Inſtrument our Flero- 


ine ſold in Flanders for ſeven Piſ- 
zoles, after ſhe had thrown off the 
Habit of the Male Sex, and re- 
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this uncommon Im Plement when "ſhe 
came to England; where, by the 
prodigious C accu e of People that 
came daily to ſee her, ſhe found that 
a good Bivelybood mi gbt have been 
pn by aue it at 4 Cup a= 
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IRIS TIAN DAvIEsõ. 
. ＋ 1 01 20 B01; N : 
VH E was born in Dublin, in the Lear 
8 1667; her Father was a Malſter and 
Brewer, and her Mother occupied a Farm 
of 801. per Anmum. They were both of 
them People of Prudence, Induſtry, and good 
Oeconomy, were very tender of their Daugh- 
ter, and ſpar'd no Expence in her Education, 
though ſhe made not the beſt Uſe of their Care 
in that reſpect. She learn'd to read, and be- 
came a good Needle-Woman, but was of too 
active a Diſpoſition to live a ſedentary Life; 
for which reaſon ſne choſe to be almoſt always 
at the Farm aſſiſting her Mother, where ſhe 
was never better pleaſed than when following 
the Plough, or yfing the Rake,  Flail, or ſuch» 
like Inſtruments, which ſhe could manage with 
Sen | near 


— —U —— —— — — : 4 


ſion, which they did in ſuch a Manner as 
his Lordſhip his defir'd Entertainment, 


— — — — 


10 The BrrTisn Heroine, or 
near as much Strength and Skill as her Mo- 


- - ther's Men-Servants. At the Age of Eighteen 


ſhe would often mount aſtride on horſeback, 
without Bridle or Saddle, and leap over Hedges 


and Ditches, with many other adventurous 


Pranks and Exploits, 7 what was com- 
mon for her Sex and 
Her Undauntedneſs at this Age may be 
gueſs'd at from one Incident, which for that 
Reaſon may be worth relating. She with four 
of her Companions were one Day rolling them- 
ſelves down-hill Heels over Head, when a cer- 
_ Earl paſſing by in his Coach aw (through 
quick-ſet Hedge) the odd Manner of their 
Diverſion, and ſtop'd his Coach to be a Spe- 
ator of ſo unuſual a Farce; but they obſerv- 
ing him, deſiſted from the indecent Paſtime, 
(the youngeſt being Seventeen) which the Earl 


taking notice of, call'd to them and promis'd 


each f them a Crown to continue the Diver- 
ve 


he 


gave them the promis'd Reward. =» 

The firſt notable Indication of her martial 
Genius was i in the Year 1685, about the Be- 
inning of Auguſt ; when being on a Wheat- 
eek about 5 Feet high, and ſeeing the 
Proceſſion of Judges, Magiſtrates, and Heralds 
attended with Drums, Trumpets, and other 
Muſick, going to proclaim King James, ſhe 
was ſo affected therewith, that ſhe immediately 
leap'd off the Reek, and jump'd clean over a 
five-barr'd Gate that ſtood in the way, to make 
a ſpeedy Acceſs to ſo unuſual, ſo tranſporting 


a hs ht, for ſhe * every Perſon in the 
ew Parade 
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Parade could be no leſs than a Prince, or 3 


very great Perſonage.- 
Nothing memorable occurs of our Heroine 


till the Time of King James's Expulſion from 
the Throne by King William; who in that diſ- 
treſs'd and fugitive State was oblig'd to retreat 
to his IriſþSubjefts for Succour. They very 
readily 1 his Cauſe; and among others, 
Mr. Cavenaugh (the Father of Mrs. Davies) from 
an e oh Zeal and Loyalty, ſold all his 
ſtanding Corn and other valuable Effects, and 
with that Money and what he had by him, he 
raiſed a Troop of Horſe, and ſet out at the 
Head of it to join the King's Army. The 
Horſe which her Father rode was ſo fiery and 
mettleſome, that none. of the Troop durſt 
mount him; yet ſhe could feed him, take him 
up from Graſs, beſtride him in the open Field, 
and often when ſaddled ſhe would mount him, 
and draw and ſnap the Piſtols, to the Terror, 
and Amazement of her Friends. All which 
Circumſtances were early Proofs of her malcus 


line and military Genius. 


While her Father bore Arms for the 8 
it happen'd that one Sunday when her Mother 
was at Church, the neighbouring Papiſis block d 

up the Church-Door, which occaſion'd a Tu- 


. mult and Noiſe; which Mrs. Davies, who was 


then at home, hearing, and fearing leſt her Mo- 
ther ſhould receive Damage, ſhe arm'd herſelf 
with a Spit, and haſted to her Aſſiſtance; but 
being reſiſted by a Serjeant, ſhe run the Spit 
through the Calf of his Leg, and having made 
the Way clear, ſhe enter'd the Church, calfd . 
ber Mother, and deſir d ſhe would come home 
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to Dinner, for it was ready. In the Conflict 
the Miniſter, Clerk, and ſeveral other Perſons 


were wounded, and ſhe herſelf taken into Cu- 


ſtody for ſtabbing the Serjeant. But when ber 
Father's ſingular Zeal ne; Service, and the in- 
conſiſtent Male-Praftice of the Papi were re- 
preſented to the Magiſtrates, ſhe was foon ſer 
at Liberty. 

King James's Army being defeated at the 
Battle of the Boyne, the King, with the Re- 
mainder of his ſcatter d Troops, fled for Safety; 
among whom Mr. Cavenaugh, with a youn 
French Lieutenant, made the beſt of their way, 
home; but being alarm'd the next Morning 
(about three o' Clock) with the Noife of ſome 
Friends who alfo fled from the Conquerors, 
and imagining they were the victorious Forces 
of King William in Purſuit after them, they 
haſtily aroſe, took a fad Farewel of Mrs. Cave- 
zaugh, and fled with great Precipitation. | 
About twelve Months after this, News came, 


that King James's Forces were defeated at the 


Battle of Agbrim, where General Ginkle obtain'd 
a compleat Victory over General St. Ruth, in 
which Battle Mr. Cavenaugh was dangerouſly 


wounded, yet was in a fair way'of Recovery, 
and intended to return home, but the Night 


be ore, one Kelly, an Iriſb Papiſt, his Servant, 
ungratefully and treacherouſly ran away with 
bis Horſes to General Gink!e's Army. This 
vile Treatment fo affected him, that he was 
ſe;z'd with a Fever, of which he'foon after 
died. And * Mrs. Cavenaugh, during 
her Huſband's Illneſs, had prochr a: Pardon 
| | he for 
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for him, yet notwithſtanding this the Govern- 
ment ſeiz'd upon all his Effects. 

Aſter the Battle of Aghrim the Engliſh laid 
Siege to Limerick. Captain Bodeaux, who fled 
with Mr. Cavenaugb from the Battle of the 
Boyne, behav'd with ſingular Gallantry, inſo- 
much that he was admir'd and his Death la- 
mented even by his Enemies, who, upon ſtrip- 

g che brave Officer, found, to their great 
—.— that it was a . who had „ 

ſuch Proofs of an invincible Courage. _ 
ads Wu do not think it improper here, to wo 
a, ſhort Account of the Beginning and Progreſs 
of che Wars in-1reland, collected by Mr. To- 
mas: Horwel, the fatal Robber of our Heroine's 
Innocence and Honour, as will be mention'd 
hereafter; which the Reader may take in his 
own Words. t! 

When Kiog Wi liam and Queen Mary. * 
Polleſſion .of ,the Throne, there was yet no 
War declar d againſt France: But the Revep- 
tion of King James tho Second at that Court, 
and the tranſporting, foreign Troops into Ire. 
land to aſſiſt the Jacobitos, who began to ap- 
pear in open Rebellion, made it neceſſary to 
proclaim War againſt Leis XIV. Therefore 

on Friday, April 26, 1689, the Commons made 
For following * to his Aer at winged 
Mi oy, | 6 ,yid X 
in We your Majeſty" s moſt loyal * xg 
&;ful1 Suhlects, the Commons, in this preſent 
, Parhament aſſembled, moſt; humbb lay be- 
@ fore yeur Majeſty our earneſt. Deſire, that 
<<. your " Majeſty. would be pleaſed to take into 
«, Tau moſt ſerious Conſideration, the de- 
0 & ſtructive 


2 * The BRTTIsHR HEROTNR, or | 
« ſtructive Methods of late taken by the French 
« King, againſt the Trade, Quiet, and Intereſt 
& of this your Kingdom; and particularly, the 


Nb. preſent Invaſion of the Kingdom of Ireland, 


* and ſupporting your Majeſty's rebellious Sub- 
4 jects there: Not doubting in the leaſt, but 
«< that, through your Majeſty's Wiſdom, the 
« Alliances already made, with ſuch as may 
e hereafter be concluded, on this Occafion, by 
« your Majeſty, may be effectual to reduce the 
« French King to ſuch a Condition, that it may 
* not be in his Power hereafter to violate the 
« Peace of Chriſtendom, nor prejudice the 
« Trade or Proſperity of this your Majeſty's 
« Kingdom. To this End we moſt humbly 
A beſeech your Majeſty to reſt aſſured, upon 
< this our ſolemn and hearty Engagement, that 
4 when your Majeſty ſhall think fit to enter 
« into a War againſt the French King, we will 


4 give your Majeſty ſuch Aſſiſtance in a Par- 


4 ſiamentry Way, as may enable your Ma- 
« jeſty (under that Protection and Bleſſing God 
« Almighty has ever afforded you) to ſupport 
* and go through witk the ſame, 
His Majeſty gave a gracious Anſwer, and on 
the 7th War was declared. againſt France 
in the uſual Forms. But the firſt Stroke was 
given before this Proclamation, by the Eugliſ 
and French Fleets in Bantry Bay, a Harbour in 
the Province of | Munſter in Ireland; of which 
we cannot give a better Account than the fol- 
lowing Letter from on board his Majeſty's 
Ship the Elizabeth, dated May 2, 1689. 
Admiral Herbert (afterwards Earl of Tor- 
*« tington) having refitted at Miford Haven, 
| | FEY 0 the 


& the Damages which ſome of his Ships had 
s ſuſtained, by ill Weather, on the Coaſt of 
* freland, intended to have gone directly to 
* Breſt: But the Wind coming Eaſterly, which 
might bring the French Fleet out, he ſtood 
on the 24th paſt over to Kingſale, which he 
* judg*d the moſt likely Courſe to meet them. 
On the 29th our Scouts made a Signal that 


« they diſcover'd a Fleet, keeping their Wind; 


% which made us likewiſe keep ours all Night, 
*'to hinder their getting into Kinz/ale. The 
* 20th we heard the Enemy were gone into 

altimore,” being forty- four Sail: whereupon 
ve bore away towards that Place, but we 
found there no Signs of them: But in the 
Evening our Scouts got ſight of them again 


to the Weſtward of Cape Clare. We ſteerd 


«after them, and found they were got into 
« Bantry, We lay off the Bay all Night, and 


* the next Morning, by Break of Day, ſtood 


« in, when we found them to an Anchor. 
They got preſently under Sail, and bore 


« down upon us in a Line, compos d of twenty- 


« eight Men of War and five Fireſhips. When 
they came within Muſket-ſhot of the De- 
« fiance, the headmoſt of our Ships, the French 
Admiral put, out the Signal of Battle, which 
« was begun by them, firing great and ſmall 
Shot at the Defance, and the reſt as we 
„came up in our Line. We made ſeveral 
“Boards to gain the Wind, or at leaſt to en- 
„gage them cloſer: But finding that way of 
« working very diſadvantageous, Admiral Her- 
bert ſtood off to Sea, as well to have got 
our Ships into a Line, as to have gained the 


« Wine 
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„ Wind of the Enemy; but found them ſo 
V cautious in bearing down, that we could ne- 
ver get an Opportunity to do it; ſo conti- 
« nued battering upon a Stretch till five in the 
p Afternoon, when the French Admiral tack'd 
from us, and ſtood farther into the Bay. Ad- 
* wiral Herbert's Ship, and ſome hy the reſt, 
being diſabled in their Rigging, we could 
© not follow them, but we . > Bar ſome 
«time longer before the Bay, and our Admiral 
« 4 ob: them a Gun at parting. In this Action, 
« aptain George, Aylmer, of = Portland, with 
1 one Lieutenant and 94 . were 2 
and about 250 wounded, e 
« Survey taken after the 2 Sh — 
4 receiy 4 little or no Damage, except in their 
Sails and Rigging. As for our Others and 
* Seamen, this Right m mh done them, 


that they 'behay*d: themſelves with all the 
8 bes 4 — Chearfulneſs that eould be ex- 
Hed {ro om the braveſt Men: And. on, 75 

« ATE * without leſſening the Enemy, i 

% may be; faid,.. that they „ 
4 55 or Skill to make uſe of the 7 
« tage of the Place, the Wind, their Fireſhips, 
e and their being at leaſt double our Force; 
ec for they had eighteen 2 the, leaſt where- 
« of was as big as the Elizabeth.” And it ſo 
22 . chat. at the Time of this En- 
Admiral Herbert had with him 
C. A Rates, ten Fen Rates, one 

1 fi K e, and two Tenders. 

his was * firſt Engagement at Sea. We 
ſhall now go to the Siege of, Londonderry, 
where King We fat down with a powerful 
| Army ; ; 


15 
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Army; the Sight of which caſt ſuch a Terror 
in the Minds of the Governor and ſeveral Of- 


ficers, that they were for ſurrendring that im- 
rtant Place: But the couragious Dr. George 
Walker, who had raiſed a Regiment for Defence 


of the Proteſtants, (after the Governor had pri- 


vately made his Eſcape) was unanimouſly choſen 
in his Room to defend the Town, though very 
ill provided for a Siege. They held out brave- 
ly for many Months, and. were reduced to ſuch 
Extremity for Want of Proviſions, that they 
were obliged to feed upon Horſe-fleſh, Dogs, 
Cats, Rats, and Mice. They had but two 

Days of ſach ſorry Food left, when timely” Suc- 
cour arriv'd from England; which the Enemy 
perceiving, they rais'd the Siege in Deſpair. 


The Day before the Siege was rais'd,. a Party 
of 2000 Proteſtants met 6000 of the rebel Iriſb, 


flew and drown'd in the Shannon above 3000, 


and took their General Priſoner. - The brave 


Doctor embark'd for England. where he receiv*d 
the Thanks of the Houſe of Commons for his 
noble Defence, and had a handſome Gratuity. 
On the 14th of June 1690, King William ar- 
riv'd at Carrick- Fergus, from whence he march'd 
to the Battle of the Boyne, at the Head of 
36,000 regular Troops. King James the Se- 
cond was there before him with the like Num- 
ber of Forces. While King William was view- 


ing the Poſture of the Enemy, he was wounded 


on the Shoulder by a Cannon- Ball. IIis Offi- 
cers crowding about him, the Enemy thought 
he was kill'd, and gave a general Shout thro? 
their Army for Joy of his Death; and the 
News not only flew to Dublin, but Fires of re- 


joicing 
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joicing were made even at Paris for the falſe 
_ Tidings. The Night before the Battle, his 
Majeſty rid through the Ranks of the Army 
by Torch-Light, encouraging his Troops, who 
ſeem'd to promiſe him the Victory. The 1ſt 
of July both Armies prepar'd for Battle. On 
the very Onſet the Duke of Schomberg was kill'd 
upon the Spot; and the valiant Defender of 
Londonderry, Dr. Walker, loſt his Life by a 
Wound in the Belly, The Fight was doubtful 
for ſeveral Hours; fax at laſt the Facobites were 
put to a general Flight. King James retir'd to 
Dublin; but not thinking himſelf ſecure there, 
he went to Waterford, took ſhipping in a Veſ- 

ſel provided for his Retreat if vanquiſh'd, and 
once more arriv'd ſafely at St. Germain s in 

France, the Place of his former Reſidence, 

where we ſhall leave him to follow the For- 
tunes of his Conqueror. He enter'd Dublin by 
the Invitation of the Inhabitants, who chearfully 
ſubmitted to him. 

In ſhort, after many Victories gain'd by King 

William, Ireland ſecm'd to be reduced to his 
Obedience; but was not totally ſubdued till af- 
ter the bloody Battle of Agbrim, where the 
brave St. Ruth, General of the Enemy, was kill'd 
with a Cannon-Ball. His Death facilitated the 
Engliſh Conqueſt; and all the Towns in re- 
land, in poſſeſſion of the Jacobites, ſoon after 
ſurrender*'d to the victorious King. But to re- 
turn from this Digreſſion. | 
Mrs. Davies having attain'd to the Age of 
4 Maturity, and being a buxom ſprightly Laſs, 
1 ſhe ſoon began to be taken notice of by the 
| young Men, In particular, Mr. Thomas mo 
whom 


LOG 
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whom we have lately mention'd, a Student and 
Fellow of Dublin College, (her ſecond Couſin) 
view'd her with an amorous Eye, ſoon made 
warm Love to her, and continued his Addreſſes 
with great Aſſiduity for two Years; and tho” 
ſhe had a good Opinion of him, yet having 
no Fortune to bring him, ſhe objected the Ha- 
zard of Poverty and Ruin, which would pro- 
bably attend their marrying in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, and therefore deſired him to deſiſt and 
give over his Amour, but to no purpoſe; for 
he endeavour'd to obviate Objections by ſpe- 
cious Promiſes, and puſh'd the Affair with 
greater Solicitation and Urgency than uſual, 
One Day particularly finding her alone in the 
Houſe making the Beds, he took the Oppor- 
tunity, and after many endearing Expreſſions, 
warm Embraces, and ardent Kiſſes, with Vows 
of eternal Conſtancy in Marriage, obtain'd 
Leave to rifle her Charms in the moſt ſenſible 
manner, and to deprive her of that which is 
Juſtly eſteem'd the greateſt Pride and Glory of 

irgins, and ought to be preferv'd with as 
much Caution and Concern as Life itſelf. He 
ſtaid not long after he had perpetrated a Deed 
which overwhelm'd her with the deepeſt Me- 
lancholy, Anxiety, and Shame; and of which 
though ſhe ſincerely repented, yet could ſhe 
never appear in thoſe eaſy and pleaſing Airs 
which were natural to her virgin Innocence, 
Her Countenance fell, her Stomach faiPd her, 
and all about her took notice of her Melancho- 
ly and Sadneſs: Her Mother often enquir'd the 
Cauſe of ſuch unuſual Grief ; but ſhe gave-eva- 
five Anſwers, and only requeſted that ſhe might 
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quit 
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quit her Houſe : This her Mother readily + 
greed to, hoping a Change of Air and Compa- 
ny might do her good; ſo ſent her to her 
Aunt's, who kept a Publick Houſe in Dublin. 
Here ſhe often ſaw her young Student, but 
_ avoided him with the greateſt Deteſtation and 

Hatred: But finding that no ill Conſequence 
attended the criminal Amour, her Melancholy 
began to wear off, and ſhe recover'd her Colour 
and Chearfuineſs of Temper. She liv'd with 
her Aunt four Years, and behav'd fo well and 
dutifully, that when her Aunt died ſhe left her 
all ſhe had, and in Poſſeſſion of her Houſe well 
furniſh*'d and well accuſtom'd. 

In this Situation ſhe thought herſelf the hap- 
pieſt Perſon in Life, enjoy'd the Height of 
Ambition, and had not a Wiſh to make ; but 
Love, that conſtant Diſturber of human Feli- 
City, began afreſh to invade her Heart, and to 
interrupt her Tranquillity. Richard Welch, a 
Servant of her Aunt, and now her own, was 
the Perſon ſhe lov'd to fee and hear above all 
Men; and though her Pride and Regard for 
her Sex prevented her making the firſt Over- 
ture, yet ſhe found Means to let Richard know 
(by the Interpoſition of a Female Friend) that 
he was more in the good Graces of his Miſtreſs 
than he was aware of; and it was inſinuated 
withal, that if he could have Courage to make 
the Attack, he would very probably. carry her, 
and inſtead of being Servant, might eaſily be- 
come Maſter of the Houſe. [Richard was very 
glad to hear this; but objected, if there ſhould 
be a Miſtake, his Miſtreſs would reſent the bold 


Attempt, and he ſhould loſe a good Place. His 
Friend 


- 
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Friend told him that ſhe knew almoſt enough 
of the Matter to promiſe him Succeſs, but cer- 
tainly that he ſhould be no Loſer by it. Ri- 
chard promiſed to follow her Advice, and ac- 
cordingly took the firſt Opportunity to pay his 
Reſpects to his Miſtreſs in the Style of a Lover; 
and this he did in ſuch Terms, and in fo pro- 

ra Manner, as ſtill more endear'd him to 

er; though ſhe pretended to be very much 
ſurprized at his Aſſurance, and bad him mind 
the Buſineſs of the Houſe, and not her, which 
would better become him. Richard begs Par- 
don, but ſtill plies his Miſtreſs with all the Rhe- 
torick of Love, who makes all the Returns of 
Scorn and Denial which Honour and Cuſtom 
require from a Miſtreſs and a Maiden in ſuch a 
Caſe: But this ſhe took care to do always in 
ſuch a manner, as rather encouraged than diſ- 
hearten'd Richard from continuing his Ad- 


dreſſes. But not to dwell long upon a ſhort 


Courtſhip, Richard repeated his Proteſtations 
of Love and Sincerity every Day, and every 
Day got a little abated of her pretended Aver- 
ſion and Anger, till at the End of one Week 
only he brought his Miſtreſs to diſcover the real 
Sentiments of her Mind, and the true and ar- 
dent Paſſion ſhe had for him, by conſenting to 
marry him ; which the did forthwith, and was 
applauded inſtead of being reproach'd by her 
beft Friends for the prudent Choice ſhe had 
made of a Huſband. Richard prov'd a tender, 
careful, and obliging one; and, as he promis'd, 
left his Wife as much Miſtreſs of her Effects as 
ihe was when ſingle. Thus they liv'd a happy 
Pair for four Years, in which Time fhe had 
; B 3 tw9 
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two fine Boys, and was big of a third Child; 
when the fickle Goddeſs, to ſhew herſelf ever 
variable, reverſed their bliſsful State, with a 
Fate not more grievous and inſupportable, than 
it was ſurprizingly odd and caſual, The Caſe 
was this: 
Alderman Foreſt in James- Street furniſh'd 
them with Beer, and Mr. Welch went one Day 
thither to pay him about Fifty Pounds, 
but, contrary to Cuſtom, return'd not all that 
Day, which greatly ſurpriz'd his Wife. Her 
Uneaſineſs increaſed as it grew darker; and 
hearing now News of him, ſhe concluded he 
mult neceſſarily be murder'd for the Money 
which he carried with him. Thus ſhe grew 
outragious, and ſent People every way to find 
him, but all to no purpoſe; no Mr. Welch 
could be found: All they could hear was, that 
he had paid the Money, and left the Alder- 
man's Houſe with another Gentleman who had 
been there in Compagy with him. This Gen- 
tleman ſhe at once Sneluded muſt have mur- 
der'd him out of ſome private Pique, and con- 
vey'd away his Body. | 
Fer Grief now for the Loſs of her Huſband 
| (for all Search prov'd vain) was equal to the 
tender Affection ſhe bore him, and made her 
- unfit for her Buſineſs, which ſhe therefore truſted 
to one ſhe thought her Friend, who indeed 
prov'd very baſe and unfaithful. | 
Time having ſomewhat mollifed her Grief, 
and Richard been abſent near a Twelvemonth, 
and conſequently given over for dead, his Wife 
bought Mourning for herſelf and Children, and 
again took upon her the Care of the _ 
| which 
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which ſhe had no ſooner done, than ſhe receiv'd 
the following Letter from her Huſband. 


Dear CarSTIAN, 
HIS is the twelfth Letter I have ſent you 
without receiving any Anſwer ; which would 
both ſurprize and very much grieve me, did I not 
flatter myſelf that your Silence proceeds from the 
Miſcarriage of my Letters. It is from this Opi- 
nion that I repeot the Account of my ſudden and 
unpremeditated Departure, and the Reaſon of my 
having enlifted for a Soldier. It was my Mi 
fortune, when I went out to pay the Alderman the 
fifty Pounds, to meet Enſign Cm, who having 
ormerly been my School-fellow, would accompany 
me to the Alderman's Houſe , from whence we 
went, at his Requeſt, and took a hearty Bottle at 
the Tavern, where he paid the Reckoning. Having 
got a little too much Wine in my Head, I was ea- 
fily perſuaded to go on board a Veſſel that carried 
Recruits, and take a Bowl of Punch, which I 
did in the Captain's Cabbin, where being pretty 
much intoxicated, I was not ſenſible of what was 
doing upon Deck. In the Interim, the Wind 
ſprang up fair, the Captain ſet fail with what 
Recruits were on board, and we had ſo quick a 
Paſſage, that we reached Helvoetſluys before I 
had recover d from the Effefts of Liquor, It is 
impoſſible for me to paint the Diſorder I «vas in, 
finding myſelf thus divided from my dear Wife and 
Children, landed on a ſtrange Shore, without Mo- 
ney or Friends to ſupport me. I rav'd, tore my 
Hair, and curs'd my drunken Folly, which had 
brought upon me this terrible Misfortune, which 
I thought to remedy by getting a Ship to carry me 


— back, 
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back, but there was none to be found. The Er- 
ien, who poſſibly did not intend me this Injury, 
did all he could to comfort me, and adviſed me to 
make a Virtue of Neceſſity, and take on in ſome 


Regiment. My being deſtitute and unknown com- 


pelled me to follsw his Advice, though with the 
greateſt Reluctance; and I now am, though much 
againſt my Inclination, a private Centinel in Lord 
O-----y's Regiment of Foot, where I fear I muſt 
paſs the Remainder of a wretched Life, under the 
deepeſt Afliction for my being depriv'd of the Com- 
fort I enjoy'd while bleſſed with you and my dear 
Babies, if Providence, in bis Mercy, does not re- 
lieve me; the Hopes of which, and of once em- 
bracing thoſe who alone engroſs my tendereſt Af- 
fection, you, my deareſt Chriſtian, and my poor 
Children, make me endeauour te ſupport my Mi 
fortune, and preſerve a Life which, without you, 
would be too miſerable to be worth the Care of 


Your unfortunate, . 
but ever-loving Huſband, 
_ RIchARD WIch. 


Upon reading this Letter ſhe was quite ſtu- 
pefied, and ſtood without Motion; and not be- 
ing able to weep through an Exceſs of Grief, 
ſhe gave a ſudden Shriek, and fell down, with- 
out any Signs of Life remaining in her. But 
being brought to her Senſes and Speech by the 
kind Aſſiſtance of her Friends and Neighbours, 
ſhe burſt into a Fload of Tears; when being 
aſk'd the Occaſion of this ſudden Grief, ſhe for 
ſome time anſwer'd nothing but, O my dear 
Richard, muft I never ſee thee more? She ſtill 
Pry continued 
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continued in violent Agonies, and frequently 
fainted away; ſo that ſome of her Friends, not 
thinking it proper to leave her alone, watch'd 
with her all Night. As they were getting her 
to Bed, her Letter dropp'd, which they had 
the Curioſity to read, and thereby learnt the 
Cauſe of her Diſtraction. They endeavour'd to 
comfort her, but to no purpoſe; nor had ſhe 
any Reſt all that Night. In the Morning ſhe 
came to a Reſolution to diſguiſe her Sex, by 
putting on one of her Huſband's Suits of 
Cloaths, and to go directly for Flanders in ſearch 
of him. She accordingly ſet about preparing 
every thing neceſſary for ſuch a Journey, left 
her eldeſt Son with her Mother, and put to 
Nurſe that which was born after her Huſband's 
Departure; her ſecond Son being dead. She 
likewiſe let her Houſe, and left her Goods with 
ſome Friends who had ſpare Houſe- room. Ha- 
ving thus order'd her Affairs, ſhe cut off her 
Hair, put on her Huſband's Cloaths, a Hat 
and Wig, and a Silver-hilted Sword : And con- 
ſidering it was contrary to Law to export above 
five Pounds out of the Kingdom, ſhe quilted 
fifty Guineas in the Waiſtband of her Breeches, 
and ſo carried it away without Suſpicion. 
Thus provided, and being deſirous of getting 
to Holland as ſoon as poſſible, ſhe repair'd to 
the Rendezvous of an Enſign who was then 
beating up for Recruits, and offer'd him her 
Service to go againſt the French, out of © Zeal 
for King William and her Country. The Hopes 
of ſoen meeting with her Huſhand added a 
Sprightlineſs to her Look, which recommend- 
ed -her to the Officer, who preſently _— 
x | 1 
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her, and order'd her to be enroll'd, by the 
Name of Chriftopher Welch, in a Company of 
Foot, in the Regiment commanded by the 
Marquis de Piſare. 


Our Heroine, with the reſt of the Recruits, 


were ſoon ſhipp'd for Holland, arriv'd ſafe at 
Milliamſtadt, and from thence march'd to Gor- 
kum, were they had their Regimentals given 
them, and the next Day proceeded forward to 
Landen, where incorporated in their reſpective 
Regiments, and join'd the grand Army, which 
was in Expectation of a general Battle, the 
Enemy being very near them. Having been 
accuſtom'd to Soldiers when a Girl, ſhe very 
ſoon was perfect in her Exerciſe, and applauded 
by the Officers for her Dexterity in going 

rough it. dey 

_ after her Arrival at Landen, ſhe was 
order'd on the Night-Guard, and poſted at the 
Bedchamber Door of the Elector of Hanover. 
Before ſhe was reliev'd, the French drew nearer, 
and were engaged by ſome Troops of the Al- 
lies. The roaring of the Cannon, and the 
rattling of the ſmall Shot, was unuſual and 
therefore terrible Muſick to our Female Soldier. 
Her Fear however was ſoon over; and being 
order'd by Lord Cholmondeley to repair inſtantly 
to her Regiment, in her Way ſhe receiv*d a 
Wound from a Muſket-Ball, which wg on 
her Leg, but did not hurt the Bone. My Lord 

reſſed his Concern, and order'd her to be 


carried off the Field. | 
A ſhort Account of this Battle of Landen 


may not be diſagreeable to our Readers, fince || 


Mbly they will not find one more 1mpartial. 
pollivly they = pa "The 
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The Duke of Luxembourg having inveſted 


Huy the 18th of Fuly, 1693; King William, 
to make a Diverſion, detached the Prince of 


Wirtemberg with twenty Battalions and forty 


Squadrons, which forced the French Lines in 
Flanders, and put the Country under Contribu- 
tion. This Detachment, and another the King 
had ſent off to cover Liege, greatly wean 


| his Army. Luxembourg, who had juſt carried 


Huy, drew together all his Forces, as if he had 
a Deſign upon Liege; and on the 28th, abour 
Four in the Afternoon, preſented himſelf be- 
fore the Allies; who, being ſenſible that they 
were much the weaker, had poſted themſelves 
between the Geete and the Brook of Landen. 
The Fatigue of a long March, and the Day 
being ſo far ſpent, made him defer the Battle 
to the next Morning. This Delay gave King 
William an Opportunity to have ſecured his 
Troops, by retiring in the Night; but his Ma- 
jeſty rather choſe to wait the Enemy, and took 
all poſſible Precaution to give the French Gene- 
ral a warm Reception. | 

At Four the next Morning the French ad- 
vanced in good Order. The Battle began at 
the Village of Laar, with the Left Wing of 
the King's Army, where a terrible Slaughter 
was made. The Foot, which were poſted be- 
hind the Intrenchments, ſuffer'd the Enemy to 
advance very near to their Cannon, and then 
firing upon them, ſwept down whole Battalions, 
which lay dead in the fame Ranks and Order 
as they advanced. The French notwithſtand- 


ing made two vigorous Attacks; but their Ob- 
ſtinacy only augmenting their Loſs, they gave 


Over 
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over on that Side, and began with equal Vio- 
lence on the Right Wing, which was poſted at 
the Village of Neerlanden. Here being like- 
wiſe repuls'd, they made ſo conſiderabk a 
Movement backwards, that they ſcem'd to be 
uite ſick of the Undertaking ; but, leaving 
ome Troops to keep the main Body and the 
Right Wing in play, they march'd with the 
major Part of_ their Forces, and their Cannon, 
to the Village of Laar, to make another At- 
tack upon the Left Wing, which was both 


more vigorous and bloody than the two pre- 


ceding. The Allies defended themſelves with 
equal Bravery, till born down by Numbers, 
they were forced to abandon the Village, and 
the Ground between the Entrenchment and the 
Brook, The French Horſe having hereby an 
Opportunity to extend themſelves, trod under 
foot all that oppoſed their Paſſage, and fell upon 


the Rear of the Infantry which defended the 


Trenches. King William ſeeing all Efforts Vain, 
order*d the Retreat to be ſounded. Some few 
Corps retreated in good Order, but the reſt 
took to Flight with ſuch Precipitation, that 
the Bridge broke down, and the Enemy made 
a great Slaughter, Whole Regiments threw 
themſelves into the Geete, and ſuch Numbers 
were drown'd, that their Bodies made a Bridge 
for their flying Companions. The King, *cis 
true, loſt the Battle, with about 16,000 Men, 
ſeventy-ſix Cannon, and ninery Colours; but he 
loft nothing in point of Reputation: For Lewis 
the XIV could not help acknowledging, That 


Luxembourg had indeed attack da like a Prince 
Condé, but that the Prince of Orange had 


made 
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made his Retreat like a Marſhal Turenne. And 
indeed he not only perform'd the Part of a 
General, but even of a ſubaltern Officer; for 
he alighted no leſs than four times to lead on 
the Foot to the Attack; was at the Head of 
the Squadron commanded by Lord Galkuay, 
in the hotteſt of the Battle; had two led Horſes 
kill'd near him, and a Muſket-Ball went thro 
his Saſh. 1 

Mrs. Davis, on account of her Wound, 
could not be an Eye-witneſs of what is here re- 
lated, but had the Particulars from Perſons of 
Veracity, who were upon the Spot. 

After having been two Months incapable of 
Service, ſhe joined her Regiment, which con- 
tinued under Cover the remaining Part of the 
Summer, and was order'd into Winter-Quarters 
at Gertruydenberg. . | 

During her Stay here, the Dykes near the 
Town were ruin'd by Worms, and the Engliſb 
Soldiers were commanded to aſſiſt the Dutch in 
repairing them. The Work was very fatiguing, 
and likewiſe dangerous; for Enſign Gardener 
and Mrs, Davies narrowly eſcap'd being drown'd 
by the Tide flowing in upon them. 

The following Campaign the French ſur- 
prizd ſome Foragers, took ſixty Priſoners, 
Dutch and Engi;þ, (of which Number was 
Mrs. Davies) and conducted them to Sz. Ger- 
main's en Laye. During their Impriſonment 
here, King James's Queen was particularly kind 
to the Eng! ſh, cauſing them to be ſeparated 
trom the Dutch, and allowing, each Man five 
Farthings for Tobacco, a Pound of Bread, and 
a Pint of Wine a Day. The Duke of Berwick 

cam 
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came frequently to ſee they were well uſed, and 
not defrauded of their Allowance; adviſing 
them at the ſame time to take on in the French 
Service, which ſeven of the Engliſh did: But 
Mrs. Davies being applied to, anſwer'd, That 
e had already taken an Oath to King William, 
end could not in Honour break that Engagement. 
The Duke applauded her Principles, and de- 
ſiſted from his Solicitations. 

Captain Cavenaugh, who was Mrs. Davies's 
firſt Couſin, and an Officer in the French Army, 
came often to the Priſon; to whom ſhe would 
have made herſelf known, but for fear ſuch a 
Diſcovery ſhould prove an Impediment to the 
Search after her Huſband. . | 

After a Confinement of about nine Days, 
they were exchanged for ſome French Priſoners, 
and ſet at liberty. As Gratitude obliged them, 
they went to the Palace to return the Queen 
Thanks for her kind Charity. She had the 
Condeſcenſion to ſee them, and took particular 
Notice of our young Heroine. 

On their Return to the Army, they heard 
the News of Queen Mary's Death, and ſoon 
after drew off into Winter-Quarters. Mrs. Da- 
dies, Whoſe Grief for her Huſband was drown'd 
in the Hopes of finding him, began to indulge 


her natural Gaiety of Temper, and liv'd very 


merrily. In her Frolicks ſhe made her Ad- 

dreſſes to a Burgher's Daughter, who was 

young and pretty, ran over all the tender Non- 

ſenſe employ d on ſuch Occaſions, ſqueezed her 

Hand, ſigh'd often when in her Company, 

look'd fooliſhly, and practiſed _ her all the 
Olde 


ridiculous Airs which ſhe had n laugh'd at. 
| | when 


De Lirz of Mrs. DAVIES. 31 


| W when they were uſed as Snares againſt herſelf. 
But theſe Arts had an Effect which Mrs. Davies 
; did not wiſh for; the poor Girl grew really 
b fond of her, and was uneaſy whenever ſhe was 
abſent. However, though ſhe did not endea- 
) your to conceal her Paſſion, ſhe prov'd ſtritly y 
- Þ virtuous; and when her Gallant pretended to 
take an indecent Freedom with her, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, I ſuppoſe my Tenderneſs is become irkſome to 
Hou, ſince you take a Method to change it into Ha- 
» WM zred. It is true, I do not ſcruple to own I love 
| W you as my Life, but my Life is not ſo dear to me 
i WW amy Virtue. If you have diſhonourable Deſigns, 
I have miſtaken the Man, and have found the 
Ruffian, inſtead of the tender Huſband I expected. 
5 This Rebuff ſo gain'd Mrs. Davies's Heart, 
„chat ſhe could not help admiring and ac- 
„ knowledging her Eſteem for the Girl's Virtue. 
1 She even felt a tender Paſſion for her, though, 
© Þ you know, it could not go beyond a Platonick 
Love. | | 
During the Courſe of this Amour, a Ser- 
dj eant belonging to the ſame Regiment, though 
not the ſame Company, with Mrs. Davies, en- 
-  deavour'd to gain the young Girl's Heart; but 
a having ſpent a Number of Sighs and Time to 
e 


no ſe, he reſolv'd, the fair Opportu- 

1 obtain that by Forct which 2 
not by Addreſs. This he attempted one Day 
S when Mrs. Davies was under Arms: The Girl 
- | defended herfelf ſtoutly, and in the Scuffle loſt 
rl her Cap, and her Cloaths were moſt of them 
', | torn off her Back; but notwithſtanding her re- 
e  folute Defence, the Serjzant would have gain'd 
| his Point, had not ſome of the Neighbours op- 
n | portunely 
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rtunely come in to her Aſſiſtance, and made 
him retreat in a very ſhameful Manner. 

As ſoon as ſhe had recover'd herſelf, ſhe ran 
to acquaint Mrs. Davies with the Affair, de- 
firing her to revenge the Inſult. She was ſo 
irritated at the Account, that had ſhe not been 
upon Duty, ſhe would immediately have gone 
in queſt of the Serjeant; but ſhe ſtifled her Re- 
ſentment till ſhe was diſmiſs'd by the Officer, 
and then having found out her Rival, ſhe thus 
accoſted him: How durſt you, Sir, attempt the 
Honour of a Woman, who was, for ought you 
knew, my Wife? The Action is baſe in itſelf, and 
_ ought to be the Quarrel of every Man in the Re- 

iment, as it caſts a Refieftion on the whole Corps, 
1 as" J am principally concern'd in this Inſult, 
fo I am ſufficient to chaſtiſe your Impudence, and 
require immediate Satisfattion. The Serjeant re- 
plied, I ſoon cool your Courage, Upon this 
they went together to a proper Place, and both 
drew. Mrs. Davies, irritated at the Affront put 
upon her in the Perſon of her Sweetheart, 
thought of nothing but ſending the Villain out 
"of the World. The firſt Thruſt ſhe made gave 
him a flaunt Wound in his Right Pap, which 
had well nigh done his Buſinefs. He return'd 
this with a long Gaſh on her Right Arm; but 
before he could recover his Guard, ſhe gave him 
2 Thruſt in the Right Thigh, about half a 
Span from the Pope's Eye. The next Paſs he 
aim'd at her Breaſt, but hit her Right Arm; 
though it was little more than the Prick of a 

Pin, he being feeble with the Loſs of Blood. 
By this time ſome Soldiers on Duty having dif- 
cover'd them, a File of Muſqueteers came up, 

| took 
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took them Priſoners, diſarm'd both, conducted 
Mrs. Davies to Priſon, and ſent the Serjeant to 
the Hoſpital, who was thought to be mortally 
wounded, and did not recover for a confideta- 
ble Time. Mrs. Davies ſent her Sweetheart an 
Account of what had happen'd, and her Con- 
ie W finement thereupon; who acquainting her Fa- 
ether with the whole Affair fron the Beginning 
r, of it, the good Burgher made ſuch a Repre- 
us W ſentation of the Aﬀeont offer'd to his Family, 
be that in four Days time he procur'd a Pardon 
for Mrs. Davies from King William, with an 
Order to releaſe her immediately, return her 
e- Sword, pay her Arrears, and give her a Diſ- 
charge from the Regiment; all which were 
t, * N perform'd. As ſoon as ſhe was en- 

arged, ſhe went to thank her Deliverer for het 
e- Liberty; who, on her Side, as gratefully. ac- 
is knowledg'd her revenging the Inſult done her. 
th She expreſſed herſelf with gieat Tenderneſs, 
ut and told Mrs. Davies, That when ſbe heard of 
Ft, ¶ ber Impriſonment, ſbe heartily repented having ac- 
ut ¶ guainted her with the Serjeant's villainous At- 
ve temp. She proceeded, Had 1 been ſo prudent, 
ch you would not have ventur'd your Life, and I 
d ſhould not have given -the World any Ground 10 
ut cenſure my Conduft , for how may People inter- 
m pret your being warm in my Cauſe ? This Conſi- 

al deration make me throw off the Reſtrain of my 
he Sex, and propoſe to you the ſkreening my Honout 
1; | by cur Marriage. My. dear, aid Mrs. Dares, 
a i you offer me the greateſt Happineſs ; will you give 
d. ¶ me leave to aſs you of your Father? My Halber! 
i. cried ſhe, you cannot imagine a rich Burg ber will 
P, ide bis Daughter to a Foot-Soldier , for tho* J 
| Pe” * think 
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think you. merit every thing, yet be will not view 
30H with my Eyes. This Anſwer was what 
Mrs. Davies 4 iP and indeed, being very 
ſure that her 1 would not conſent, was the 
eaſon wy e propoſed ſpeaking to hin. 
ut the Girl ering to be marie at all E. 
vents, and 1 run the Hazard of her Father” 8 
Diſpleaſure, ſhe was forced to uſe her utmoſt 
hetorick to diſſuade her from it. My dear 
fe, ſaid ſhe, how could I bear to ſee * de- 
elch your Father, ftri 4 of all the gu” wy 
of Life "7 expoſed ! ; falls a Camp ? No, I 
can neither be ſo inhuman to you, nor 15% fr ul 
to your Parents, who has procur'd ty Liberty 
my Love for you ſhall animate me to ſuch Aions, 
is I hope will raiſe me to 4 Rank that your Fa. 
ther need not be aſhamed c my Alliance : Or, i 7 
I fail of Preferment in this honourable way, 1 
will at any rate endeavour to 5 bf you, and, if 
poſſible, p rehaſe 4 Pair of Colours. 
have beard, replied A Girl, that Love and 
Reaſe on are incompatible ; this Maxim is tithe 
77555 2 are not the ardent Lover you pro- 
Hoover, T like your Propoſal of 
5 4 eee, and if your "Manly falls ſhort, 
et me know it. | 
Thus Mrs. Davies got off from this Amour 
without Loſs of Credit. She had been dif- 
charged from her Regiment, as we have ſaid 
before, not from the Service; which was a Fa- 
vour done her, leſt the Serjeant ſhe had wound- 
ed ſhould do her ſome private Injury. She en- 
ter'd therefore with Lieutenant Keith, in Lord 
obn Hayes's Regiment of Dragoons, and ſtaid 
in the Lieutenant's Quarters till the _— for 
Action 


* 
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Action came on; when they were all order d t to 
the Siege of Namur. TY 
The Army was now more numerous than it 
had been any preceding Campaign; the major 
Part were encamped at Deinſe, and ſeemed to 
intend an Attack upon 10 ench Lines,” which 
were in thoſe Quarters. Y Feint, and — 
Duke of Wirtemberg's aſſa ylting Fort x le 
drawing moſt of the och F. *Orces on that” 
King William, with the greateſt Expedition, in- 
veſted Namur, which the 7 did not in the 125 
apprehend. He could not however make this 
Motion ſoon enough to E Marſhal Bowf- 
fers from throwing himſelf into the Town wi 
ſeveral Regiments, which augmented the Gurril 
ſon to about fourteen thoùſand effective Men. 
This did not — 4 the 12 from proſecuting 
his Deſign, leaving onl clad Men 
under the Conidand' of 1754 Vaudemont,” 
obſerve the Motions of the' French; ' and Mos 
Flanders. The Enemy being well inform*d' of 
this Diſpoſition of the Amp, which was en 
camp'd at Woutergen, teſolv d to attack it in 
Front and Flank. The Pririce — 2 Shew 
of waiting for them, ſent his o Ghent, 
entrenched his Camp, placed _ in all rhe 
Paſſes, and taking 12 antage the Night ko 
prepare for his Retreat, made 1 in the Sit * 
the Enemy's Army, . ſuſtainir 
Loſs. This Retreat o Je Vandemont wil 
be look d upon e ter Stroke in Ages yet 


to come. 


He ſoon after gave a new Proof af his mar- 
tial Skill and Conduct, in defeating the Deſign 


Which | Marſhal * had e q of beſieging 


Newport 3 
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Newport ; but the Marſhal revenged himſclf on 
Dimude and , Deinſe, the Governor of which 
Places wanted. Courage to defend them, 
The King opened the Trenches before Na- 
mur, in two different Places, on the 13th of 
July 1695; and gave frequent Aſſaults to the 
Town, one on the Neck of another, ſending 
in every Aſſault ſuch a Number of Forces, that 
they ſeemed rather ſmall Armies than Detach- 
mentss - u | 
The Town capitulated on the 4th of Auguſt; 
but the French, in order to draw off the Army 
of the Allies and ſave the Citadel, bombarded 
Bruſſels. The Effect this had, was only ma- 
king them redouble their Efforts at Namur. 
Never was a more terrible Fire ſeen; for no 
leſs than ſixty. large battering Pieces, and as 
many. Mortars, play'd inceſſantly on the Out- 
works. Marſhal Villerey judging very rightly 
that the Citadel could not hold out long, and 
finding his bombarding Bruſſels did not draw 
off the King, reſolved to attack him in his 
Lines, to ſave the Caſtle if poſſible: To this 
end he began his March in a continual Rain, 
and paſſing by Gemblours, encamp'd at Saunier. 
Prince Yaudemont, with the Army under his 
Command, had left Bruſſels, before this Mo- 
tion of the French, to. cover theSiege z and 
being join'd by ſome Detachments, under the 
Command of the Duke of H/irtemberg and the 
Earl of Athlone, he extended his Forces behind 
the Mehaigne, from St. Denis to 1pigny. 

The French finding him ſo ſtrongly en- 
trench'd, turn'd off to the Left, and, going u 


the Mebaigne, poſted themſelves on the Bank 
| | of 
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of that River, between the Villages of. 8 
and Ramelies; which oblig'd the Allies to ad- 
vance on the other Side to diſpute the Paſſage. 
Villeroy attempted ſeveral times, but in vain, 


to paſs the River, and ſuccour the Beſieged. 


Oa this he call'd a Council of War, wherein 
the Officers unanimouſly declared it was impoſ- 
ſible to relieve the Citadel, and that it would 


be Raſhneſs to attempt it. 


In the Interim the Allies detach'd thirty 
Squadrons, commanded by Monſieur de la Fo- 
rt, to reconnoitre the Enemy. Theſe were 
diſcover'd by the French Scouts, who fell upon 
them, and, finding they gave way, ſuffer'd 
themſelves to be decoy'd into an Ambuſh; 
where the Fight being renew'd with greater 
Fury, the Aſſailants were driven back to their 
Camp, with the Loſs of 150 Horſe. After 
this Skirmiſh, the Marſhal: raiſed his Camp, 
and poſted his Army between Chazelet and Char- 
2 this, moſt of the Fortifications of 
Namur were demoliſhed, and' large Breaches 
made; wherefure Orders were given for an Aſ- 
fault, which was begun on the 3oth-of Auguſt. 
My Lord, Cutts, with three thouſand English, 
was commanded to aſſault the New Caſtle. 
Count Revera, with-two thouſand Dutch and a 
thouſand Bavarians, was order'd to attack an 
the Side of Fort Koehoorn, while Monſieur La 
Cave ſhould aſſault it in Front. At the fame 
Inſtant Monſieur Schwerin, at the Head of two 
thouſand Men, was to aſſault the cover'd Way 
before the Devil's Houſe; and, to prevent Sal- 
lies, a Colonel, with five hundred Men, was 


.C 3. 7 poſted 
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= the New Caftle and Fort 775 

Wort, The 1205 Were 425 into a fatal 
Miſtake b le ourage; for three hundred 
of then ounted the Breach of the New Caft!e 
71th, ſach Im petupfity, that they could not be 

2 ported. We other Aſſault proved more 
0 


ceſsful for we became Maſters of three thou- 
Yards of SY Way. 
the 254 ſuſtain'd in this 
It, che Was Preparing for a ſecond; 
Fon arſhal 50 y beat the r and 
Haha ted him t it TYouble. es weie 
8 1575 e agreed Sl, and the Al. 
Jigs took Poſſefſion. bf the Fort and Breach the 
it of 8 On the 5th. the Garriſon 
"march'd.out with the uſual Honours of War. 
The King of Frayce having refus'd to accept 
'of a Ranſom for the Gartiſons of Deinſe and 
Dienude, Kitig' tat, by way. of Repriſal, 
-order'd Marſhal Boilers to be arreſted atid cat- 
ried back into the Town z where he was told, 
That if he would e bis Word that thoſe 
. N ſhould be releaſed, he was at Liberty. 

Upon his Refuſal, he was conducted to Mac ſ 
17 5 Where his Confinement, was but ſhort; 
or the King his Maſter" petmitting him to 
make that Promiſe, he was releaſed. 

After the Taking of Namur, Mrs. Davits 
went into Winter- Odlarters at the Boſs, where 
very odd Adventure befel her. She went with 
two, of her Comtades to 2 Houſe of civil Re. 
8 where a, Lady of Pleaſüte, Who wa 
very big, ha pen'd to take a thy her, 
and uſed all the Abende practiſed _ 


vittuous Damſels; but finding they had 
Effet 


Notwith 
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Effect, ſhe ſwore ſhe would reyenge the Slight, 
which ſhe did ſoon after, by ſwearing her the 
Father of the Child. Mrs. Davies was ſo fur- 
priz'd and enraged at the impudent Perjury, 
that ſhe was almoſt tempted to diſprove her 
effectually; but, on mature Deliberation, ſhe 
thought it better to keep the Child ; from which 
Expence ſhe was ſoon del. ver d, for the Child 
died in a Month, leaving her the Reputation of 
being a Father, till her Sex was diſcover'd. 
As nothing remarkable happen'd to our He- 
roine from this Time to the Signing of the 
Peace, it may not be ungrateful to give lome 
Memoirs of what paſs'd in the Interim in Han- 
ders, where ſhe continued in the ſame Regi- 
ment till the Army was diſb anden. 
King William arriv'd in Holland on the 17th 
of May 1696, with a Deſign to open the Cam- 
paign in the Low Countries, Part of the Dutch 
Troops were drawn together near Tir/emont, un- 
der the Command of Prince Naſſau-Sarbruck, 
Velde Marſhal of the States, who, conjointly 
with the Elector of Bavaria, was to obſerve 
the French Forces encamp'd at Fleuris. The 
other Part of the Dutch Army, under the Com- 


mand of Prince Yaudemont, was poſted near 


Ghent, to oppoſe, Marſhal Yilleroy. The King 
3 the Nes Army in the Beginning of 


une, and took a general Review on the 7th. 


Having encamp'd on the Plain of Corbais from 
the 18th of June to the 7th of July, he marchid 
directly towards Noirmont and Gemblours. Theſe 


Motions were both to obſerve the French, and 
Po have the Convenience, for a conſiderable 


t; ime, of ſubſiſting the Army from Bruſſels. | 


C 4- All 
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Il this while Marſhal Villeroy remain'd quiet 
i i is. Camp near Deiuſe, between the Schell 
1 and the Ts; and ſecured his Forage in ſuch a 
wt! manner, that he maintain'd a great Part of his 
1 Troops at the Expepce of his Fnemy : So that 
ing William finding nothing could be done, 
ent back the German Troops commanded by 
the Land grave of Helſe, Vent to Mechlin, and 
from. thence” to Loc, 

The King of France had oy fime before 
"made Propoſitions of Peace to the Allies, but 
eſpecially thought it his Buſineſs to agree with 
the Duke of Savey at any rate. Accordingly 
he made him ver advantageous Offers, and 
fuch as really fla ggerd him: But the Shame I 
. and Reproach, 1 muſt have been the Conſe- 
guence of his breaking through ſolemn En- 
gagements with the Allies, made him for ſome 
time hold out againſt the Temptation. France 
however ſoon fürniſn'd him with a plauſible 
e to comply wich her Propoſals, by ſend- 
ing the M arſhal a Catinal with an Army into 
. Piedmont, who at vanced ro Rivalto, within two 
agucs of Turin. The Duke, upon, his Ap- 
"proach, made all the Preparations for a vigo- 
”  ,Tous Defence but ng. Hoſtilities were com- 
mitted on either Side. At laſt, the proclaim- v 
ing a Suſpenſion of Arms diſcoyer'd the My- 1 0 
Rery of this Inactivity, to the grant Surprize I 

of the Allies. This Truce was follow'd by a 
Treaty of Peace, proclaim'd in Paris the 1oth h 
af September, 1690 During this Intrigue with h 
Savoy, Letois alſo made Offers to King Willian g 
i 
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ud the States, to which the latter began, to 
Tiften. 
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liften. In à word, a Congteſs was open chat 


Ryſwick'on the 9th of May, 1697. 
Notwithſtanding theſe Conferences, the French 


laid Siege to Aetb, a Town in Haingult. King 


William being arriv'd from England, immedi- 
ately went to the Army of the Allies, and 
march'd to relieve the Place: But the Beſiegers 
were ſo well enttench' d, and cover'd by two 
Armies under the Command of Bowfflers and 
Villars, that he could not force them without 
viſible Danger! Aeth ſurrender'd on the rſt of 

une. 
25 The Conferences a at Ryſwick ended in a Face, 
which was proclaimed 1 in Paris the. 23d of Otto- 
ber, and in London the 28th, O. 8s. 

The King of Englend having feviewd the 
Army, diſbanded a great Number of Troops, 
amongſt which was our - Heroine,” who took 
ſhipping and arriv'd ſafe at Dublin. She found 
wil; te Children, and Friends in Health; 
but was ſo much älter'd by her Dreſs and the 
Fatigues of Ken Life, that not one of 
them knew her; for ſome Reaſons ſhe re- 
foly*d to remain Sigh 1 204 tw 

She was not long eaſy in this indolent Way 


of Life, but found Means to ſupport herſelf, 


without breaking into her Capital, till a freſh 
Opportunity one ds of Au e her martial 
Incſinations. 

The King of bs died in the Year 1700, 
having by his Will declared the Duke of Anjou 
his Siccefior which alarm'd all the Powers of 


Europe. The King of Brance groſsly affronted 


King William, by acknowledging the Prince bf 


aleo King of England on the Death of his Fa- 


ther 


* 
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ther at Sr. Germain's in 2701. Theſe "mr 

kindled up a new War; and on the Part * the 

Emperor Hoſtilities were begun in Italy, which 

Prince Eugene enter d in May 1701, at the 
Head of twenty thouſand Men, — the French 
and Savoyards, and pals'd the Adige. 

Though none of the Powers A declared 
War, the Hollanders drew together their Troops 
near 'Roſendaal, under the Command of the 
Earl of Athlone; and the Imperialiſts, com. 
manded by Prince Naſſau Sarbruch, laid Siege 
to Keiſer froeert. 

Our Heroine was not Jong conſidering what 
Party: to take; but immedntcly took Shipping 
for Holland, and finding, her former Lieutenant 

-Keith, inliſted with him in her old Corp, the 
Regiment of Dragoons under the Command 
of Lord John Hayes. _ 

The firſt Action ſne was in was that of NM. 

meguen, where they were very roughly handled 
ty the French. | As this, which deſerves rather 

ito be.call'd a Battle than an Action, would have 
-xvin'd all the Schemes of the Allies, had they 

| boft it, it will be proper to give an Account oi 
zit; to do which, we muſt return to the Siege 
ef Keiſerweert, 

This Town the See inveſted on the 16th 

of April, 1702. On che firſt Advice Which 
was given Marſhal Boufflers of this Siege, he 

paſs'd the Maeſe, with Deſign to ſurprize 2 
| Roy: of Dutch Troops under the Command 

of Count Tilly: But that General being inform'd 
of the March of the French, Monſieur Bawfflers's 
| Deſign: prov'd abortive. Phe Count de 1 at 


AE was more | ſucceſsful in his, which he 7 
ter 
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td upon a few Days after. He took Poſt 
over againſt Keiſerfweert, on the Banks of the 
Rhine; and thus not only kept open a Com- 


munication with the Town by Water, but 


galb'd the Beſiegers ſo much with his Cannon, 


that they were obliged to quit their Works, 


and begin new Attacks, out of the Reach of 
his Cannon. During this Siege the Duke of 
Burgundy arriv'd at the French Army, to take 
upon him the Command in Chief. 
Soon after the Arrival of this Prince, Mar- 
ſhal Boufflers reſolved to make a Diverſion to 
fave the Town: This was, to ſurprize Nime- 
nn After having lain ſome Days quiet in 
is Camp, he march'd immediately to Kever- 
donk, and from thence continued his Rout, in 
order to fall upon the Earl of Aublone, who was 


encamp'd at Clarenbeek, in hopes to put him 


in Confuſion, and thereby have an Opportunity 
of ſurprizing Nimeguen. But the Earl having 


had information of his March, detached the 


Duke of Wirtemberg with ſome Troops, to take 
Poſſeſſion of the higher Grounds and Paſſes in 
the Neighbourhood of Mook, while he follow'd 


with the reſt of the Army. In coming to the 


Poſt which he was to defend, the Duke diſco- 
ver'd the Vanguard of the Enemy. He di- 


verted them by a retreating Fight, till the Earl 
of Athlone came up to ſuſtain him. The two 


Armies continued ſkirmiſhing, and both made 


towards Nimeguen; and ſome French mixing 
with the Dutch, got, with the latter, into a few 
of the Out-works, hoping ro puſh into the 


Town. This happen'd upon a Sunday, and in 
Sermon-Time, The Burghers taking the A- 


larm, 
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arm, took to their. Arms, brake open the Mz 
gazines, anc! drew out the Cannon, which the 
meunted and p/ay'd upon the French, The 
Fire between the two Armies was all this whil: 
very hot. The French having placed | ſony 
Cannon on a riſing Ground, made terrible Ha. 
: vock among the Dutch Horſe, and. ſeized or 
one of the Fortifications ; but a Detachment o. 
the Dutch Guards, favoured by the Fire of the 
Burghers Cannon, ſoon diſlodged them. Mar- 
_ſhal | Bougflers, thus diſappointed, retreated about * 
Two in the A ſternoon, 
In the Interim the Siege of n Was 2 
vigorouſly and ſucceſsfully. puſhed. on; and the K 
Governor capitulated on the 15th of June. 1 
About the Middle of this Siege a Party of © 
Horſe and Dragoons were detached from the tl 
Army, under the Command of Major-General I 
Dompre; Mrs. Davies being one of the Detach- I 
ment. They fell in with a ſuperior Number of S 
French Cavalry, and put them to Flight, with 1 
a conſiderable Loſs. She had here the good I 
Fortune, though in the thickeſt of the Engage- 
ment, to eſcape without Hurt, and to be par- of 
. ticularly taken notice of by the Officers. al 
Soon after the Surrender of Keiſerſeoeert, the I 7 
Frafſion Troops join'd the grand Army; and 
the Fart of Marlborough, about the fame time, | 
arriv'd with thoſe ſent by the (Quecy of Eng tt 
land. 
„ After ſeveral Motions made in ns to draw || /* 
the French to a Battle, a Detachment inyefled G 
the Town and Citadel of Jene, on the 2gth of 1 
Augaft in the Night. Here Mr. Davies being 5 


ſent out with a Party of Foragers, her . 
tr 


The LirE of Mrs. D AFTES. 45 
trod on a Scythe the Peaſants had left in tlie 
Field; which cut him in ſuch a manner, that ke 
was a long time unfit for Service. 

Six Days after the Trenches had been opened 
before this Town, they aſſaulted and took the 
Citadel, which ſoon obliged the 'Town to ca- 
pitulate, *% 2 7 1 v4 

Stevenſweert and Ruremond were next inveſted 
and taken, the former in two Days, the lattet 
in three. | 

On the 14th of Ofober, 1702, the. Allies 
a; | appear'd before Liege, and made Preparations 
he to attack the two Forts which commanded. the 

Town. Three Days together they batter'd the 
Citadel, and the Breach being thought tufficient, 
he they aſſaulted it the 23d in the Afternoon. 
They ſoon carried the Half- Moon, and finding 
h. © little Reſiſtance, they mounted the Breach 
of | Sword in Hand, and made a cruel Slaughter. 
h The Engliſh in particular diſtinguith'd themſelves 
Ain this Aſſault. | | 
6 They found in the Place above thirty Pieces 
u- | of Cannon, twenty thouſand Florins in Silver, 

and a great many valuable Effects. Mrs. Da- 
he vies got but little of the Plunder, except a large 
id | Silver Chalice, and ſome other Pieces of Plate, 
e, || which ſhe afterwards fold to a Dutch Few for a 
third Part of their Value. 
After this they attack'd the Fort of the Car- 
wb 7-4/tans on the other ſide of the Maeſe; but the 
d Garriſon fearing an Aſſault, in leſs than three 
of | Hours deſired to capitulate. Articles were that 
Day agreed upon, and the Fencò march'd out 
e the next. | 


| * 9 
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The taking of theſe Places proved a | 
Refreſhment to the Army, for * and 1 
— Quantity of good Wine and excellent N 
Bread 

Thus ended the firſt Campaign in Flanders 
the Succeſs of which did not a little raiſe the WF 
Hopes of the Allies. f 
Though Hoſtilities were commenced, they NE 
were not long carried on before a Declaration 
of War; which was made on the ſame Day by 
the Engliſh, Dutch, and Germans, VIZ. May I 5, Wn 
1702. 

This Year Prince Eugene \i urpriz'd Cremona 
in Ttaly; and though the Germans were driven 
out again, they carried off Priſoners, Marſhal Wy; 
Villeroy, and ſeveral other Perſons of Diftin- Im 
Ction. 

Mrs. Davies was order'd into ters at Ven. 
lo, and a Night or two afterwards was one of cg 
thoſe commanded by the Governor to eſcorte 
the Earl of Marlborough along the Banks af 
the Mag/e. Miſtaking their Way by the arr 
neſs of the Night, they fell in with a Hogſt 
where was a Sow with five Pigs, one of w 0 or 
Mrs. Davies made bold with, and was 
ſeſſed of it ſome time, when a Co Link, 
tempted to take it away from her; on on 
ſome Words ariſing, he drew, and made 4 
Stroke at her Head; which ſhe warding with 
her Hand, had the Sinew of her little Finger 
cut in two; and at the ſame time, with 
Butt End of her Piſtol, ſtruck out one of the tac! 
Corporal's Eyes. In the Interim the Generalff 
was taken Priſoner by a Party of Soldiers, but eg 
got off by means of a ſham Paſs, The News 


of 
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f this Accident was next Day b to Ven- 
{, but fot of the Earl's having eſcaped. The 
Governor, ſuppoſing he had been conducted to 
Guelders, march'd thither at the Head of his 
atriſon, threatning to come to the utmoſt 
Extremity, if he was not deliver'd up. In the 
mean while he received certain Advice of the 
Earl's being in Safety, on which he march'd 
back to Venlo; where they ſoon after had the 
News of the Queen's having rewarded the Ge- 
5, Wneral's Valour with the Titles of Marquis of 
Blandford and Duke of Marlborough; on which 

ns the cuſtomary Rejoicings were made. | 
en During the Quiet of the Winter, Mrs. Da- 
al Nies began again to think of her Huſband, and 
in- made all potfible Enquiry after him, but in 
yain; wherefore ſhe endeavour'd to put away 

en. the melancholy Remembrance, by having re- 
ot courſe to Wine and Company; which had the 
me defir'd Effet. © Ot 
ol The Duke of Marthborouph left London in 
k- March 1703, to put himſelf at the Head of 
ty, ſhe uy, and open the Campaign. After 
IC e 
of 
al 
ich 
a 
ith 


cllome little Stay at the Haxue, to affiſt at the 
onferences there, he ſer out to inveſt Bonn, 
Ice Reſidence of the Elector of Cologn, who 
ad receiv*d into it a French Garrifon; for 
/hich Reafon the Allies ravaged the Countries 

of Bergues, Cologne, and Cleves. » 
ger The Trenches were opened on the zd of 
the May, and fo briſk a Fire kept up, and the At- 
the Ftacks puſh'd on with fo much Fury, that on 
eralithe rzth the Breach was large enough for a 
bulMepimenit to mount at a time, and every thing 
ew ready for a general Affault, when Mon- 
| ſiews 
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fieur d Alegre hung out a white Enſign. - Th 
Capitulation was ſign'd that Night, and fou 
Days after the Garriſon march'd out through 
. .-:. ... F 
The Duke having provided for the Security 
of chis Place, the greateſt Part of the Troops 
employ'd againſt it march'd towards Brabant t 
Join the grand Army, After this Junction the 
Allies march'd towards the Lines the French 
had thrown up to cover Brabant; which Line 
they intended to attack, and afterwares, in caſ 
they ſucceeded, to beſiege Antwerp; And to 
this end Baron Obdam had taken Poſt at El. 
ren, pretty..ncar that City, with thirteen Batta 
lions and twenty-ſix Squadrons; whilſt the 
and Army was march'd to encamp before the 
Lines, between Courſelle and Beringben. 
The Diſtance between the two Armies, and 
the Feebleneſs of that commanded by the Bi 
ron, made Houfllers reſolve on ſurrounding him; 
and accordingly with fifty-three Battalions, (c- 
venty Companies of Grenadiers, and fifty-rwo 
Squadrons, on the 29th of June, in the 
Night, he began his March; which was fo {: 
cret and expeditious, that the Baron, tho* h 
had Information of the French being in Mc 
tion, had not Time to ſend off his heavy Bag 
gage; but when he thought of retreating, | 
— himſelf ſurrounded by the Enemy, wh 
attack'd him fo briſkly, that his Men wer: 
driven from the Poſts, they had taken. The 
Fight grew hotter and hotter; the Dutch ta 
king Courage from their Deſpair, and the Tren 
being irritated at ſo obſtinate a Reſiſtance: I. 
Battle laſted till Night, when the Dutch Fool 


beginning 
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beginning to want Powder and Ball, with their 
Bayonets fixed, attack'd and carried the Village 
of Otteren, took one Piece of Cannon, two 
ettle Drums, ſeven Colours, with two Stan- 
hl Wards z and paſſing the Night in this. Village, 
p ey retreated in good Order to Lillo. 925 
tc It was now reſolved, in a grand Council of 
the ar, ſince the Enemy could not be brought to 
ub Battle, to draw together all the Troops diſ- 
nel Perſed in different Poſts, and beſiege Hay; it 
ak eing thought too hazardous to attack them in 
to eir Lines. . 5 
he When the Army drew near to Huy, the Gar- 
ta Biſon withdrew into the Caſtle, and the Allies 
the Book Poſſeſſion of the Town. Monſieur de Fil- 
the Frey, ſome little time before the Trenches were 
pen'd, ſpread it abroad, that he would give 
e Confederates Battle ; upon which their Ar- 
y drew up, but he thought proper to retire 
to his Lines. | © $0938 
The Baron de Trogne opened the Trenches 
fore Fort Sr. Joſeph on the 17th of Auguſt, 
d the next Day Ground was broke before 
ort Picard. They ſurrender'd on the 27th, 
d Count Sinzendorf taking Poſſeſſion of the 
lace for the Emperor, the Army prepared for 
other Siege. M. de Bulau, Lieutenant Ge- 
ral of the Hanoverian Troops, was, on the 
h of September, detached with twenty-four 
quadrons to inveſt Limbourg. On the 26th 
began to batter the Place with forty-two 
ces of Cannon and twenty Mortars. The 
continued very vigorous. till about the 
xt Day at Noon, when the Governor ſeeing 


eat part of the e demoliſhed, beat 
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the Chamade, and farrender*d Priſoners of War. 
However, all the Officers' were handſomely 
treated, and nothing taken from them, or even 
their Soldiers, Arms excepted. 

The grand Army did nothing more thi 
Campaign than obſetve the Enemy, to favour 
the Brandenburghers, who were ſat down before 
Gueldres; which they took, after an obſtinate 
Defence, it having been blockaded the whole 
Summer, and afterwards batter*d with fifty- one 
Pieces of Cannon, twenty Culverines, and twen: 
ty Mortars, which reduced the Town to a Heap 
of Rubbiſh. 

The Succeſs attending the Arms of the 
French and the Elector of Bavaria in Germany, 
alarming England and Holland, they reſolved to 
ſeek them, even in the Heart of that Country 
To this Purpoſe their Forces, about the End o 
April 1703, were aſſembled upon the Maeſe 
between Venlo and Maeſtricbt; where they wer 
join'd, in the Beginning of May, by the Duk 
of Marlborough and Velt-Marſhal Ouzwerkerk: 
After a Council of War had been held, thi 
Army was divided into two Corps; one < 
which, ſtrong enough to make againſt th 
French in the Low Countries, was left under thi 
Command of M. Oxwerkerke; and the other 


. commanded by the Duke of Marlborough, b 


long and tireſome Marches, reach*d the Danudt 
Here we cannot help taking notice of the Duke 
great Humanity, who ſeeing ſome of the Fog 
drop through the Fatigue of the March, tod 
them into his own Coach. ; 
The French following the Example of t 
Allies, drew 20,000 Men out of the Lom Cot 


tri 
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jes, under the Command of Villeroy, to tein- 
force the Elector of Bavaria in Germany. But 
before he arriv'd, the Duke of Marlborough - 
ad join'd the Prince of Baden at Lulſbauſen, 
which obliged the Elector to withdraw to Dif 
ing, leaving eighteen of his Regiments and 
ight Squadrons with the Count of Arco, who 
poſted himſelf on the Hill of Schellenburg near 
Donawert, in Entrenchments in a manner inac- 
eſſible, that he might cover Bavaria. Not- 
nithſtanding this, it was reſolv*'d to attack him, 
d force a Paſſage that way to the very Heart 
pf the Electorate. | 
The Duke decamp'd the 2d of July, and the 
anguard came in ſight of the Enemy's En- 
renchments in the Afternoon, Not to give 
Wie Bavarians Time to make themſelves yet 

tronger, the Duke order'd the Dutch General 
007, who commanded the Right Wing com- 
poſed of Eugliſb and Dutch, to attack as ſoon 
s poſſible. They began about Six o' Clock, 
nd were twice repulſed with very great Loſs; 
ut, not at all diſcouraged, they gave a thitd 
Aſault, at the time the Prince of Baden arriv' d 
With the German Troops of the Right Wing, 
ho attack'd on his Side. The Slaughter had 
ſted above an Hour, when the Duke of Mir. 
berg had the good Fortune, with ſeven Squa- 
rons, to enter the Enemy's Trenches by the 
wver'd Way of Donazwert, and fall upon their 
Wear. The Bavarians were now ſoon routed, 

nd a cruel Havock made of them. In the ſe- 
ond Attack Mrs. Davies receiv'd a Ball in her 
ip. which ſo lodged between the Bones, that 
could never be * but almoſt Ms 

2 her 
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her of the Uſe of her Leg and Thigh. When 
ſhe was thus wounded, ſhe would not be car if 
ned off; but being ſet at the Foot of a Tree, 
ſhe continued animating her Fellow-Soldiers, 
till ſhe had the Pleaſure of ſeeing them get in- 
to the Trenches, and rout their Enemies. 
After the Action was over, ſhe was carried to 
the Hoſpital near Schellenberg, and put under 
the Care of three Surgeons, who however did 
not diſcover her Sex. Here, while ſhe was un- 
der Cure, ſhe receiv'd her Share of the Plun-W, 
der, which the Duke order'd to be impartiallyMW; 
diſtributed among the Soldiers. Befide the, 
Arms the Fugitives threw away, the Allies took, 
ſixteen Pieces of Cannon, thirteen Standard; 
and Colours, all the Tents, and the Baggage, 
and Plate of the Count of Arco. This Gene. 
ral, when he found his Entrenchments enter c 
by the Allies, withdrew to Donawert; but thei, 
Gates not being open'd ſoon enough, he threw; 
himſelf into the Danube, and got ſafe to Aug 
bourg. When the Gates of Donawert were {: 
open, ſome of the Bavarians crowded into ith, 
and at firſt: made a Shew of defending it; but 
having receiv'd Orders from the Elector u 
burn the Town, they chpp'd Straw into th 
Houſes, but for fear of their Retreat being 
off, they withdrew haſtily, and gave the Inh 
bitants an Opportunity to ſave the Town. The 
Allies found in it three Pieces of Cannon tor 
twelve Pontons of Copper, twenty thouſan 
Weight of Powder, three thouſand .Sacks oF: 
Flour, great Quantities of Oats and other Prc 
viſions, This Victory however was e 


by the Loſs of 3000 brave Men, and ſeveral 
Officers of Diſtinction, 
The Allies having garrifon'd Donawert, made 


and carried the little Town of Aicha Sword in 
Hand. They had now nothing to prevent 


ſo that the Inhabitants were greatly alarm'd, 
and many of them quitted their Houſes. Even 
the Electreſs did not think herſelf ſafe in Mu- 
nich, though ſhe had 8000 regular Troops a- 
bout her, but deſir'd Shelter of the Archbiſhop 
of Saltbourg. In ſhort, the Allies ravaged 
the Country, pillag'd above fifty Villages, and 
forced the miſerable Inhabitants to ſeek Refuge 
in the Woods. | 

The Elector, who now expected to ſee his 
Country laid waſte, held a Council of War in 
he open Field; wherein it was reſolved imme- 
lately to abandon the Camp of Lawingen, and 
Wo reinforce the Army as much as poſſible. 
In conſequence of this Reſolution, they drew 
bat ſeveral Bavarian Garriſons; after which, 
heir Army encamp'd under the Walls of Aug 
ourg, whither they had before ſent immenſe 
ums under a ſtrong Eſcorte. The Elector 
| orig the Burghers to work Day and 

8 


Founded it with a Ditch fifty Feet wide, and 
men coportionably deep, that he might, in greater 
aanGecurity, wait the Succours he expected from 
Vance. 
Pro His Expectations were not vain, for the 
hale/arſhals Villeroy and Tallard arriv'd at Aug/- 
bing the Beginning of Auguſt. Prince Eugene 
| D 3 of 
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themſelves Maſters of Rain by Compoſition, 


their piercing to the very Centre of Bavaria, 
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of Savoy, who had hitherto watch'd them, now 
Join'd the grand Army, part of which formed 
the Siege of Ingolſtadt, under the Command 
of the Prince of Baden. The Enemy were, 
by this Siege, drawn out of their Entrench- 
ments, and having poſted themſelves at Hech- 
ſtet, the Allies reſolv'd to go thither and attack 
them, though their Right was protected by the 
Danube, their Left by the Wood of Lutzingen, 
and their Front by two Rivulets and a Moraſs. 
At Six o'Clock in the Morning, on the 13th 
of Auguſt 1704, they came in ſight of the E 
nemy, and about Eleven were drawn up in Or- 
der of Battle, They then threw five Bridges 
made of Faſcines and Tin Pontons, over the 
Rivulet; and at Two the Signal was given to 
attack, | i 
Every one has read an Account of this Bat. 
tle, which was as memorable as that of Cre 
or Agincourt; wherefore it is needleſs to give a 
Detail of it. We ſhall only take notice of one 
thing, in honour to the Duke of Marlborough, 
which is, That after part of the Horſe of the 
Left Wing of the Allied Army had paſſed with 
a good deal of Difficulty the Rivulet, the reſt 
endeavouring alſo to paſs it, were twice re 
Iſed; which the Duke ſeeing, led them on 
imſelf for the third time, and making the EFer. 
nemy give Ground, their main Battle was de 
feated; and their Right, which oppoſed th 
Duke, and was of French Troops, was driveny, 
to the Banks of the Danube, and ſeparated fromJs 
the reſt of the Army. Is 
After the Victory of Hochſtet, the Allies diqPat 
not think proper to puſh on the Siege of no 
golſtaat 


golſtadt; wherefore, leaving ſome Forces to 
keep it inveſted, the reſt march'd to reinforce 
the grand Army, commanded by Prince Eu- 
re, gene. The Engliſh and Dutch, under the Com- 
h- mand of the Duke of Mar/borough, on the 
cb. 22d of Auguſt appeared before Ulm, where the 
ck Enemies, in their Flight, had left a ſtrong Gar- 
he Nriſon under the Command of General Betten- 
en, darf. The Governor being ſummon'd, and an- 
| ſwering, That he would defend the Town to the 
2th % Extremity, a Council of War was held, and, 
E-Waccording to the Reſolutions therein taken, the 
Or- Army divided: Prince Eugene and the Duke 
es march'd with the major Part towards the Rhine; 
the and the reſt, which were Imperial Troops, con- 
to tinued in Suabia, under the Command of Ge- 


neral Thungen, to take Ulm, and other Towns 


Zat· Nin the Poſſeſſion of the Enemy, which he did. 
reg After the Reduction of Ulm, which ſoon ca- 
re aſſipitulated notwithſtanding the reſolute Anſwer 
ent to the Duke's Summons, the Baron de 
bungen join'd the grand Army under the Duke 
df Marlborough, which cover'd the Siege of 
andau. The King of the Romans came to 
e Siege, and was met by Prince Eugene and 
e Duke between Philipſbourg and Landau, who 
, onfonducted him through the Army to his Quar- 
ers at Ilbeſbeim. 

This Town, and all others in which the E- 
Wcctor had Garriſons, were evacuated by Trea- 
he himſelf entirely ftripp*d of his Country, 
us Electreſs and Children made Priſoners, and 
is Subjects diſarm'd and obliged to take an 
Nath of Allegiance to the Emperor. In a 


F Infford, Bavaria was treated as a conquer'd Coun» 
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try, and Count Lewenſten- Mortbem was made 


Governor of it. | | 
This Electorate was miſerably plunder'd, the 
Allies ſparing nothing, but killing, burning, or 
otherwiſe deſtroying whatever they could not 
carry off, The Bells of the Churches were 
broke to pieces; and Mrs. Davies, having left 
the Hoſpital time enough to have a Share in 
the Plunder, fill'd two Bed-Ticks with Bell. 
Metal, Men's and Women's Cloaths, ſome 
Velvets, and about a hundred Dutch Caps; al 
which ſhe ſold for four Piſtoles to a Few, who 
follow'd the Army to purchaſe the Pillage. She 
hkewiſe got ſeveral Pieces of Plate, Sc. which 
the ſame conſcionable Merchant had at his own 
Price. 
Landau, aſter a vigorous Defence, ſurrender'd 
to the King of the Romans on the 22d of N.. 
vember. It was firſt inveſted on the 13th of 
September. 
But to return to the Hiſtory of our Heroine. 
After the Battle of Hochſtet, in which ſhe re- 
ceiv'd no Hurt, though often in the hotteſt of 
the Fire, ſhe was one of thoſe detach'd to 
rd the Priſoners, who were in a very miſe- 
rable Condition, and almoſt naked. ' They 
match*'d them to the Plain of Breda, where 
they halted to refreſh ; each Man, Prifoness 
and all, being allow'd a Pint of Beer and ap 
Penny worth of Bread and Cheeſe. During theit 
Halt here, Mrs. Davies was amuſed with two 
very different Scenes by the Women, ſome of 
them bewailing the Loſs of their Huſhands ot 
Lovers, who fell in the two memorable Battles 
of Schellenberg and Hochſtet; and others con. 
| = gratulating 


Or 
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gratulating and careſſirg their Sweethearts and 
Spouſes who had eſcap'd the Danger. Among 
he Wthe latter, ſhe obſeryed a Woman, with a viſi- 
or ble Joy in her Face, make up to a Man whom 
ot Mrs. Davies fancied ſhe had known; and upon 
ere Ma near Examination ſhe found it to be her 
eft Huſband, on whoſe Account ſhe had experi- 
in enced ſo much Fatigue, and fo often hazarded 
ell-Wher Life. The ſeeing him careſs this Dutch 
me Woman, for ſuch ſhe really was, raiſed in her 
all ſo great an Indignation, that ſhe was reſolv'd 
rho ſto baniſh every tender Thought that might 
She plead in his Favour, and wipe the Idea of him 
ich Mout of her Memory. She was fo divided be- 
wn tween Rage and Love, Reſentment and Com- 

paſſion, and the Agitation of her Mind had 
rd Much a viſible Effect on her Countenance, that 
her Comrade aſk'd her, What was the Occa- 
hon that her Colour chang'd, and ſhe trembled 
in ſuch a manner? After ſome little time, ha- 
ing recover'd her Spirits, ſhe anſwer'd, That 
be ſudden and unexpected Sight of a Brother, 
hom ſhe had not ſeen for twelve Years before, 
ccaſion'd the Diſorder he obſery'd. She then 
Fegg'd her Comrade to ſtep and aſk him, I 
bis Name was not Richard Welch, and when be 
bad heard frem his Wife and Children? He did 
o, and brought her word, That as be was the 
wit Man upon Command, ſhe mi-ht ſpeak twith 
im at the main Guard. Hardly had he deli- 
&'d theſe few Words, when the Drums and 
rumpets ſounded a March. 
Upon their Arrival at Breda, after the Pri- 
oners were ſecur'd, and Mrs. Davies had per- 
Sorm'd her Duty, ſhe went to the main Guard 
in 
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in fearch of her Huſband, where ſhe learnt tha 
he was at a Publick Houſe behind it. She im 
mediately went thither, and paſſing through 
the outward Room to the Kitchen, ſaw hin 
there drinking with the Dutch Woman. Sh: 
took no notice of him, but deſir'd the Land. 
lady to ſhew ker a private Room; which ſhe 
did, and bringing her a Pint of Beer, left half 
to her own melancholy Reflections. Having 
indulged her Grief, and given Vent to her 
Tears, ſhe endeavour'd to compoſe herſelf; and 
drinking a little of the Hougarde, which is 1 
fort of Beer, in Colour like Whey, ſhe waſh'dþ 
her Eyes and Face with the reſt, to conceal hei 
having wept. Then calling the Landlady t 
bring another Pint, ſhe deſir'd her to acquaint 
the young Man of Orkney's Regiment, drink 
ing in the Kitchen, that ſhe would be glad to 
ſpeak to him. She deliver'd the Meſſage, and 
he came in accordingly. Mrs. Davies fat with 
her Back to the Light, that ſhe might not be 
diſcover d before ſhe had ſounded her Hub 
band's Heart, Having faluted him by Name, 
and enquir'd when he had heard from his Wit 
and Children; Sir, ſaid he, I have heard 1 
News of them theſe twelve Years, though I hav 
written no leſs than a dozen Letters to her, bid 
Jam apt to believe have miſcarried. I believe 
Sir, anſwer'd Mrs. Davies, you do not lay hal) 
to heart, fince a Number of pretty Girls here ce 
eafily compenſate the Abſence of a Wife; yo 
doubileſs, find it ſo. Sir, replied he, you tak 
me for a Villain, and you ye; I don't find it || 
This Language, though highly affronting of 
any other Occaſion, gave Mrs. _— ** 4 
fl eaſuſ 
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Pleaſure than the fineſt Compliment. A ſud- 
len Trembling ſeiz'd her, which he taking no 
ice of, and viewing her more intently, diſco- 
ver'd that ſhe was his Wife. Upon this, after 
Expreſſions of the greateſt Surprize and Ten- 
1d. erneſs, he ran to her, claſp'd her in his Arms, 
ſhefWkifs'd her, and wept for Joy. As ſoon as ſhe 
her could diſengage herſelf, 7es, Richard, ſaid ſhe, 
is I, who bave been ſo long in ſearch of an un- 
rrateful Huſband. What a Reward have I met 
with for abandoning my aged Mother, my Babes, 
ind my Country, to expoſe myſelf to the Dangers 
md Hardſbips of War, in ſearch of a Huſband 
herfkubom I have at laſt found in the Arms of another 
to man! What Fault of mine could make you cru- 
aim deſert me and your Children, and was it poſe 
ink le for me to think you could make me ſo barba- 
| toffous a Return for all my Tenderneſs? My dear 
andChriſtian, replied he, uſe not ſuch cruel and un- 
ith{e/erved Reproaches; had you received any of my 
etters, you muſt have learnt that my Misfortune, 
ſpot my Fault, was the Cauſe of our unhappy Sepa- 
ation. I wiſh, faid ſhe, interrupting him, I had 
* receiv'd that which you ſaid was your twelfth. 
[hat made me reſolve to undergo all Dangers, ra- 
ber than not find you out; had it not come ta 
and, I might have been ſtill deceived in the Be- 
ief of your Death, Time would bave mitigated 
w Grief, and forgetting you, as I am a Witneſs 
ou did me, I might have continued at this Time 
an eaſy and happy Situation. I have at length 
found you, but ſo alter d from the juſt and loving 
Huſband you once wwere, that I had rather have 
oed Aſſurance of your Death, than ſee you thus 
mor#rvive your Affections. Believe me, laid he, my 
alu dear 


Ceremony had not been performed, but that th 
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dear Chriftian, hey are /till as warm toward 
You as ever; excuſe me, and make a juſt Din 

Sion between the tender Love for a Wife, an 
the trifling Complaifance for ſuch Creatures, a 
may prove our Amuſement, but can never gain ou 
Efteem. 

Here the Woman, ſurprized at his Stay 
came to the Door, and ſaid, My dear, why 4 
von leave me thus alone? This Expreſſion of he 
Fondneſs threw him into a Paſſion, and he 
ſwore that if ever ſhe ſpoke in that manner x 
gain, or follow'd him any more, he would b 
her Death. Paſſion, ſaid Mrs. Davies, proceed 
very often from Guilt. It is not manly to uſe 
Woman ill, efpecially if you have ſeduced her, of? 
I doubt you have, with a Promiſe of Marriagt 
In ſuch Caſe I fhall hold her innocent, if, whe 
He knows you bave a Wife and Children, fhe breat 
off @ Converſation, which will then be criminal i 
ber to continue. Young Woman, ſaid ſhe, turning 
to her, is this Man your Huſband? She anſwer F 
in the Affirmative, and he denied it with bit 
ter Imprecations. Mrs. Davies repeating the 


Queſtion to the Woman, ſhe ſaid, Indeed i 


bad been contratted ſeveral Months, and coho! 
bited as Man and Wife. I am ſorry for you 
Misfortune, ſaid Mrs. Davies, for this Man half b 
bad a Wife many Years, by whom he has hi 
three Children; ſo that you can have nothing $1 
expect from bim but Scandal. If you value yoiſ lu 
cn Reputation or Safety, or have any Regan 


for him, avoid him for the future. The poo 


Woman burſt into a Flood of Tears, and fail i 
Te was betray'd by his reiterated ny ic 
| bac 
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1pack'd with ſolemn Oaths, to make her his 
. Wawful Wife. This he denied as paſſionately, 
Which made the Woman vilify him in the moſt 
pprobrious Terms. At length Mrs. Davies's 
emper and Reaſons brought them to a Calm; 
but the poor Creature went away weeping, and 
ith a ſeeming. Reſolution never to ſee him 


1 ore. When ſhe was gone, Mrs. Davies re- 
he reſented to him, in the blackeſt Colours, the 
Nillainy of ſeducing young Women by Pro- 
\Wniſcs of Marriage; and told him after this, 


hat notwithſtanding the Hardſhips ſhe had 
„one through, ſhe had ſtill an Inclination to 
ontinue in the Service, and to that End would 
paſs as his Brother, and furniſh him with what 
eceſſaries he wanted, while he conceal'd her 
ex; but if ever he diſcover'd her, he ſhould 
nd her à dangerous Enemy. 
What then, {aid he, have you run ſo many 
Wizards, borne the Fatigue of ſo many Years, 
Wy to have the Satisfaction of tormenting me? 
Do you call this Love? Baniſh me your Bed! ----- 
rs. Davies interrupted him with ſaying, He 
Wd forfeited his Right to it, by having taken ano- 
Ver to his; that ber Reſolution was fixed, and 
Wherefore defired he would put an end to a vain 
licitation, till Accident, or Peace, diſcover d ber 
e a Woman. Well, ſaid he, I hope Time will 
Nalliſy you; I muſt obey, After having fat to- 
ether ſome little time, Mrs. Davies gave her 
yo uſband a Piece of Gold, telling him, he 
gn ould find her a kind and generous Brother; 
ot that he muſt not think of enjoying his 
fan ife, while ſhe could remain concealed, - and 
niſeſde War laſted. He embraced her paſſionately, 


ack and 


U 


. — — —̃ —— — 


— mä — TIES 


— r 


— — — — ” 
= — "> r — — — — 
- 

-- — — 


by a pretty Dutch Girl, and praiſe her Beauty, 
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Indeed, what I ſaid was needleſs, becauſe you ci 


fo, ſaid Mrs. Davies, I ſhould be the happi 
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and they withdrew to their reſpective Poſt 
They ſaw and converſed with each other ever 
Day, and her Huſband kept the Secret accord. 
ing to her Deſire. | | 
Having ſecured their Priſoners, they return' 
to the Army, which, under the Command 0 
the Duke of Marlborough, cover'd the Siege 0f 
Landau before mention'd. After the Surren 
der of this Town, they were order'd to Win 
ter Quarters in Holland, leaving the Foot, among 
which was Mrs. Davies's Huſband, behind 
them. | 

Our Heroine obtain'd Leave to viſit the 
Hague, and from thence made a Tour to Rot: 
terdam. In the Drag. Schoot, happening to if 


the Girl return*d, Jon are very complaiſant, Sir 
but I don't know any one lo whom I would mor 
willingly appear agreeable; you are a pretty youn 
Fellow. I find, ſays Mrs. Davies, you are tum 
img me into Ridicule for ſpeaking my Sentiments: 


not but be conſcious of your own Perfetftions ; buf 
out of the Fulneſs of the Heart the Mouth ſpeak” 
The very Reaſon, replied ſhe, that, before I wa 
aware, I ſpoke my Thoughts, which are altog! 
ther as fincere as your Compliment. Were tt 


Man in the whole Army of the Allies. And coul 
1 make you that happy Man, replied the Girl, 
would: perhaps make me the moſt miſerable Wi 
man in the World. Then you are of opinion, ia 
Mrs. Davies, that a Soldier cannot make a gulf" 
Huſband. That is not my Reaſon, anſwer'd wu 
Girl; but becauſe I ſbould be in continual 7, 
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or Life, and never know a Minute t 
4 4 9 After more Diſcourſe of 
his Nature, the Schoot arriv'd at Delft, which 
own they croſs'd, in order to take another 
choot at Amſterdam. Mrs. Davies gallanted 
er pretty Lady through the Street, ſaid all the 
ne things ſhe could think of, and was very 
portunate to know the Place of her Abode. 
1 a word, on their Arrival at Anſterdam, ſhe 

itted Mrs, Davies to conduct her to her 
odgings, and call'd for a Bottle of Wine. Af- 
r this Refreſhment, and ſeveral Compliments 
aſs'd on each ſide, Mrs. Davies took her Leave, 
ling her Fair-one ſhe would take a more con- 
enient Opportunity to wait upon her. She 
ot a Lodging in a Houſe where a Scots Ser- 
ant of her Acquaintance, whoſe Name was 
Wobn Beggs, then lodg'd. They were glad to 
e each other, ſupp'd together, and over a 
"Wottle ſhe told John what a fortunate Adven- 
re ſhe had met with in her Paſſage. I aſſure 
u, faid he, you have Reaſon to call it fortu- 
Mate, for they are mighty virtuous young Ladies; 
here are three Siſters and the Mother, who live 
wether, and are noted for their extenſtve Chari- 
I have the Honour to be well acquainted 
wh the Family; if you conſent to it, we'll wait 
them to-morrow. This Propoſal Mrs. Da- 
es readily agreed to. a 
The next Day, after Dinner, they went to 
ay a Viſit to the young Lady, and were in- 
duced into the ſame Parlour Mrs. Davies had 
n in the Evening before. Jobn bid the Maid 
ring a Bottle of Wine, and tell the Lady of 
e Houſe he was there. Mrs. Davies repri- 
manded 
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manded him for his Freedom, and told hin 
ſhe thought he took as much Liberty as if H 
was in a publick Houſe. Ob, ſaid he, they a 
low me to take what Liberty I pleaſe : They a 
the beſt natur d Family in Holland. At that In 
ſtant the young Lady came in, whom yo 
taking hold of, pull'd upon his Knee, and ſhelf 
ſuffer'd him to take ſuch Liberties as convinc'( 
Mrs. Davies that there was not a Family e 
more extenſive Charity; of which ſhe ſoon gawlif 
her a farther Proof, by throwing her Arny 
round her Neck, and endeavouring to kiſs her, 
Mrs. Davies puſh'd her rudely off, and would 
have gone directly out of the Houſe, had not 
the Lady placed herſelf before the Door, te 
ling her, ſhe muſt firſt pay for the Bottle 0 
Wine ſhe had the Evening before. Upon be 
ing told it was a Guilder, ſhe threw down the 
. and flew out of the Houſe in a Rage 
Zohbn paid the other Bottle, and follow'd her 
ready to ſplit his Sides with Laughter. 
Having. viſited Amſterdam, our Heroine r 
turn'd to her Quarters, where ſhe ſtaid till tha; 
Opening of the Campaign of 1705. The Duli 
of Marlborough arrived at the Hague the mid 
dle of April, and having placed himſelf at the 
Head of the Army, march'd towards the M 
ſelle, to join the Germans betimes, not doubtingſitt: 
but the French would draw off from the Low 
Countries a conſiderable Number of their Forces 
and ſend) them the ſame Way to oppoſe the 
Allies; but the French were ſatisfied the Duke 
would loſe a great deal of Time in waiting fol 
the Germans, and were therefore determined | 
the mean time to undertake ſome important Extez 
peditio 
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edition on the Maeſe. The Dutch Army, not 
being ſtrong enough to keep the Field, was en- 
nch d under the Cannon of Maęſtricht. The 
rench quitting their Lines on the 2. of May, 
the next Day inveſted Huy. The Town, which 
as defenceleſs, immediately ſurrender'd. On 
he zoth at Night, the Trenches were opened 
before Fort Picard, which was carried on the 
hird Aſſault. They then raiſed new Batteries 
zainſt the others, and made ſuch a terrible 
Fire, that Cronſtrom, who was Governor, was 
{bliged to furrender Priſoner of War. 
The French taking Huy, and laying Siege to 
he Citadel of Liege, together with the Want 
pf Magazines on the Moſelle, by which the 
Duke's Army began to ſuffer, and the Diſtance 
f the Germans renqfring it impoſſible for them 
o join him time enough to undertake any 
Hing conſiderable on that Side, obliged the 
Duke to quit the Moſelle. He was no ſooner 
rived in the Neighbourhood of Maeſtricht, 
but the French abandon'd the City of Liege, 
Waiſed the Siege of the Citadel, and withdrew, 
Ss uſual, into their Lines. The Army being 
ow united, retook Huy; and, by the Advice 
f the Duke, reſolv'd to attack the Enemy's 
ines. They accordingly march'd directly to 
rack them at one and the ſame time at Heili- 
beim, and at the Villages of Nederheſpen and 
ce Peſtmalen. The Vanguard being, at Break of 
Way, arriv'd at the Place of Rendezvous, Count 
elles immediately aſſaulted the Caſtle of 
Vang, which, after a ſmall Defence, he car- 
ed, and entering the Lines with the Runaways, 
ew up in Order of Battle, 

WE: / Lieutenant- 
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Lieutenant-General Schultz, with as great Fx 
cility, made himſelf Maſter of the Villages df 
Overbeſpen and Nederbeſpen; by which the 
Horſe and Dragoons having Openings to ent 
the Lines, the Duke led them on, and form? 
them to make head againſt the Enemy. The 
were ſoon oppoſed by a large Body of Hor 
and Foot; but the Duke charged them bf 
briſkly, that he entirely routed them, and mad: 
_ himfelf Maſter of eight Pieces of Cannon. The 
reſt of the French, who were advancing to ſup 
port the foremoſt Corps, ſeeing their Hork 
take to flight, follow'd their Example. Thi, 
Succeſs was follow'd by the taking of Tire 
mont, where the Garrifon were made Priſoner 
The French Army, which was obliged to rei 
treat, ſome towards Namur, and others toward 
Louvain, found Means to unite and entrencilifþ, 
themſelves behind the Dyle. The Duke woul 
have attack*d them here, but was oppoſed by, 
the Dutch; which he reſented ſo much, tha 
the States, to give him Satisfaction, remove 
General Schlangenburg, who made the Oppolith 
tion. After having continued ſome time 1 
View of the Enemy, the Allies marched tt 
Leute, and inveſted it, notwithſtanding its be 
ing ſituated in the middle of a Moraſs. The 
Siege was carried on fo vigorouſly by Lieut: 
nant General Dedem, that the Baron du Mun 
who commanded in the Place, offered to fur 
render, on condition of having military Ho; 


nours allow'd him. This being rejected, It 
and his Garriſon were ſoon compell'd to yer 
themſelves Priſoners of War. 
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FM The: confederate Army having level'd the 
0 ch Lines, broken the Sluices, and demo- 
the Mih'd the Outworks of T:irlemont, marched to 


hsls, and the Duke made a Tour to the 
ue. On his Return to the Army, they be- 
eged Sanduliet, which in three Days time ſur- 
nder d. © The taking of this Town putting 
n end to the ( ions of the Campaign, the 
Duke of Mariborough went to Vienna, where 
he was received with the higheſt Marks of Di- 
tintion, The Emperor confirmed him Prince 
Yiebf the Empire, erected the Diſtrict of Milen- 
Wein into a Principality for him, and gave Ad- 
ice of it to the Diet of Ratiſbon, enjoining 
hem to receive @ Deputy of this Principality; 
and to give him Place in their Seſſions. 1 
Nothing worth the Reader's Notice hap- 
pen'd to our Heroine in particular this Win- 
er. New Recruits and Horſes arrived in Hol- 
nd the 3d of April 1706, and the Duke of 
arlbarougb, with 4 Number of Volunteers, 
Wanded there on the 25th. The Enemy had 
rrought hard all Winter upon their Entrench- 
ents behind tlie Dyle, and on the fortifying 
ouvain, where they had brought together pro- 
Iigious Quantities of Flour, Hay, Oats, and 
Wl! Sorts of Ammunition. N | 
The Duke of Lefrain, fearing his Country 
would be made the Seat of War, from the 
Duke of Mariborough's March to the Meſe/le 
| 1705, when he drew near his Frontiers, ſent 
| Count Martigny to his Grace, with a very 
\Fomplaifant Letter; in which he intreated him 
o ule that Moderation towards a defenceleſs 
ountryz'- which 4 on many other 
2 


Occa- 


ſions, | 
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lions, heighten'd his great Character. He al 
obtain'd from the King of the Romans, th 

_ Emperor's Protection; and, by a Memoria 
deſir'd the States General to obferve the ſan 
Neutrality. His Envoy receiv'd the followiny 
Anſwer to his Memorial: © That the Sau 
« having been inform'd that the French: ha 
not only poſſefſed themſelves of very ady 
tagious Poſts in Lorrain, but were actual 
« at work to fortify Nancy, they could ng 

look ſuch a Procedure as other than a 

» < Infrattion of the Neutrality, which they ha 
'« defir'd the Duke to obſerve, by compelling 
the French to evacuate thoſe Places whic 
-< they had ſeized.” France however was ve 

far from ſuch a Diſpoſition; for the King api 
prehending an Invaſion by the way of Lorrai 
in the very Beginning of this Year placed G 
rifons in all the Duke's fortified Towns, an 
obliged him to furniſh three Millions of Liin 
yearly, towards the Expence of the War. 

This little Digreſſion may ſerve to give th 
Reader fome Idea of the Situation of Affairs: 
r 
Every thing being ready for opening 
ign, the Army of the Allies encampF*, 

between Corris and Tourine. The French a 

left their Entrenchments on the Dyle, with d 

ſign to ſurprize the Allies, while they were f 

perior; for they had certain Intelligence, ti 

the Elector of Brandenbourg would not be o 

haſty in ſending his Troops to the Rendezvou K 

and that the Danes had refuſed to march, e 

reaſon of the Arrears due to them. The Staff"? 

being appriz d of the Defigns of the FradF®? 
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was in fact a Woman, He was very loth u 
believe it, and did her the Honour to ſay, A 
bad always look'd upon her as the prettieff Feun 
and the beſt Man he had. His Incredulity mad 
him ſend for her ſuppoſed Brother, who fine 
ing the Secret diſcover'd, acknowledged tha 
ſhe was his Wife, and that he had had thre 
Children by her. The News of this Diſcover 
ſpread far and near, and brought Mrs. Davy 
abundance: of Viſiters, and Lord John Hay 

ongſt the reſt. My Lord firſt examin'd ha" 
omrade, who proteſted that he never knew 
dl 


| 


: 


or even ſuſpected, that his Bedfellow was 
Woman, Her Huſband being then call'd i 
gave my Lard a full Account of his Wie Ic 
Adventures, and the Reaſon of them; addingſ® 
the Particulars of their meeting, and her obiſſſer 
nate Refuſal of bedding with him. My Loge. 
1 well entertain'd with our Amazu el 
! | „and order d that ſhe ſhould want us 
nothing, and that her Pay ſhould be continue 
while ſhe was under Cure. When his Lon 
ſhip heard ſhe was well enough to go abroafÞ: 
he ſent her ſome Shirts and Sheets to make il, | 

o Shift. Brigadier Preſton made her a H. 
. ſent of a handſome Silk Gown 3 and every e 
of the Officers contributed ſomething requigg**" 
to the Dreſs of her Sex, diſmiſſing her the M 
vice with a handſome Compliment. Being Har. 
_  equipp'd, ſhe waited on all her Bene facto les 

return them Fhanks. Lord Hayes ſaid, * 
boped: ſhe: would not continue her Cruelty: 16 Ya 
Huſhand. She anſwer'd, My Lord, the Di 
very of my Sex has now removed the Cauſe, af" 
I baue no Oljectian 10 living with my. Hub. 
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x tis the Duty of an honeſt Wife. Well, faid 
Lord, I am ſatisfied ; we will have a new. 
/edding. Accordingly all the Officers of the 
Regiment were invited, and the Marriage Ce- 
mony was again repeated with great Solem- 
ity : After which every one would kiſs the 
ide, and made her very handſome Preſents at 
arting. | 
Mrs Davies, who had always an Averſion 
pan idle Life, and, having now no Pay, was 
nder a Neceſſity of doing ſomething for a Sup- 
ort, undertook to cook for the Regiment, re» 
urning to her Huſband's Quarters every Night, 
She did not long carry on this wine as the 
loſe Attendance it requir'd prevented her ma- 
uoding, which was vaſtly more beneficial. Af⸗ 
er ſhe had given over cooking, ſhe turned Sut- 
r, and by the Indulgence of the Officers was 
jermitted to pitch her Tent in the Front, while 
chers were driven to the Rear of the Army. 
The. Rapidity af the Conqueſts which at- 
Wnded the Victory of Ramelies is ſo remarkable, 
at we cannot pals it over in Silence. 
The victorious Army having reſted the Night 
hich follow'd the Battle, briſkly purſued the 
| wh the next Morning, and: croſſed the Dyle 
ear Louvain. This large City ſubmitted, and 
e Allies placed a Garriſon in it. Hence the 
arch'd on to Bruſſels, from which Place the 
ector of Bavaria had . retired after the laft 
Wattle. Wherefore, the Town being ſummon'd 
a Letter from the Duke of Marlborough and 
Je Deputies of the States, opened her Gates, 
;. as ſubmitted to King Charles. Mecklin and 
2 follow'd this Example. | 
E 4 The 
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The Elector of Bavaria ſeem'd determin'd 
to ſtand the Allies behind the Scheld, near Ghent 
with the Troops he had ſaved : But they did 
not give him Time to entrench himſelf ; for 
they decampid from Grimbergen, and being ad. 
vanced as far as Meerbeek, they heard that the 
Enemy had abandon'd the Lines in Flanders. 
While the Army was on its March, Mrs. Da: 
vies join'd it, being entirely recover'd. On 
this Advice Ghent was ſummon'd, which fur 
render'd to Major-General Cadogan. Genen 
Fagel poſſeſſed himſelf of Bruges, and, without 
ſtriking a Stroke, made himſelf Maſter of 
Damme, and of the Caſtle of Rodenbuis, or Rei 
Fionſe. After the Enemy had abandon'd al 
their Lines in the Country of Maas, the Garti 
ſon of Antwerp making a Shew of Defence, 
General Cadogan marched thither with twelve 
hundred Men, and ſummon'd the Place. Afte 
many Parleys, the Garriſon capitulated. The 
rext Day the French alfo evacuated Fort Pear, 
Fort Mary, and Fort Philip, fituated on tit 
| Scheld, and near to Antwerp. Even Ondenard! 
being ſummon'd on the 1ſt of June, ſurten 
der'd the next Day. Thus the winning of on: 
ſingle Battle reduced all Brabant, and a great 
Part of Flanders. e 
After chis ſucceſsful Opening of the Cam 
paign, the Duke of Marlborough went to tit 6 
Tarts tõ conſult with the States General off 
the Plan of military Operations. On his Ref th 
turn he immediately inveſted Oſtend by Lan 
while Admiral Fairborn block'd it up by S 
The Ton could not be entirely incloſed, wi 
out taking Fort de Plaſendaal; which Gene 
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agel attack'd with ſuch Reſolution, that he 
arried it, and made the Garriſon Priſoners of 

ar. The Fire upon the Town, both from 
he Land and Sea, was fo terrible, that it ca- 
jitulated in a few Days, though it had, under 
he Government of Archduke Albert, held out 
WW three Years Siege. 

After the Reduction of Oſtend, the Town of 
ourtray ſent Deputies to the Generals to make 
s Submiſſion, the French having abandon'd it 
after they had exacted large Contributions. The 
ext thing the Army undertook was the Siege 
pf Menin, with two hundred Pieces of Cannon; 
chich Place, though call'd the Key of France, 
eld out but eighteen Days after the Trenches 
Were opened, and ſurrender'd upon Terms, in 
a Month after it was inveſted. The Allies loſt 
a great many Men in this Siege. Mrs. Davies 
was not obliged to expoſe herſelf to any Dan- 
ger; which ſhe did however, by following her 
Huſband, * whom | ſhe would never abandon, 
While the Army ſtaid here to fill up the Works 
and repair the Breaches, General Churchill was 
detached to reduce Dendermonde; which made 
ona more obſtinate Reſiſtance than was expected, 
but ſurrender'd on the gth of September. , 

The Siege of Aeth was next undertaken, by 
Field-Marſhal Owwerkerke, or Auverguerque. 
A General [agoidſby broke Ground on the 20th at 
Night, with the Loſs. of one Man only; for 
the Enemy imagining the Trenches would be 
opened on the contrary Side, had drawn their 
Strength to that Quarter. When our Heroine's 
Huſband marched with General Ingoldſiy to the 
dide where they were to break Ground, he left 
8 * 
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ber boiling the Pot, with which ſhedeſign'd 
regale him and the Officers of his Regiment 


When the Meat was ready, ſhe cover'd it with 
Cloths fo cloſe that no Steam could get out, 
and venturing through a Village belonging t 
tho Enemy, by a Circuit of five Miles, got ſafe 


with her Proviſions on her Head to the Trench. 


Having found her Huſband, ſhe ſet the Broth 
and Meat before him; he invited his Colone 


2 and other Officers, who were not a little fur- 


prized at the: Riſque his Wife had run, ang 


that ſhe could bring it hot ſuch a Length of 


Way. Lord Anvergnerque, who was come to 
thank the Officers | and Soldiers for their Dili 


+ gence, ftood talking to ſome of the former, 


when Mrs. Davies, looking through the Sand 
Bags, faw a Soldier who came out of the Tow 
to gather Turnips. She took a Piece out of 
one of the Soldiers Hands, and call'd to an Of: 
ficer to fee her ſhoot him. Tis probable they 
were juſt then perceived; for the Inſtant he 
kill'd the Man, a t- Shot from the Tow! 
1 the Sand- Bags, ſplit her under 


Lip, beat one of her Teeth into her Mouth, 
and knock*d her down. Bath this Shot, and 
that which Mrs. Davies fir d at the Soldier, 
were ſo exactly at a Time, that none coul 
tell whether ſhe fell by the recoiling of her ow! 
Piece, or the Enemy's Ball. Her Huſband ran 
to take her up, imagining ſhe was ſhot througi 
the Head; but ſhe convinced him to the cor 
trary, by ſpitting the Ball and Tooth into her 
Hand. General Ingolaſby's Surgeon ſewed up 
her Lip, and took proper Care of her. Lord 
Auverquerque, who had ſeen what paſſed, mad 
2 


her 
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her a Preſent of five Piſtoles. In a few- Days 


the Breaches were ſo wide, that the 
beat the Chamade ; but all Terms were refuſed 
them, and the Garriſon obliged to ſurrender 
Priſoners of War. 
Town put and End to the Campaign of 1706 
in the Low Countries, and the Army ſoon after 
march'd into Winter Quarters. Mrs. Davies's 


Regiment (for ſo we call that to which her. 


Huſband belong'd) was quarter'd in Ghent, 


where ſhe was deliver'd of a Child before her 
Time, which lived about half a Year. Rather 
than live an idle Life, ſne hired herſelf to 
Mrs. Dupper, the head Sutler, to be under the 


Cook. While ſhe was in this Service, the Cook 
had one Day Orders to dreſs ſomething for 
Mr. Stone the Surgeon, which was ready for 
the Table, when Lieutenant St. Leiger came in- 
to the Kitchen, and would have it for himſelf; 


the Cook would not yield to it, and the Lieu- 


tenant knock'd him down. Mrs. Davies, irri- 
tated at the Injuſtice of the Action, ran to the 
Lieutenant, collar'd him, threw up his Heels, 


and in the Fall he broke his Leg. Mr. Dan- 


per, Mr. Stone, and ſeveral others ran in, and 
every one allow'd her to have been in the 
tight. Mr. Stone refuſed to ſet his Leg, which 


was done by a French Surgeon, but after ſuch 


a bungling Manner, that it was no ſmall Mor- 
tiication to him, who was a tall, ſtrong, weli- 


made, black Man, and had no ſmall Opinion 


During Mrs. Daviess Stay in Ghent, the 


Dutch Woman, with whom ſhe found her 
Y Huſband at Breda, had the Confidence to take 
| 24 Lodging 
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a'Lodgin oppoſite to theirs; and one Day, 
juſt at inveigled him to an All p 
houſe. Mrs. Davies going out to look for him 
was inform'd where he was, and with wa 
Company. This News ſetting her in a Flame 
ſhe ran thither directly, and faw them fitting i 
a Box, the Woman outermoſt. Her Rage wx 
10 great, that ſhe ſtruck at her with a Cage 
Knife, and cut her Noſe off cloſe to her Face 
except a ſmall Part of the Skin, by which i 
— * 4 Her Hufband leaping over the Tabl. 
| the main Guard for a Surgeon, who 
ſewid it on again; but the Wound, howeve;, 
disfigur'd her. Mrs. Davies's Hufband, by Or 
der of the Colonel, was confined, and. repri- 
manded very ſeverely : His Dulcinia did nal. 
come off fo eafily, for ſhe was pur into a tum. 
ing Stool, and whirFd'round till ſhe was dizzy, 
and ſo ſick that ' ſhe emptied her Stomach. 
This Stool is like a round Cage, big enough 
to hold one Perſon, fix*d upon a Spindle, it 
which the Criminal is expoſed to the Ridicule 
of all the By-ftanders. After ſhe had undes 
gone this Puniſhment, ſhe was conducted ou: 
ol the Gates of the Town with great Ceremo- 
ny. Mrs. Davies afterwards acknowledg'd, that 
the Violence of her Temper,” which was a ye 
ry jealous one, carried her too far on this Oc. 
caſion; for in the Place where ſhe found them, 
they could not have wrong' d her; nor had ſhe 
any Reaſon to think her Huſband had been 
guilty of any criminal Familiarity with Wo 
men from the Time ſhe found him. The Wo— 
man who raiſed this Jealouſy married at Grit. 


1 22 where Mrs. Davies often afterwards met 
1 
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her, and was as well pleaſed, as ſhe was mor- 
fed, at the Figure ſhe made by the — — 
jon of her Noſe, and its being ſtitch' d on 
ain. | 
Saen after her rough Treatment of her Huf- 
band's Miſtreſs, a Man and Women were 
xccuted for a barbarous Murder. The Man 
s married to a very handſome Woman at 
udenarde, by whom he had had three Chil 
een, and who was, at the Time he perpetra- 
"Weed chis Villainy, big of the fourth. The Fe- 


de Criminal was his Servant, a very pretty 
Oi, with whom he carried on an Intrigue; 


and, that he might do it without Controul, re- 
P Wfolved to take off his Wife by Poiſon, which 
"Wc accordingly prepared, and bad the Wench 
put it into her Miſtrels's Water-gruel z then 
vent to Ghent. She punctually obey this Or- 
Wer, and it had the dire Effect propoſed: The. 
door Woman ſwell'd amazingly, and was in 
ue utmoſt Torture. Her little Boy, about nine 
Jer.) cars old, hearing his Mother cry out in her 
Agonies, ran and brought her Relations; but 
othing could relieve her; and it being evi- 
ent that ſhe was poiſon'd, the Maid was ſe- 
ed, who in Priſon confels'd that ſhe had put 
omething into her Miſtreſs's Water-gruel by 
her Maſter's Order. Upon this Confeſſion, four 
Men were appointed to watch his Return to 
he Town, which was about Sun-ſet. He was 
mmediately ſeiz d and put into a ſeparate Pri- 
on, and in a few Days the whole Truth was 
Weed out; on which they were condemin'd, 
Id the next Day executed; the Maid was be- 
aded, and the Maſter broke upon the Wheel. 
After It 


in Chains, the Woman by the Heels, the Ma 


deſty forbids us to repeat. However, Mrs. Ds 


had laid the Wage 


ſuch Trifling, declar'd if he would not 8 a 


and receiving ſeveral ſmart Blows; till at la 
ſhe ſeiz'd him by the Collar, tripp'd wp 
FEY ec 
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After the Execution was over, they were hung 


by the Neck. FG | 

Mrs. Davies and others marching that way 
ſome time after this Execution, one of the Com 
pany obſerving a Bird go in an out of a cet 
tain Part of the Woman's Body that may bt 
eaſily gueſs' d at, cried out, Z-----s, #bere's 4 
Bird's Neſt, and nam'd the Place, which Mo 


vies went to ſearch, and pull'd out five young: 
Birds juſt fledg'd, to the Amazement of all th 
beheld them. And ſince, near Holloway, a 
ſhe was walking one Summer's Evening, ſte 
obſerv'd a Multitude of People taking notic 
of a Bird flying in and out through the Socket 
of the Eye of a Man hung in Chains. Whe 
Mrs. Davies told the Mob ſhe was affur'd 
Bird had built her Neſt there, in general the 
hooted her with Scorn : But offering to lay  * 
Wager of a Crown to prove her Aſſertion, {hs 
was ſoon taken up; and procurmg a Ladde 
from a neighbouring Houle, ſhe clapp'd it i ' 
gainſt the Gibbet, mounted it, and drew off 
a Wren's Neſt with five Eggs. The Man wii®" 
r with her, wanted to be off ©" 


and thought, becauſe ſhe was a Woman, tt 
laugh her out of it: But ſhe not being uſedt 


her the Crown, ſhe would have 1t out © 

Bones, Hell, replied the Fellow, you all ht 
it if you can get it. Shall I, ſaid ſhe? 4% 
that, Upon which ſhe flew at him, giving © 
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eds, laid him a-croſs her Knees, pull'd down 
Breeches, and gave him three or four Slaps 
his bare Bum, among ſeveral hundred Spe- 
xors, who applauded her Revenge with loud 
Iurza's! That done, ſhe ſeiz'd him by the 
vs, and ſhook his Money out of his Pocket 
don the Ground. She took up her Crown, 
ling him ſhe ſhould take but her own, and 
might go to the Devil with the reſt. He 
k the Remainder, put up his Breeches, and 
eak d off with a hollowing Mob at his Tail. 
his Rencounter prov*d very lucky to Mrs. Da- 
e, for the Engagement ftopp*d ſeveral Gen- 
men to ſee the Event of it; and among them 
Collection was made of eight Pounds foar- 

Wn Shillings, which ſhe carried home in Tri- 


T the Year 1706 was remarkable for Prince 
one's raiſing the Siege of Turin, we think 
vill not be diſagreeable to take a Step into 
Wy, and give a ſhort Account of the Situation 
Affairs in Savoy. On the 29th of Septew- 
ic the French inveſted Turin, but they wich- 
ew from thence on the 1oth of OFober, and 
tempted Ati; but falling there, they made 


emſelves amends by the Reduction of Mee, 
„ iich the Duke of Berwick inveſted and took 
du Capitulation. 


Doring the Winter, 1705, the King of 
ace had made vaſt Preparations for the Re- 
ion of the Capital of Savoy. The Duke, 
the other hand, did not loſe Courage, but 
ivin d every thing that a brave and prudent Prince 
it Aeht, for the Defence of his Country; em- 


t b 
8 Meying the Subſidies he drew from England 
lee | ma 
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and Holland, in well ſtoring his Metropolis wi 
Proviſion and Ammunition, in repairing t 
old, and adding new Fortifications. The Ton 
being inveſted, was affaulted and defended wi 
equal and ſurprizing Bravery. While th 
were furiouſly intent upon taking and retakin 
the Outworks, Prince Eugene began his Mar 
for Italy with the Imperial Army, greatly rei 
forced by the auxilliary Troops of England 
Holland. He broke through all the Obſtac 
the French threw in his Way, and ſubſiſted 
Army in the midſt of an Enemy's Count. 
which he was obliged to croſs, paſſed ſeve 
large Rivers, and in thirty-four Marches joir 
the Duke of Savoy on the 1ſt of Septen 
within four Leagues of Turin. On the 7th 
the Morning they march'd up to attack 
Beſiegers, reſerving their own Fire, and rece 
ing the Enemy's at the very Foot of their EH 
trenchments, where they fell upon them wi 
ſuch Fury, and made ſuch a terrible Slaught 
that the French abandon'd all their Artill 
and Ammunition, and ſought their Safety 
their Flight. This glorious Victory not o 
1 the Capital, but retriev'd what 
uke had loſt, and was follow'd by the 8 
miſſion of the Abianeſe to King Charles III. 
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E are now come to the Year 1707, 
in which Marſhal Villars forced the 
Lines of Stelboſſen, on the Upper 


n Rhine,” got a conſiderable Booty, 
took two hundred Pieces of Cannon, and 
open'd ' himſelf a Paſſage into Germany. This 
made the Court of Vienna ſtrenuouſly ſolicit the 
States General and the Electors, to fend imme- 
ately Succours for the Defence of the Empire, 
and offer the Command of the Imperial Army, 


s Generaliſſimo, to the Ele&or of Hanover, 
tne late King George, who accepted it, at the 
Solicitation of Queen Aune and the States Ge- 
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neral; but nothing was done on the Upper 


The Duke of Marlborough arriv'd at the 
Hague in May, and from thence ſet out for the 
Army encamp'd at Lembeek. The Attention 
of all being turn'd on the Siege of Toulon, 
where the Allies miſcarried, nothing of Im- 
portance was done this Campaign in the Low 
Countries: Let us therefore turn our Eyes upon IN 
Spain, where the Allies having raiſed the Siege 
of Barcelona, penetrated as far as Madrid, 
which King Philip abandon'd and went to head 
the Succours ſent him by France. Theſe wer 
ſo conſiderable, that being join'd with the 
Troops that had been compell'd to raiſe the 
Siege of Barcelona, his Army was much ſtronger 
than that of the Allies; wherefore they thought 
proper to quit this Capital in their Turn, Kang 
Charles join'd the Army on the 8th of Aug 
with two Regiments of Horſe and three Batta 
lions; but having let ſlip the Opportunity, the 
beſt they could now do, was to march to the 
Frontiers of Valencia and Murcia, and ſo di 
ſtribute the Winter Quarters as to be able FF 
cover thoſe two Kingdoms, with Arragon ant 
Catalonia, King Charles with a few Troop | 
withdrew to Barcelona, and on his Retreat ti 
French took in a great Number of Town 
Caſtles, and Forts. In the Spring it was re 
ſolved to aſſemble all the Troops in one Body 
and by the Way of Arragon to penetrate intgmar 
Caſtile. The whole Army took the Field of. 
the 6th of April, to put the Project in Exec. 
tion. The Number of the Allies was fifty'ng 
three Squadrons and forty-two Battalions, whicac 


havin 
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having deſtroy'd ſeveral of the Enemy's Ma- 

guines, they beſieged the Caſtle of Villena; 
but before any Breach made, the Enemy, ha- 
he Nring near Almanza form'd a Body of ſeventy- 
on Mix Squadrons and fifty-four Battalions, were 
n, preparing to march and join ſeven or eight 
mn. thouſand French under the Command of the 
Duke of Orleans, As the Allies did not ima- 
pine the m_ ſo ſtrong, it was reſolved in 
Council of War to attack them before their 
ropoſed Junction. The Engliſh and Dutch 
who began the Fight, notwithſtanding they 
Wbchaved with as much Bravery as Men could 
theo, were twice repulſed, and the Enemy ob- 
the ain d a compleat Victory: About three thou- 
ſand were taken Priſoners, and the better Part 
ff the Foot was cut to pieces. The Havock 
nade of the Allies had been much greater, and 
poſſibly no Quarters had been given, if th 
Duke of Berwick had not interpoſed. | 

After this ſignal Victory the Conquerors 
Found no Difficulty to make themſelves Maſters 
ff almoſt all the Kingdom of Valencia; and 
lividing their Army into three Corps, that un- 
ler the Duke of Orleans took in Calatajud, and 
Sppear'd before Saragoſſa. The Garriſon with- 
threw the Night before into Catalonia, ſo that 
he Town came to the beſt Terms they could 
nth the Duke, who put into it two thouſand 
en, The Chevalier 4“ Asfeldt, who com- 
inFmanded the ſecond Corps, after having taken 
tiva Sword in Hand, march'd to beſiege Ali- 
ect. In the Interim the Earl of Galway, ha- 
frying drawn out the Garriſons of ſeveral Places, 
hic ad taken Poſt behind the Segre; but the Duke 


vi F 2 of 


pute. This obliged the [Garriſon to retire t 


carried the Outworks Sword in Hand the fir 
of November, made ſeveral Mines, and batter 
the main Body of the Place. The Garriſo 


was allow'd all military Honours, and a fic 
Pardon was granted to the Inhabitants. 


Campaign. In Flanders, the French and Alli 
were in a manner inactive; though the form 
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of "Berwick, with a third Body, having join' 
the Duke of Orleans, it was reſolved to dil 
lodge the Engliſh General, to croſs the Er 
and to penetrate into Catalonia. The Canna 
being arriv'd, they placed it on the Bank « 
the Cinca, and made ſo ſtrong a Fire upon fon 

Squadrons poſted on the other Side, that they 
were obliged to retire : After which the En 
my croſs'd the River, and laid Siege to L 
da. The Place was garrifon'd by 3000 Engl 
the Fortifications in good Repair, and the Ga 
dens, Trees, and Houſes in the Neighbourhoo 
all deſtroy d. The violent Heats being over 
the Duke of Orleans ſent his Foot before, an 
follow'd them with the Horſe in a few Day 
Notwithſtanding the Beſieged made a gallar 
Defence, the Aſſailants puſh'd forward the 
Works; and having made a Breach large enoug 
to attack the cover'd Way, they made a Lodg 

ment there, after an obſtinate and bloody DA 


the Caſtle ; but the Duke of Orleans havin! 
being thus ſtreighten'd, capitulated on the 100 


Ciudad-Rodrigo in the Kingdom of Leon vi | 
taken on Capitulation. The Winter drawing; ; 
on, nothing more was done in Catalonia th 


were ſecretly employ'd at home in preparing i« 


the Execution of a Project, which, had it fu 


ceede 
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Needed, would have quite diſconcerted the lat- 
i er, and have made Lewis XIV. triumph over 
his Enemies: But the Dutch diſcover'd his 
""WPreparations, and gave notice to the Queen of 
land, that a Deſign was form'd of making 
"W Deſcent in ſome Part of her Dominions in 
our of the Pretender. The Event proved 
he Truth of the Intelligence; for the French 
tually embark'd twelve Battalions on board 
ſufficient Number of Ships, with ſome thou- 
ands of ſpare Arms, and four Millions of Li- 
res, On the gth of March, 1708, the King 
ent to $f, Germain's to take his Leave of the 
Pretender, and made him a Preſent of a Sword 
t with Diamonds worth go, ooo Livres, de- 
Jing him to remember that it was a French 
Word. Having made a ſuitable Compliment 
dub the King, and taken Leave of the Dauphin 
Fd the other Princes of the Blood, he ſet fail 
om Dunkirk for Scotland, in hopes of: being 
n'd there by fuch Malecontents as were averſe 
the Union, and by their Aſſiſtance, and the 
Jvops that follow'd, to reduce the Kingdom 
Great Britain. 

Ihe Eng/ihh and States General ſoon got rea- 
a Fleet of forty Men of War under the 
mmand of the late Lord Torrington, who 
low'd the French, having Advice of their 
parture and Courſe, In the mean while ſome 
giſb Troops, drawn out of the Garriſons of 
nders, were ſent to England by the Way of 
Fil. The Pretender came to an Anchor 
ir Edinburgh, and fir'd the Number of Can- 
agreed upon, hoping the Signal would raiſe 
Fe thouſands of Malecontents to ſupport his 

cede 
F 3 Pre- 
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Pretenſions, Preparations were making to dif 
embark his Troops; but the Engii/h appearing 
in Sight, ſuſpended their landing. A Counci 
however was held, in which it was reſolved to 
ſend. three Ships cloſe to the Town, to land 
their Troops in caſe. they perceiv*d any Com: 
motion in their favour; but theſe finding none 

moved, except to oppoſe them in the Attemp 
mn oblig'd to drop the Enterprize, and 
make the beſt of their way to the Coaſt 0 
France. This unſucceſsful Project only ſerv'i 
to writate the Allies, and brought them to 
Reſolution of acting with more Vigour thay 
they had yet done. To this End the Duke ff” 
Marlborough ſet out for Brabant to draw th - 
Army together. The French alſo. on their fi. 
aſſembled their Forces. After many Motio 
both Armies entrenched, themſelves, as if they 
delign'd to try which would be firſt weary % 

Raying; but on a ſudden, when none expect, 
it, the French ſent away ſixteen thouſand Men the 
who march'd to Aloſt, and broke all the Bridg: 
behind them. The Body of their Army at 
ving at Halle, Orders were ſent to the abo 
Detachment to march with all ſpeed to Ghz 
each Horſeman with a Foot-Soldier behind h 
They arriv'd as the Gates were opening, al 
having forced the Guards of Burghers, mal 
themſelves Maſters of the Town; upon whit, 

the Garriſon immediately capitulated, At ti 
fame time the Count de la Motte, marchi 
with a Body of thirteen thouſand, Men to Bruf » 
found the Town unprovided with Troops, Mig 
Jeiz'd upon it; after which he carried Fort J 
fandal Sword in Hand. 
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| At the firſt Intelligence of the March of the 
iF French, the Allies purſued them with all poſſi- 
"2M ble Expedition, but could not prevent their 
cl continuing their March: Wherefore, on Ad- 
UE vice of the Loſs of the above-mention'd Places, 
they march*d with all ſpeed towards Oudenarde 
to meet with the Enemy, and force them to a 
Battle. To this End M. Rantzau and General 
MCadogan were detached to ſecure the Paſs of 
Leſines, while the Army bent its March the 
ame way. Theſe Officers diſcover'd the French 
Amy entrench'd below Oudenarde, on a Ground 
i Wencumber*d with Hedges and Buſhes, They 
"Mimmediately gave notice of it to the Grand Ar- 
my, and had Orders ſent back to attack them 
Evithout lofing a Minute's Time. They accord- 
Wdingly charged them at the Village, whence 
Whey drove them with great Slaughter. The 
reſt of the Army having paſs'd the Scheld, 
Fiorm'd themſelves as they advanced, and began 
„de Fight with a great deal of Reſolution; but 
Wie Foot only engaged, the Ground not being 
Proper for the Horſe, The French behaved 
ery gallantly, and diſputed every Inch of 
round, till being taken in the Rear they be- 
zun to loſe Courage, and quitted the Field, 
x here they left a great Number of their Dead, 
Id taking advantage of the Night, ſhelter'd 
emſelves under the Cannon of Ghent. The 
Allies ſoon after moved to Courtray; where 
: olonel Chelmondeley's Men were drawn up to 
w ; review'd by their Officers, while Mrs. Da- 
5 es was going into the Town to purchaſe Pro- 
ions for her Tent. The Colonel waited for 
Per coming out, that he might divert himſelf 
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by teazing her. Mrs. Davies carried her Pro. 
viſions on a Mare, and the Colonel turn'd looſe 
a ſmall Stone-horſe that he had ; who began 
to be very rude with the poor Beaſt, and in his 
rough Courtſhip broke four Bottles of Wine, 
Some time after this, as ſhe was upon her Mare, 
in a Dreſs convenient for her Vocation, Mr, 
Montgomery, Captain of the Grenadiers in Lord 
Orkney's 011 ee began to ridicule her Ha. 
bit, and make a Jeſt of her Beaſt. She of. 
fer'd to run her againſt his Horſe for a Piſtol, 
and both of them to ride. Brigadier Godfrey, 
who was by, laid another Piſtole on her Side, 
They both ſtarted at the Beat of Drum, placed 
to give the Signal, and kept pace together far 
fome time; but Mrs. Davies finding he was 

oing to leave her, made a furious Puſh at him, 

ung Man and Horſe into the Ditch, and 6 
won the Race. The Brigadier laugh'd heartily 
at the Stratagem, but the Captain was half an 
gry ; which however gave Mrs. Davies no Un 
eaſineſs, for ſhe had as little Fear about her e 
any Man in the Army. 
The Allies having receiv'd a Reinforcement 
of German Troops, poſſeſs'd themſelves of th 
Lines the- French had thrown up to cover Va 
leon Flanders, and made Preparations to Ia 
Siege to Liſle. As ſoon as the heavy Cannot 
and a Convoy with Provifion and Ammunitio? 
were arriv'd, the Town was inveſted, It w. 
abundantly ſupplied with every thing necefſan”"+ 
to hold out a long Siege; and Marſhal Boy 
feers, who commanded in it, had with him 
numerous Garriſon. The Works were carrie 
on without Intermiſſion, while the grand 47 Yr 
Y obſerv' 
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o- Wſerv*d that of the French, which was daily 
> Winforced, and at laſt conſiſted of a hundred 
an Nrenty- ſix Battalions and two hundred and eight 
is Wquadrons. With theſe conſiderable Forces 
ie, Dey march'd towards Phalempin, and having 
ken out of Doway thirty Pieces of heavy Can- 
on, they drew near the Allies the gth of Sep- 
ber, whom, though reinforced the Night be- 
re by* a Detachment of ſeventy- ſeven Squa- 
of. Mrons from the Army carrying on the Siege, 
le, Nrery one expected they would attack: But the 
„Nike of Marlborough ſoon diſcovering that they 
de. Neſign'd only to retard the Siege, order'd the 
ed ents to be pitch'd, fortified his Camp with 
for e utmoſt Care, and ſent back to the Siege a 
was art of the Troops he had receiv*'d from thence. 
im, the Interim of theſe Motions, the Beſiegers 
o eing puſh'd as far as the Glacis of the Coun- 

ti carp, four thouſand Grenadiers, beſide thoſe 
Pho were employ'd in the Works, were com- 
Fanded to give the Aſſault, and a moſt furious 
ne it was. The Enemy's Fire from their Out- 
orks made a diſmal Havock, and the Action 
as very bloody; but, notwithſtanding the gal- 
thÞot Reſiſtance of the Beſieged, the Aſſailants 
Val . laſt made ſeveral Lodgments on the Cover'd 

if Woe ; 

no Some Engliſh and Dutch Troops had en- 
rioench'd themſelves in a Market-Town calFd 
urieres: Theſe the Duke of Vendoſine car- 
Wonaded, which made every one conclude he 
Would at length come to a Battle: But he ſe- 
Fetly decamp'd, and poſted himſelf in ſuch a 
anner, that he cut off all the Convoys the 
lies might have had from the Frontier Towns, 
except 
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except from Offend, Eight thouſand El 
were landed at this Port, with a great Quantity 
of Powder and Proviſion, and Stores of 2! 
Sorts, 2 great Part of which had already bee 
received by the Beſiegers. As the RemaindaW; 
was ſtill confiderable, and was every Day = 
creaſing by freſh Supplies from England, Ma 
jor General Webb and Count Naſſan Woudn: 
were detach'd with thirty Battalions 1 
eſcort it. Mrs. Davies's Huſband was in this 
Detachment, whom ſhe follow'd; and th 
Duke of Marlborough advanced beyond Menir 
to be at hand to ſuſtain them. Being joint 
by a ſecond Detachment, they had Advice that 
Monſieur /2 Motte was marching with abort 
twenty thouſand Men to attack them. Upo 
this News the Detachment form*d themfelve 
into two Lines, at the Iſſue of a Defile; an 
a Regiment was poſted on each fide in a neigh 
bouring Coppice, with Orders not to fire ti 
uld take the Enemy in Flank. Soo 
after this Diſpoſition was made, the Enemy ap 
d, and enter'd the Defile to attack the 
ort; when being faluted with a general Dil 
e on either Hand, they were pur inte 
great Diforder. They form'd again however 
but Albemarle's Regiment coming up to attack 
them in Front, while they were expoſed to 
continual Fire on the Flanks, they haſten'd ou 
of the Defile, leaving 4000 Dead behind them 
and fome Pieces of Cannon. The French Ge 
neral not being able to lead on his third At 
tack, was obliged to retreat and ſuffer the Con 
voy to paſs. The Conduct of General Wt 


greatly contributed to this Victory, which hov 
| eve 
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wer he paid dear for by the Wounds he re- 
rived, After the Action, Mrs. Davies got a 
conſiderable Booty. 

The ſafe Arrival of this Convoy was a Sub- 
ect of great Joy to the Allies, who muſt have 
raiſed the Siege had it miſcarried. As they 
began to want Powder in the Town, the French 
endeavour'd to ſupply them, with a good Num- 
ber of Bags which their Horſe carried behind 
them. A Detachment was made of three ſmall 
Bodies of Horſe, with green Boughs in their 
Hats, which was the Diſtinction of the Be- 
fegers. The firſt Party ſucceeded in this Stra- 
agem, and had the good Fortune to get into 
the Town; the ſecond being diſcover'd were 
all blowri up by the Fire taking their Powder, 
or made Priſoners ; and the third return'd back 
the Way they were coming. 

On the third of October the Beſiegers attack'd 
the Half. Moon, and carried the Work, but loſt 
a great many Men before they could lodge 
themſelves. . The Siege was puſh'd on with 
ſuch Reſolution, that on the 22d the Governor 
capitulated, and the Town was ſurrender'd. 
Seventeen hundred French Horſe march'd out, 
and the reſt of the Garriſon, which was fix 
thouſand Men, retir'd into the Citadel. 

During this Siege, as Mrs. Davies was one 
Day a foraging, ſhe enter'd a Chateau deſerted 
by the Enemy, and found in it a Baſket of 
Eggs, and another of Cocks and Hens, which 
ſhe took and preſented to ſome of the Officers. 
The next Day ſhe return'd to the fame Place, 
and got plenty of Corn, Hay, and Straw. | 
this good Fortune ſhe ventur'd to the Place a 
third 
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third time, in hopes of finding ſomething ye 
more valuable: But during the Search ſhe wy 
ſurpriz d by ſome of the French Army, why 
feiz'd her, together with her Mare and Forage 
Whilft the Soldiers were quarrelling about heli 
Cloaths, (for ſhe was in a Man's Drefs) thei Fellox 
Officer came in, whom Mrs. Davies knew ve 
Having aſk'd her What brought her thither, aul bich 
who fhe was? ſhe anſwer'd, Sir, I think zu Ants. 
enght to know me; I am a Son of Captain Mac. At 
laughing of Clare's Regiment. Well now, Hr «hoſe 
v, faid he, I vateſb not after knowing you be havin, 
fore ; but give my humble Service to my Cuſvin f pa 
and Naamfhake : But harkye now, Joy, are yer erat 
Richard or John? Fait, ſaid ſhe, in the Broge, 
Jam Richard. Lell now, Cuſbin, replied he, 
evhat will I do for you? But indeed, Honey, m- 
body ſhall meddle wid your Things, Joy, but go & 
bout your Buſineſs. Being thus ſet at Liberty, 
the haſted to the Duke of Argyle's Quinte with z 
and found him playing at Cheſs. Upon tha 
ſhe addrefs*d him with ſome Warmth and Free Nd! 
dom, aſking him, What he meant by having 1 
better Intelligence, and idling his Time at th. , 
rate, while the French were upon the point i to 
cannonading him? The Duke was foon con 
vinced of the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, and has ir 
ſcarce Time to get into the Lines for Safety, 
Sir Richard Temples and How's Regiments wer 


order'd to clear the Hedges, but were cut to Y 
pieces before the Horſe and Train of Artillery N 
came up, which ſoon drove the French to the * di 
main Body of their Army. The Enemy can ul 


nonaded the Duke of Argyle's Quarters fo ſoon, 


mas there was no making a Bed for him 25 8, 4 
anc 
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and he was obliged to take up with one of 
Straw, and Colonel Campbell for a Chum. The 
zed was of Mrs. Davies's making, and they 
lept very comfortably, whilſt ſhe took the Op- 
portunity to ſteal the Duke's Wine for the poor 
Fellows upon Guard. In the Morning his Grace 
gave her a Piſtole for her early Intelligence, 
which at Night ſhe ſpent on two of his Ser- 
ants. | 

At the Siege of the City, the fame Corporal 
whoſe Eye ſhe ſtruck out in defence of her Pig, 
having received the Company's Maney, inſtead 
f paying them, loſt it at Play, and then de- 
ſperately ſhot himſelf through the Head. 

The French were Maſters of the Scheld and 
the Canal of Bruges, and were ſtrongly en- 
trench*'d on that River to prevent the Paſſage 
{ the Allies, and to favour the Siege of Bruf- 
els, which the Duke of Bavaria undertook 
with a Body of about ſixteen or ſeventeen thou- 
and Men. The Garriſon conſiſted of five thou- 
and Men, under the Command of M. de Paf- 
a, who being ſummon'd, refuſed to ſurren- 
er, made the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for a vi- 
gorous Defence, and by a Letter acquainted 
ne Duke of Marlborough with the Danger he 
as in. His Grace and Prince Eugene, at the 
lead of a large Body of Troops, march'd to 
the Scheld to force a Paſſage ſpight of the Ene- 
y's Entrenchments. This March was ſo ſe- 
ret, that the French had not notice of the Al- 
les directing towards the Scheld, though they 
ad receiv'd Advice of their croſſing the Lys. 
he Count de Lottum, about Four in the Morn- 
g, arrived with the Vanguard near to Harle- 


beek 
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beek River, and inſtantly laid two Bridges, llcnal 
over his Troops, and drew up in Order oe w! 
Battle. The Duke of Marlborough, who hald ſo 
found Means to paſs the River at Kirkhoven, aint 
tack'd and put to flight at Berchem a Body ch u. 
Troops commanded by M. Souternon. The offamur 
ther French Troops, poſted near Oudenarde, u Aſtce 
der the Command of M. Hautefort, ſoon folh ſeve 
low'd the Example of their Companions. Thu ſiſt, 
were theſe Entrenchments render'd uſeleſs, ant off 
the Allies had a free Paſſage to march to thMideav 
Relief of Bruſſels; to which we now return. Ninſt 

The Trenches were open'd before that Ph o 
on the 13th of November; and on the 15th 
Duke of Bavaria began to batter it with grealiff 
Fury. At Ten o' Clock at Night five or f 
thouſand Men attack'd the cover'd Way. I 
Troops who defended it, reſolutely ſtood 
Aſſault, which was repeated no leſs than ni 
times; and the Fight having laſted till Six 
the Morning, they left the cover'd Way, 


1 


. [ 


falling in with the Beſiegers, retook all thfince ! 
Poſts they had loſt; and made a prodigionf Viſit 
Slaughter of the Enemy. It was reported as Here th 
Certainty, that the Beſiegers loſt in this Actiqqe Frey 
two thouſand five hundred Men, and the bÞmpany 
ſieged eight hundred. The next Day the rriſon 
lector did nothing farther than batter the Town the 


but all the Spies agreed in their Account of Meers {al 
being reſolved to give a general Aſſault tfplutes h 
Night following, and to cannonade the PAH The I 
with red-hot Balls. Neceſſary Diſpoſitions wa Bruſſ: 
immediately made to repel the Enemy, and W's this 

revent the threaten'd Conflagration. Abo Office 
Eleven at Night, when every * dur'd t 

io 
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onal for the Aſſault, News was brought chat 
whole Camp of the Enemy was in Motion; 


| ſoon after this, having had Advice of che 


ſing, the Scheld by the Allies, they decamp'd 
th the greateſt Precipitation, and retreated to 
aur. 

Aſter this the Allies divided their Forces in- 
ſeveral Corps, that they might more _ 
blaſt, 33 a Paſſage over the River, and 
it off all the Suocours 20 the Enemy m 
leavour to throw into the Citadel of L Ne, 
inſt which the Trenches were open d on the 
th of OFober ; and as the Beſiegers wanted 
oder, the Works were carried on by ſap- 


ng. After they had taken ſeveral Poſts, and 


ried the ſecond Counterſcarp, Prince Eugene 
wd. He commanded the Sap to be ounti- 
ed, without firing a ſingle Gun to make a 
each; and on the 8th of December the Go- 
mor beat the Chamade. 

The Capitulation being ſign'd the next Day, 
nnce Eugene and the Prince of Orange made 
Viſit to Marſhal Boufflers in the Citadel, 
here they were receiv*d with a Salute from 
e French Cannon, and the Marſhal kept them 
mpany when they return'd. Next Day the 
uriſon march'd out, following their B 

d the Marſhal was in the Rear. All the Of- 


llutes he return'd with his Hat. 

The Duke of Marlborough, after the Siege 
Bruſſels was raiſed, encamp'd at A. Du- 
g this Encampment, Mrs. Davies obſerv'd 
Officer, whom by his laced Cloaths ſhe con- 
Kur'd to be one of the Guards, ſtrolling back- 


wards 


ers ſaluted him with their Half-Pikes, which. 
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wards and forwards in the Intervals of 8 
Camp. She fancied he had a mind to ſte 
ſome of their Horſes, for which Reaſon 
wWatch'd him narrowly, and at length ſaw h 
lead off a Mare belonging to a poor Wom: 
into a Ditch, and with her commit a moſt d 
te ſtable Sin. Col. Irwin and another Office 
happening at that Inſtant to paſs by, caug 
him in the Fact, ſeized and gave him into t 
Cuſtody of the Provoſt, where he remain'd t! 
the Duke, who had left the Army, return' 
when he was tried, condemn'd to the Galloy 
and executed accordingly. As ſome of oflyher, 
Readers may not know the Provoſt's Office, Mhund, 
will not be amiſs to tell them that he attenWheir 
the Camp, and all Offenders are put under life G 
Care, for which Reaſon he commands a ftroſp;ifor 
Guard, which goes every where with him. Mies p 
a March, the leſſer Criminals are hand- cuff bad a 
in the middle of a Guard; but notorious on 
are chan'd Hand and Foot, and put into 
Bread- Waggons. The Mare which this Of 
cer was enamour*d with was ſhot; but the Du 
firſt paid the full Value to the poor Wom 
who own'd. her. 

Notwithſtanding the confederate Army vs 
extremely fatigued by making a great Numb 
of Motions, and the Winter was already bf 
gun, the Duke could not think of leaving Cm 7 
and Bruges in the Poſſeſſion of the 17e:1cb. Wh 
order to lay Siege to the former, the grand A 
my, under the Command of the Duke of Ms 
borough, decamp'd from Bellem on the laſt 
Novenber, and march'd to Marlebeck and Momma 


Gruated on the lower Scheld. On the other * 
| rin 


oper 


With a 


that River, encamp'd at Euame, and Ghent was 
the next Day inveited by the Counts de Lottum 
and de Tilly. The Duke of Marlborough took 
up his Quarters at Marlebeck, that he might be 
nearer to three Attacks, 'one of which was on 
the Side of the Citadel, another between the 
Imperial Gate and that of Bruſſels, and the third 
between the Gates of St. Peter and Courtray. 
While every thing was preparing for opening 
the Trenches, a Detachment was ſent to attack 
the Red. houſe on the Canal of Sas van Ghent, 
where the French had left a. Garriſon of two 
hundred Men. Theſe Forces immediately raiſed 
their Batteries, and made ſo furious a Fire, that 
the Garrifon were compell'd to yield themſelves 
Priſoners of War. In the mean while the Al- 
lies puſh'd on theit Works before Ghent, and 
had a Number of Batteries of Bombs and great 
Guns ready, fufficienf to reduce the Town to 
Heap of Rubbiſh; but the Garriſon thought 
oper to capitulate, and were allow'd to go out 
vith all military Honours, 

As the Garriſon had flatter*d themſelves with 
being ſuccour'd, it was ſtipulated in the Capi- 
lation, that it ſhould be void, if in a limited 
Time the French ſhould bring an Army to raiſe 
ne Siege. Indeed, Marſhal Boufflers ſer out 
Iom Paris for this purpoſe ; but having Ad- 
ce by the Way chit the Town had capitula- 
ted, he turn'd back a ain. | | 
In this Siege Mrs. Davies's Huſband was one 
ff the forlorn Hope, a Body of Men u.:der the 
Immand of a Lieutenant, order'd to lay, the 
hopes, and direct the cutting of the Trenches. 
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Prince Eugene, having five Days after paſſed 


G Mrs. 
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Mrs. Davies, as uſual, accompanied him in th; 
dangerous Service; but being ſtopp'd by Co- 
lonel Hamilton, who would have perſuaded her 
not to run ſuch Hazards, ſhe loſt ſight of her 
Huſband ; for having laid the Ropes, he and 
his Companions were retir'd into a Turn 

Field, and lay flat on their Bellies till the Work. 
men had thrown up a Trench to cover them, 
After ſeeking him ſome time, Major Irwin told 
her where he was; and both the Major and 
Lieutenant Stretton begg'd hard of her for ſom 
Beer, which ſhe refufed them ; for having but 
three Flaſks, and fearing her Huſband might 
want, ſhe had no Pity for any one elſe. A 
the Night was very cold, and the Ground we 

ſhe had alſo provided herſelf with a Bottle of 
Brandy and another of Gin, for her dear N 
chard's Refreſhment. Leaving theſe Officer 

the met a Lieutenant known by the Nick-name 
of A---e and Pockets. A Muſquet-ſhot ha 
graz d on and ſcratch'd his Forehead, whic 
His Fright magnified to a Cannon-Ball. In his 


Panick he loſt his Hat and Wig ; but they be 


ing found and reſtor*d to him, and he at leng 
affur'd his Wound was no way dangerous, tt 
cover'd his ſmall Share of Spirits, but neve 
his Reputation; for he was ſoon after broke fo 
a Coward. Mrs. Davies now proceeded to ti 
Turnip-Field, where ſhe found her Huſband 
in the Front Rank, to whom her Liquors wen 
very comfortable, The next Morning, as {it 


was ſtanding by Colonel Goſſedge, he receiv 
a Shot through the Body; upon which ſhe gan 
him ſome Beer and a Dram, and carried him 
chough it was yery dangerous, to Col. Folke 
" 4 Quarter 
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Quarters z for which Piece of Service the Gen- 
tleman was extremely thankful, and promiſed, 
if he recover'd, to reward her handſomely; but 
he died in three Days. The next Day a Drum 
of their Regiment went, into a very dangerous 
Place to eaſe Nature, notwithſtanding he was 
taution'd againſt it; and as he was 2 
up his Breeches, both his Arms were taken o 
by a Cannon-Ball. The Place where he raſhly 
expoſed himſelf was fo very dangerous, that 
hot a Man would venture to go to his Aſſiſt- 
ince. Mrs. Davies therefore rati and carried 
him off to a Surgeon, under whoſe Care he was 
in a fair way of doing well, but a Cold he got 
AC. 5. | 

A Mile from the Town, and out of reach 
of any Shot from thence, as ſhe apprehended, 
Mrs. Davies pitch'd her Tent, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of a neighbouring Gatden; from whence 
ſhe had ſo ſtor'd her Tent. with Potatoes, Tur- 
nips, &c. that ſhe had left but juſt Room ſuf- 
ficient to fit down cloſe by the Door. One 


Day a Drake-ſhot went through the Tent into 


the Garden, where it kill'd an Officer's Horſe 
that was grazing there. Mrs. Davies happen'd 
© be out a foraging, or ſhe muſt inevitably 
have loſt her Life, as ſhe always fat directly 
ronting the Door of the Tent. This obliged 
her to remove her Tent farther off, that ſhe 
might be out of Danger. 

When the two Gates were given up, before 
the ſigning of the Capitulation, Mrs. Davies 
got Leave to go into the Town, where ſhe 
bld her Garden-Stuff, of which there was then 
t Scarcity, for fifty 1 The Garriſon, 

| | B to 
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to the number of fourteen thouſand, march'd 
out with military Honours the 22* of De- 
cember. The next Day the Duke of Maribo. 
rough enter'd the Town, and was complimented 
at the Gate by the Magiſtracy, who preſented 
him the Keys in a Gold Baſon. The Burghers, 
who had received the French with open Arms, 
changed Sides with their Fortune, and made 
5 Rejoicings for their Departure. Theſe 

ejoicings were redoubled, on Advice that the 
French had abandon'd Bruges, and all the neigh- 
bouring Poſts. When the Garriſon of this 
Town heard that Ghent had capitulated, and 
were ſummon'd by a Trumpet in the Duke of 
Marlborough*'s Name, they left the Place in the 
Night, and withdrew to the Side of Dixmud: 
and Newport. At the ſame time the French 
abandon'd Fort Plaſſendal, the Village of Lef- 
fing ben where they were entrenched, and all the 
Poſts they had in thoſe Quarters. No ſooner 
had the Enemy quitted Bruges, but the Magi. 
ſtrates ſent Deputies to the Duke of Maribo. 
rough to make their Submiſſion to King Charles, 


 - and receiv'd a Garriſon of two thouſand Men, 


Thus ended this glorious Campaign, and the 
Army was order'd into Winter-Quarters. Our 
Heroine's Regiment lay at Ghent, where ſhe 
maintain'd herſelf handſomely by cooking fot 
and ſelling Beer to the Soldiers. 

Her Huſband having, by her Intereſt, ob- 
' tain'd Leave to go out of Town, they went 


together to take à View of the Country, and 
met a poor Woman who wept bitterly. Mrs. Da. 


vies enquiring the Reaſon of her Tears, ſbe 
told her that ſhe had three ſmall n at 
| $9 nome, 
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by running Geneva into the Town; that the 
Exciſe-Officers had lately ſeiz d a Parcel which 
had almoſt ruin'd her; and that now ſhe was 
afraid of another Diſcovery, which would en- 
tirely undo her. In the Low Countries no Du- 
ty is paid for what is not brought into a forti- 
fed Town, but whatever' comes within the 
Gates muſt pay a Duty to the Officers ſtation'd 
there to receive it. They endeavour'd to com- 
fort the poor Woman, and offer'd her their 
Aſſiſtance in running the Geneva; which ſhe 
thankfully accepted. She had eleven Bladders, 
ten of which they fill'd with Geneva, and the 
eleventh with Naſtineſs, which is kept in Pits 
there as the beſt Manure for Flax. Mrs. Da- 
ves having given three of the Bladders to her 
Huſband, and two to the Woman, took the 
other five, and that fill'd with Excrement, in- 
to her own Cultody ; which laſt ſhe carried in 
her Left Hand, viſibly enough, though ſeem- 
ngly endeavouring to conceal it ; having or- 
der'd them to make a Puſh for the Town, while 
ſhe was diſputing it with the Officers. She 


manag d the Affair ſo well, that having by a 


ſeign d Retreat enticed the Officers from the 
Cate till her Comrades were got pretty near to 
, ſhe then ſuffer'd them to come up to her, 
when they laid hold of the Bladder, and de- 
manded the Geneva. Mrs. Davies pleaded her 


inding they were inexorable and reſolved to 
blunder her, ſhe took her Sciſſars and cut the 
adder, ſaying, Since you muſt have it, &en 
ve it, and flung the Contents in the Face of 
e him 


kome, and no way of providing for them, but 


foverty, large Family, and ſick Children; but 
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him who ſeiz'd it. On this another Officer was 
coming up to revenge the Affront; but upon 
Sight of a ſecond Bladder, with the Sciflars, 
he thought fit to retreat, leaving Mrs. Davies 
a free Paſſage into the Town. This gave the 
greateſt Satisfaction to the poor Woman, and 
the Relation of the odd Adventure occaſion'd 
a great deal of Laughter. Animated by this 
Succeſs, they made frequent Attempts of the 
lie Nature, and paſs'd with their Cargoes un- 
moleſted; till a new Officer, unacquainted with 
their Treatment of the former, endeavour'd to 
make a Seizure; but he ſoon repented his Te- 
merity, having met with the ſame naſty Ne. 


ception. | 
Anather Stratagem they made uſe of to de- 
ceive the Officers of the Cuſtoms was this: 
Mrs. Davies had a large Spaniel, which ſhe had 
brought up from a Puppy; he was of the Wa. 
ter Breed, and had fuch a rough Coat, that 
every Half-Year it fetch'd her three Shilling 
from a Hatter. This Dog, which had been 
taught to fetch and carry, they uſed to go out 
with, furniſh'd with oily Cakes, to the Town. 
Ditch, and there lie conceal'd in the Weeds 
Mrs. Davies and the Dog on one Side, and 
her Huſband on the other, till the Smuggler! 
came with Horſe- loads of Brandy, Sc. in ima 
Caggs: Two or three of theſe they tied tog 
ther with a Rove, and giying the Dog the En 
in his Mouth, he would, on his Maſter's Cal 
ſwim over-to him, and being rewarded with 
Cake, would return at his Miſtreſs's Call, wit 
the empty Rope. This Method was 1 
till all was got over; when retiring till Mom 
: in 
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ing, they enter'd the Gate publickly. The 
8 paid them three Crowns a Night for 
their Dog and Attendance. 

At this Place Mrs. Davies was with Child, 
and long?d for Eels, which one Hugh Jones 
ventur*d his Life to procure for her, by going 
out of the Town without Leave, and robbing 
the Wicker-Baſkets in the Moat. This Man 
was afterwards her ſecond Huſband, and in- 
deed, during the Life of her firſt, took all Ope 

rtunities to gain her Affections, and convince 
ta of his own; and it was to his Aſſiduity and 
Tenderneſs, that, next to God, ſhe owed the 
Preſervation of her Life, when ſhe was ill and 
not able to help herſelf; during which Time he 
alſo. took care of her Mare. | 

Mrs. Davies was a prodigious Lover of Eels 
eren when not with Child, and took all Op- 
portunities to procure them wherever ſhe went; 
but her Love of this Diet was ſome Years after 
turn'd to an Averſion by the following Acct- 
dent, One Day waiting for ſome Friends at 
Weſtminſter-Ferry to croſs over to Lambeth, a 
Fiſherman had dragg'd aſhore in his Net the 
dead Body of a Black-moor who had been ac- 
cidentally drown'd. She had the Curioſity to 
obſerve what was doing, though ſhe was oblig'd 
to ſtop her Noſe from the Putrefaction of the 
Corpſe; and ſaw a large Quantity of Eels if- 
lung out of the rotten Carcaſs, and the Fiſher- 
man very diligent in putting them into his 
Well-Boat in order for Sale. This had ſuch 
an Effect upon her, that ſhe could never after 
endure the Sight, much leſs the Taſte, of theſe 
oul Feeders. Some time after, as ſhe was re- 
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lating this Story to a Gentleman of her Ac- Lie 
quaintance, he confirm'd her Averſion, by tel- imei: 
ling her, that through the Perſuaſion of a Friend Nies, 
he had nail'd a large Eel to the Floor by the Wand * 
Tail; and after twiſting and winding ſome I ver 
time, a Froth has work'd out of its Mouth, in Whand 
which having dipp'd a Piece of Bread, he gave Mt a 
it to a mangey Dog paſt Cure. The Animal Nriſite 
in a few Minutes apparently loſt its Strength, Ing i 
fell down, ſwelling to a monſtrous Degree, and Nis d 
in leſs than an Hour expir'd in the utmoſt A- 
rf We leave our Readers to give what iſ 

redit they think fit to this Experiment, and WP-/ts 
return to the Hiſtory of our Heroine. 22 
There happen'd to be at this time in Garri- N hon, 
ſon at Ghent a pretty young Fellow, a Volun- rat. 
tier, the younger Son of a Gentleman of good {Proof 
Fortune, who gave him fo handſome an Al: Win 9 
lowance, that he maintain'd a Servant and two 
Horſes, dreſs'd as well as any Officer, and kept agli. 
the beſt Company. He never ſhunn'd but ra- 7 
ther courted Danger, in the midſt of which Nach 
he always ſhew'd a great Compoſure of Mind, oung 
This Gentleman reſented the Freedom Mrs. Da- Fr 
dies took with ſome Officers where he was in Nn 
Company, and ſaid fhe was impertineut. Net- Wine. 
tled at this Affront, ſhe call'd him a Petit Mai- Nl 
tre, telling him, if it was not for the Diſgrace Wit /7 
of ſetting her Wit againſt Boys, ſhe would Frriv: 
teach him better Manners, by giving him the e 7 
Correction his ill Breeding deſerv'd. He an- WW wil 
ſwer' d with a Pi only, and turning his Back Wes, 71 
ſaid to a Captain, You ſee the Fruits of making I vs. 
mean People familiar; You indeed ought to bear W'lay ; 
it, becauſe you baue encouraged ber taking ſucd is. D 
| oh had Liber lies, 


* 
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Liberties, but *tis bard me robo have always 
avoided her. You will do well, replied Mrs. Da- 
ves, to Be careful in avoiding me for the fl uture, 
ind went home in a Paſſion, dreſs'd herſelf in 
very handſome Sute of Cloaths of her Huſ- 
band's, put on a Silver-hilted Sword, and went 
to a young Woman's Houſe whom the Cadet 
viſited. Having found her at home, and be- 
ng introduced into a private Room, the Lady 
cd her Buſineſs, Madam, ſaid Mrs. Davies, 
„ le ſhort with you, I have often ſeen, and as 
iften admired you: 1 am now come to tell you the 
gion you have inſpired, which I can no longer 
mceal., I know you have ſome Engagements with 
young Engliſh Cadet, which have hurt your Re- 
Mutation, but to give you the meſt convincing 
roof of my Fondneſs, if you will promiſe to caſt 
m off, and never ſee him more, I will not only 

you, but maintain you as the Wife of an 
gliſh Gentleman of Fortune, as you will find 
eto be; and promiſe on my Honour never to re- 
roach you with your former Life. Sir, ſaid the 
oung Lady, you are very free with my Chara- 
er, Madam, replied our Suitor, not more fo 
lun the World; for I learnt it from common 
Fame. Which, anſwer'd the Damſel, you will 
low to be @ common Lyar: However, Sir, you 
kt ſo much like a Man ef Honour, that 1 can 
give the Liberty you have taken, and defire a 
tle Time to conſider on what you heve f ripaſed. 
will give you to conſider, continued Mrs. Da- 
es, till to-morrow Morning Ten Clock, which 
| not leſs, ty my Computation, than a Month's 
lay; and rifing up ſaluted her and withdrew, 
W's. Davies was punctual to the Hour appointed, 
5 | | 10 


The LIE of Mrs. DAFIE S. 107 
thich was but ten Days longer; for his elder 


n Hunting, his Father ſent for him over, and 
he carried his Lady with him to England. 

One Day being in Brigadier Lallo's Quar- 
ers, the Lord A — ie, Father to the preſent 
Noble Lord, would needs have a Trial of 
Strength with Mrs. Davies, which ſhe would 
have avoided, by telling his Lordſhip ſhe would 
end him the prettieſt Girl in the Camp ta 
vive him a Fall: But he regarded her not, ſo 
o ſtruggling they went. After much buſtling 


tive, ſhe took an Opportunity of throwing 
im acroſs the Brigadier's Bed, diſengaged her- 
elf, and ran away out of the Quarters. tA 

A very great Froft immediately follow'd the 
aking of Ghent, inſomuch that two Centinels 
rere found frozen to Death. The Froſt con- 
nued, and was fo terribly ſevere, that a num- 
er of People, Fruit-Trees, and ſown Seed pe- 
[h'd by the Cold. This hard Winter occa- 
on'd a very great Scarcity, and exceſſively 
uſed the Price of all manner of Proviſions, 
ſpecially in France, where almoſt all the Vines 
Were Froſt-nipp'd to the very Roots; fo that 
F many Years before, that Kingdom had not 
Ween in ſo deplorable a Situation. The Trea- 
iy was exhauſted by the Expence of the War: 
rade was interrupted by the Number of Ships 
e two Maritime Powers kept conſtantly cruiz- 
ng in all Parts of the Seas to prevent the Im- 
ortation of Goods: The Farmer was not only 
F'<apable of paying his Rent, but even of ſup- 
hing the Towns with neceſſary Proviſions: 


rother dying by a Hurt he receiv'd fron a Fall 


in both Sides, for his Lordſhip was ſtrong and 
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In a word, they were in the utmoſt Deſolati 
To the Cries of the miſerable harraſs'd Peopl 
were join'd publick Acts of Devotion to ar 
peaſe the Anger of Heaven, to deprecate the 
then preſent Miſeries, and to obtain a ſped 
Peace; The King gave his People to unde 
ſtand that he was ſenſibly touch'd with the 
Sufferings, and declared that he was inclin'd t 
give them Peace, whatever it coſt him. 
effect he ſent Meſſieurs Voiſin and Roville t 
Holland, in appearance upon the Affair of th 
Fiſhery, but in reality to ſet on foot a Neg 
tiation with the Allies. The Secret was — 
fo cloſely all the time the Conferences were hel 
at the Hague, that no one had any cert 
Knowledge of what was upon the Carpet; b 
People's Hopes were very much raiſed, wh 
they faw the Duke of Marlborough, who ha 
been at all the Conferences, ſet out for England 
and ſoon return again accompanied by Lo 
Towonſhend, whom the Queen had honour! 
with the Character of Envoy Extraordinary & 
treat on a Peace. The French King ſent Me 
ſieurs Torcy and Pajot to haſten its Concluſion 
Notwithſtanding the Proteſt made by Kung. 
Philip, that he would never renounce the Crow 
of Spar, but was refolyed, on the contrary 
to maintain his Right to it by the Sword tot 
laſt Drop of his Blood, the Conferences we 
carried on more briſkly than ever, and ſome 
times protracted to Midnight. On the 280 
of May, N. S. Articles were prepar'd and 0 


by the Plenipotentiaries of the Allies. Bel. x 
a great Number of Towns which France ga 1005 . 
up by theſe Articles, Char les was declared . le 


then 
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em lawful King of all the Spaniſb Monarchy; 
d it was agreed, that if Philip and his Fa- 
ily ſhould not quit that Kingdom by the firſt 
September, the King of Frauce ſhould join 
Arms to thoſe of the Allies to compel him 
Force. This laſt Condition, of aſſiſting in 
throning his Grandſon, was what Lewis XIV. 
ld never conſent to, and for that reaſon re- 
fed the Articles: So that all Hopes of a Pa- 
fication vaniſh'd, the French Miniſters ſet out 
r Paris, and the Duke of Marlborough the 
me Day for the Army. -. 
The Negotiations for Peace had not ſuſpend- 
| the neceſſary Preparations for continuing the 
ſar. The Duke finding the French very 
rongly entrench*d near Arras, in a Camp co- 
rd with Woods and Marſhes, which render'd 
impracticable to approach them, he turn'd 
ck upon Tournay, and inveſted the Place on 
e 27 of June. While Preparations were 
aking to open the Trenches, the Prince of 
ange, at the Head of thirty Squadrons and 
Wclve Battalions, made himſelf Maſter . of 
Anand, and at the ſame time another De- 
ment took Fort de Ia Scarpe Sword in hand. 
che Interim, the Line of Circumvallation 
finiſh'd, all Sorts of Materials neceſſary for 
Works were got together, and the Trenches 
re open'd in three different Places by as ma- 
Bodies of Troops, commanded by Count 
W!tum, General Schulembourg, and General Fa- 
. Notwithſtanding the Diligence of the 
hegers, the Siege was likely to prove a very 
Jous one, becauſe the Boats in which the 
Willery was embark'd could not get up the 
5 Scheld 
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the Night before, Baron de Schulembourg havin 
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Scheld higher than Oudenarde, on account 
the Shallowneſs of the Water, and the Bangs. 
raiſed by the French the preceding Yeat to tu un- 
irs Courſe, ſeveral of which were yet ſtandin$/#* 
However, this Obſtacle was obviated by cu Han 
ting a new Canal, and the Artillery at leng . 
arriv'd. Aſſiſted by the Fire of the Batterie 
General Fagel puſh'd on lis Works to the verſed © 
Brink of the Ditch, which on the 17 he et, 
gan to fill up. Count Lottum was on the fan 
Day pretty neat as far advanced with his; ar 


carried the Horn-works Sword in Hand, mad{'2!*" 
a Lodgment there, and moreover poſſeſs'd hin A 
ſelf of a neighbouring Ravelin. Upon tie B. 
M. de Surville, the Governor, hung out 
white Flag and capitulatet. 
At the Expiration of the Truce agreed o ſuc 
to give the Garriſon Time to retire into ti. 28 
Citadel, Count Lottum and the Baron de Sch 
lembourg attack'd it in two different Place ut 
ftrengthen'd by a Reinforcement ſent them fro 
the grand Army. Four Days after the open 
the Trenches, M. de Ravignan, ſent by 
French King, arriv'd in the Camp of the by poſT 
fiegers; and having obtain'd Leave to ſped by 
to one of the Officers of the Citadel, the Gt Dur 
vernor ſent the next Day a Project of Age ca 
ment to the Allies, by which. he engaged 
ſurrender on the 5** of September, if he Wi ll be 
not ſqccour'd before: All Hoſtilities were "ed 3 
ceaſe during that Interval, and M. 4 Ravin dom 
return'd to Court for the King's Apptobatiq *** 
of the Agreement; but nothing being concludqF"s © 
on; the Fire began again, and a terrible one . e 
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s. As the Citadel was every where mined 
nd, notwithſtanding all the Induſtry of the 
Allies to diſcover them, they play'd off no leſs 
an thirty eight at Count Loitum's Attack on- 
in twenty- ſix Days time; ſo that hundreds 
f Men were often ſent into the Air at once, 
d either buried alive in the Fall, or, if dug 
ut, were miſerably burnt and bruiſed. Very 
ten the Miners on either ſide met, and fought 
ith as much Fury. under Ground, as they did 
the Trenches. However, the Place was fo 
nolently attack*d, that the Governor hung out 
be white Enſign on the 31“ of Auguſt: But as 
ie Beſiegers inſiſted on his ſurrendring Priſoner 
f War, he broke off the Parley, and threa- 
n'd to blow all up before he would ſurrender 
n ſuch Terms. On this the Siege was carried 
n again, and the Governor given to under- 
and, that if he perſiſted in his Deſign, he 
buſt expect no Quarter. On this Threat he 

ing' d his deſperate Reſolution, and accepted 
be Conditions offer'd him, but with a Promiſe 
lat the Garriſon ſhould be exchanged as ſoon 
poſſible, for a like Number of Priſoners ta- 
n by the French. _ 

During the Attack of this Place, Lord Cob- 
m came one Day into the Trench, and or- 
r' d the Engineer to point a Gun at a Wind- 
ul between them and the Citadel, and pro- 
Filed a Guinea to whoever. fired and brought 
down. Mrs. Davies immediately ſnatched 
e Match out of the Man's Hand who was 
Wing to fire, clapp'd it to the Touch-hole, and 
wn came the Wind-mill. She was almoſt 
nd, and beat backwards by the recoiling of 


the 
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the Cannon, which afforded good Diverſion t 
the Officers: But as ſhe was not hurt, ſhe h; 
the moſt Reaſon to be merry; for Lord Cz 
ham, always better than his Word, gave her ty 
Guineas inſtead of one, General Fagel anothe 
and four Officers a Ducat a-piece. 
Soon after Captain Brown, mounting tk 
Trench, had his ER ſo miſerably ſhatter'd 
a Muſquet-ſhot, that the Surgeon was oblig: 
to cut it off. His Servants and Nurſes n e 
having tlie Courage to hold the Candle, 0 
Heroine perform d that Office, and was very 
tent on the Operation. * 
During this Siege, or indeed any othe 
Mrs. Davies never loſt an Opportunity of m 
roding ; being furniſh'd for that End with 
yo gm ne and a Sword. The Gtapple 
of uſe to ſearch Wells, into which the Peafan 
frequently throw their Plate, Copper, &c. c bot 
the Approach of an Army. The Sword is d 
fign*d to bore the Ground, where there is R 
ſon to ſuſpect the Inhabitants have buried alll'** 
of their Effects. By this means Mrs. Dau Nee 
often got good Booty; having learnt the . 
Method from ſome Dutch Soldiers who ſerv oa 
under King William in Ireland. While ſhe v 
one Day buſted in ſearch of Plunder, ſhe heal; 
behind her a great Burſt like a ſudden Clap als 
Thunder, and turning nimbly. round, ſaw ii r 
Air full of ſhatter'd Limbs of Mep. I 
happen'd, as ſhe was inform'd at her Retu _ 
by a Spark from a Pipe of Tobacco ſetting N. 
to a Bomb, by which fifty Shells and twen 
four Men were blown up; but luckily the M 
gazine of Powder, though near rhe fame Pla 


eſcape 
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eſcaped. We have often ſaid, that Mrs. Da- 
vies follow'd her Huſband wherever he was or- 
der'd upon Duty ; ſo that ſometimes ſhe went 
with him in the Party employ'd to ſearch for 
and draw the Enemy's Mines. Their Engage- 
ments under Ground were very terrible, their 
Weapons being Spades and Pick-axes, and the 
Men ſometimes half ſuffocated with the Smoke 
of Straw which the French fir'd to drive them 
out. In ſhort, as we have obſerved before, 
abundance of Mines were ſprung by the Be- 
ſieged, moſt of which blew up four hundred 
Men at once. 

After having haſtily fll'd up the Works be- 
fore Tournay, the Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel began 
his March at the Head of ſixteen thouſand Men, 
to inveſt Mons, the Capital of Hainault, and 
to take Poſſeſſion of ſome Poſts in its Neigh- 
bourhood. On the 4th of September he was 
follow*d by the refit of the Army; but their 
March - retarded by - the Rains and Nar- 
rowneſs of the Roads, the French had Time 
enough to poſt their Horſe in a Plain between 
wo Woods, in which they had placed their In- 
fantry. The Allies, at their Arrival, found the 
Enemy thus poſted, and reſolved to attack 
them in their Camp: But as they would un- 
dertake nothing without the Aſſent of the De- 
puties of the States, whe were not yet come 
up, the French took the: Advantage of that 
Time to make their Camp inacceſſible, by co- 
rering it with a triple Entrenchment. Not- 
withſtanding this new Obſtacle, the Allies pre- 
par'd for a * and with all TIONS Re- 
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folution, at Eight o'Clock in the Morning, 
march*d up to the Entrenchments. The Left 
Wing, commanded by the Duke, charged with 
ſuch Bravery, that they drove the French out 
of the two firſt Entrenchments, cutting all to 
pieces that oppoſed them; but could not force 
the third, which was defended by a great many 
Pieces of Cannon, and felPd Trees laid athwart. 
However, they maintain'd their Ground a con- 
ſiderable Time, though expos'd to the Fire of 
the Enemy's Artillery, which did terrible Exe- 
cution; but at laſt were forced to abandon the 
two Entrenchments they had carried. In the 
mean while the Foot of the Right, commanded 
by Prince Eugene, having made through the 
Wood into the Plains, after a moſt obſtinate 
Reſiſtance of the French, gave the Horſe an 
Opportunity alſo to force the Entrenchment 
Joining to the Wood. The Horſe on both 
Sides were engag d with the greateſt Fury, but 
the Allies at laſt put to flight the main Battle, 
and by that gave an Opportunity to their Left 
Wing, which had returned to the Attack, to 

recover the two Entrenchments, which they 
could not keep before, and alfo to carry the 
third. This was follow'd by an entire Defeat 
of the French Army, which fled in the utmoſt 
Confuſion. The Allies loſt fourteen thouſand 
Men, killed, wounded, or Priſoners; the French 
nineteen thouſand. 

The Night before this Battle, Lieutenant- 
General Dedem went off with a Detachment to 
throw himſelf into St. Guiluin, which the Duke 
of Marlborough was affured the French Garri- 
ſon had abandon'd : But the General - 4 

Mar 
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March receiving certain Advice to the contra- 
ry, drew five hundred Men from Genappe, and 
ſuſtain'd them with two Squadrons. Colonel 
Haxhuiſen, who commanded this Detachment, 
ſent a Drum to ſummon the Garriſon, having, 
as he drew near the Town, extended his Front, 
that he might make a greater Shew of Num- 
ber. On a Refuſal to ſurrender, he gave the 
Aſſault that very Day; and after a Quarter of 
an Hour's Diſpute, he carried a Barricade, on 
which the Chamade was beat ; but as they had 
not done it ſoon enougy, they were obliged to 
ſurrender Priſoners of War. 

In this Battle of the Food, known by the 
Names of Blaregwes, or Malplaquet, the Duke 
of Argyle (now Argyle and Greenwich) had a 
great Share of Glory. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough ſent Orders to the Duke of Argyle, to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Wood near Malplaguet, 
together with a Dutch Battalion, The Under- 
aking was ſo very hazardous, that it appeared 
nothing better than the Forlorn Hope 
Army; and the Dutch Commander told the 
Duke, they were only ſent to be a certain Sa- 
crifice; intimating, that they ought to retreat 
to ſave themſelves and Soldiers from imminent 
Death : But the Duke told him their Orders 
muſt be obey d. In the firſt Onſet the Dutch 
Officer was kill'd, which the Duke obſerving, 
turn'd to the Soldiers, and opening his Brea, 
hew'd them that he had nothing to oppoſe the 
Point of a Sword, or ward off a Bullet, more 
an the meaneſt of. the whole Army; there- 
lore he begg'd they would follow Em; On 
mich they * the thickeft Squadrons, 
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clear d the Wood, entered the Enempy's firſt 
Trench Sword in Hand, and came off victo- 
rious, to the Joy of the whole Army. 

The Allies now inveſted Mons, into which! 
the French had found Means to introduce a i | 
Convoy of Ammunition, Proviſions, Money, if « 
and a thouſand Men. The Workmen who Þ | 
open'd the Trenches were terribly hindered by t 
the Rains, which obliged them to lay Faſcines  F 
at the Bottom, and to drain them by cutting a W » 
long Gut into a neighbouring River: But, not- fc 
withſtanding all Obſtacles, they puſh'd on the I a 
Approaches ſo briſkly, that having finiſh'd MW H 
their Batteries, they were ready to give the Aſ. an 
fault to the Horn-work, when the Gartiſon pre- . 
vented them by beating the Chamade. Articles wi 
of 1 being accordingly ſign'd, the I wa 
Garriſon march*d out two Days afterwards; the ¶ mi 
French were conducted to Maubeuge, and the Co 
Spaniards and Bavarians to Namur. The Re- tit 
duction of this Town terminated the Campaign I Bar 
in Flanders. 

Before the inveſting of Mons, as the Army 
march*d towards the French Lines, Mrs. Da- 
dies choſe to go with the Camp-Colour-Men, 
who, attended by the Forlorn - Hong march at 
ſuch a diſtance before the Army, that they are 
often cut off before any Aſſiſtance can come 
up to them; whieh though it makes it the molt 
dangerous Poſt, it is the moſt profitable, if 
there is any Plunder to be got, as there are but 
few to ſhare it. In this March Mrs. Davie: 
ſpied a great Houſe at a diſtance, which ſhe 
ran to, leaving her Mare with a fick Serjeant, 


who was glad of the Opportunity to ride. *. 


The LirE of Mrs. DAVIES. 117 


this Houſe ſhe found- ſix Couple of Fowls with 
their Legs tied, a Baſket of Pigeons, and four 
Sheep; one of which ſhe kill'd, and turn'd 
the other three into the Yard. By this time 
the Party came up, and ſhe put the Carcaſe 
of the Sheep on her Mare before the Serjeant, 
hung the Fowls about her Neck, drove the 
three Sheep before her, and ſo march'd to the 
Place deſign'd for the omg. Whilſt they 
were fixing Boughs, and marking out Ground 
for every Regiment, ſhe pitch'd her Tent near 
a deſerted Publick Houſe, allotted for Colonel 
Hamilton's Quarters, turn'd her Sheep to Graſs, 
and hung up her Mutton on a Tree to cool. 
She then went into the Colonels Quarters, over 
which, as ſoon as they were appointed, a Guard 
was ſet; but being blinded by a Bribe, he per- 
mitted Mrs. Davies and ſome of her Huſband's 
Comrades to carry off from thence a large Quan- 
tity of Faggots, Hay and Straw, and a whole 
Barrel of Beer. Having brought theſe Prizes 
to her Tent, ſhe cut up her Mutton, made a 
Fire, and was boiling Part of it when the Ar- 
my came up. Colonel Hamilton and Major 
Erwood came to the Fire, and were not a little 
ſurprized to ſee ſo many Things in Readineſs, 
and ſuch a Quantity of Proviſions of all Sorts. 
Mrs. Davies aſking them to give her handſel, 
they call'd for a Gallon of Beer, drank a little, 
gave the reſt to ſome of the Men, and order'd 
a Shoulder of Mutton to be roaſted, which was 
done accordingly. She made twenty Shillings 
apiece of her Sheep, beſides the Fat, which ſhe 
ſold to a Woman who made Candles: She alſo 


made a good Penny of her Fowls and Pigeons. 
'F WE. - A Body 
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A Body of Troopers, and ſome Huſſars, be- 
ing ordered out to reconnoitre in the Woods at 
Taiſnieres, before the Enemy entrench'd them- 
ſelves, and to cover the Foragers, with ſtrict 
Charge to return at the firing of a Cannon, 
Mrs. Davies made one of the 1 taking 
her Mare along with her, and leaving another 
Horſe, which ſhe had bought of a Huſſar, in 
an Orchard; where ſhe alſo dug a Hole, and 
buried her Money. When they were at ſome 
Diſtance from the Camp, our Heroine, regard- 
leſs of Danger, pulſh'd fo orward to a large Houſe, 
which ſhe 2 and found a Bed ready made, 
two or three Tubs of Flour, an Oven full of 
hot Bread, a eonſiderable Quantity of Bacon 
and Beef hanging in the Chimney, a Baſket 
full of Cocks and Hens, with two Pots of But- 
ter. She emptied the Feathers out of the Tick 
to cover her Mare with, leſt the hot Bread 
ſhould burn her Back; chen threw the Feathers 
out of the Bolſter, into one End of which ſhe 

t the Bread, and into the other the Beef and 

on, ſlung the Pots of Butter on each Side 
the Mare, took the Fowls in her Hand, and 
mounted. Scarce had ſhe done this, when the 
Signal Gun was fir'd, to give Notice that the 
whole Body of the Enemy were coming upon 
them. This gave a terrible Alarm to the Fo- 
ragers, who in the Fright not only left their 
Hay and Corn, but even ſome of their Horſes 
behind them; whilſt Mrs. Davies not only car- 
ried off her own Booty, but even ſtaid to take 


up a Truſs of Hay that had been dropt, and 
at laſt got ſafe to the Place where the Army 
* She was ſomewhat ſurprized to find all 
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in Motion, but however ftaid to kill her Fowls, 
and fetch her Horſe and the Money ſhe had 
buried; then ſtruck: her Tent, with which and 
other Things ſhe loaded him and followed the 
Army. Her Huſband being in the Rear, ſhe 
had an Opportunity of converſing with him: 
He was extremely melancholy, telling her this 
Engagement would certainly be the laſt he 
ſhould ever ſee : She endeavour'd to laugh him 
out of this Notion, but he inſiſted upon it that 
he ſhould be kill'd, which prov'd but too true. 


In their March ſo heavy a Rain fell, that they 


were Ankle-deep; and Mrs. Davies ſeeing a 
little Child of one of her Huſband's Comrades, 
was ſo compaſſionate as to take it up and ca 
it, left it ſhould be loſt in the deep Clay. At 
Night, when in Sight of the Enemy, the Ar- 
my halted, and lay that Night on ſome fallow 
Ground, on which were many Heaps of Dung, 
and nappy was he who could get one to ſleep 
upon. Mrs. Davies left the Army, and went 
to a great Houle in the Rear to dreſs her Pro- 
viſions, led her Horſes into the Houſe, and, 
with the Aſſiſtance of a Butcher and Lord Ork- 
ny's French Baker, unloaded them. Having 
made a great Wood Fire, dried herſelf, and 
laid the Child on ſome Straw before it, ſhe 
went in ſearch of Forage for her Beaſts; which 
having found, ſhe fed and litter'd them, lock'd 
them up in a handſome Parlour, and then ſet 
about dreſſing ſome Victuals. Going to the 
Well for Water, and letting down the Bucket, 
t ſtruck againſt ſomething which ſounded like 
: Braſs-Kettle. Upon letting down her Grap- 
ple, ſhe accordingly brought up a Kettle, and 
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the next Throw fetch'd out a Braſs Pail, in 
which was a Silver Quart Mugg in a Fiſh-ſkin 
Caſe. Having taken what Water ſhe wanted, 
and ſet ĩt over the Fire, ſhe pluck*d her Fowls, 
and put them into the Pot with ſome Hung. 
Beef and Bacon; then went into the Garden 
to cut ſome Sprouts, waſh'd and put them in; 
and having left the Care of the Cooking to 
the Butcher and the Baker, ſearch'd the Houſe 
tor Plunder. Having found nothing in ſeve- 
ral Rooms but what was too cumberſome to 
carry off, ſhe viſited the Cellar, and there found 
a Barrel of excellent ſtrong Beer; and ſoon af. 
ter ſtumbling againſt an inner Cellar Door, ſhe 


found two Quart Bottles of Vinegar, and two 
of Brandy. With theſe Liquors ſhe fill'd her 


Flaſks and other Veſſels, and placed all the 
Booty in the Parlour with her Beaſts. Having 
regal'd her two Aſſiſtants, who were not a lit- 
tle thankful, (for Proviſions were then ſo ſcarce 
in the Army, that a Guinea and a half was of- 


fer'd for an Ounce of Bread, and there was no 
Probability of getting any Supply till the Bat- 


tle was over) ſhe put her Proviſions and a 
Quantity of Beer on her Mare, and returned in 
ſearch of her Huſband. She took the Child 


along with her, and left her with her Father, 


having firſt fill'd her Belly, and given her her 
Apron full of Victuals. There was ſo great a 
Fog, that Mrs. Davies was a conſiderable time 
in looking for her Huſband, whom at length 
ſhe found faſt aſleep, with his Head on his 
Comrade's Backſide. She awaken'd him, and 
bid. him aſk what Officers . and. Soldiers he 


thought fit to eat with him, eſpecially ſuch as 


he 
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and Beef before his Comrades, who made a 
hearty Meal, though they had no Table-cloth, 
Knives, Sc. reſerving the Bacon, Fowls, and 
Sprouts for her Huſband and the invited Offi- 
cers, who were Colonel and Captain Hamilton, 
Colonel Irwin, Capt. Roſs, Major Maclane, and 
Colonel Folkes. When all theſe Gueſts were 
ſatisfied, ſhe gave two Fowls, ſome Bacon and 
Beef to her Huſband and his Serjeant, and the 
Remainder to ſome young Recruits, who, not 
inur'd to Hardſhips, were ready to periſh with 
Hunger. Having reſerv'd ſome Pullets with 
Eggs for the General Officers, ſhe ſought out 
Lord Orkney ; and finding him in Company 
with the Generals Lumley, Webb, Withers, and 
Lord North and Grey, ſhe ſet before them her 
Fowls, Bacon, Sprouts, and Hung-Beef. This 
was a very agreeable Surpriſe to them all, who 
did not imagine there had been ſo much Victu- 
als in the whole Army of the Allies. They 
tore the Meat with their Fingers, and eat very 
heartily ; and wanting Water to mix with their 
Wine, Mrs. Davies went to the Well, within 
Muſket-ſhot of the Enemy, and fetch'd them 


ome, which ſeveral of the Soldiers had refuſed: 


todo. After this Repaſt, one of the Company 
propoſed a Motion of the Army, not only 
without: the Duke of Mariborougb's Order, but 
contrary to his expreſs Command, which was 
to keep themſelves in Readineſs to march upon 
the Word given. Lord Orkney ſaid, they ought 
wait till his Grace's Orders came; for he durſt 
oy, he knew better than any in the Company when 


gie tbem. On this another, whole Name 


we 
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we purpoſely conceal, ſaid, that his Grace wa; 


gone into the Wood, in cloſe Conference with hi; il © 
Nephew the Duke of Berwick, and wiſh'd it wa; ba 
wot to ſell the Army of the Allies. Lord Orkny ab 
anſwer d with ſome Warmth, that it was as unge- Wi 
nerous as unjuſt to harbour a Thought ſo injurious WI "« 
to the Duke's Honour, and ſo contrary to his Na. Ve 
ture; that he was incapable of any thing which I tie 
conld caſt a Blemiſh on his exalted Character, than fur 
which no Man breathing could with Juſtice boaf 
a greater. The Duke of Argyle join'd the Com- 
pany, and ſoon after went open-breaſted among 
the Soldiers to encourage them to behave as 
became Engliſhmen: © You fee Brothers, /aid 
« be, I have no conceal'd Armour, I am equal- 
« ly expoſed with you, and I require none to 
* go where I ſhall refuſe to venture. Remem- 
ber you fight for the Liberties of all Europe 
and the Glories of your Nation, which ſhall 
never ſuffer by my Behaviour, and I hope 
the Character of a Briton is as dear to every i 
«* one of you. To do him Juſtice, he always 
fought where the Danger was greateſt, and 
encouraged the Soldiers more by his Actions 
than by his Words, The Duke of Marlbs 
rongh had indeed a Conference with the Duke 
of ' Berwick, which gave him an Opportunity 
to view the Enemy's Batterics, which was of 
ſignal Service to the Allies; for they raiſed nel 
Battery which ſoon diſmounted the Cannon that 
the Duke had noted, by which the Entrench - 
ment was render'd more acceſſible. As we have 
already given an Account of this Battle, we 
ſhall only take Notice of what relates more par- 
ticularly to Mrs. Davies. | — 
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When the Engagement was begun, ſhe en- 
ted the Wood to carry Small-Beer to her Huſ- 
band, where the Shot and Bark of Trees flew 
about fo thick as to give her ſome Uneaſineſs, 
ſeveral Pieces of the latter falling on her Neck, 
and getting down her Stays. Her Dog which 
we have ſpoken of before, at the Entrance of 
the Wood howl'd in a pitiful manner; which 
ſurpriz*d her, as it was unuſual. A Man who 
was eaſing Nature hearing him, faid, Poor 
Creature! be would fain tell you that his Maſter 
is dead. How, ſaid Mrs. Davies, is he dead? 
Wl know not, replied he, but I am ſure he was very 
i 14 ——— This brought to her Mind her 
Huſbandꝰs melancholy Prediction, that he ſhould 
Ne kill'd in this Battle; but ſtill hoping to find 
him alive, ſhe ran among the Dead, turn'd 
over near two hundred, and found Brigadier 
lo, Sir Thomas Pendergraſs, and a great ma- 
more of her beſt Friends among them. At 
aſt ſhe ſpied a Stranger ſtripping her Huſband's 
Body 3 = on Mrs. Davies's Approach, he 
rent off and left his Booty, fearing the Effects 
if her Rage, which indeed was ſo great, that 
he would certainly have kilPd him, could ſhe 
ave laid Hands on him. Her Grief on this 
Iceafion was inexpreſſible; ſhe bit out a great 
iece of her Right Arm, tore her Hair, threw 
erſelf upon the Corpſe, and would have put a 
eriod to her Life, had ſhe had any Inſtru- 
dent of Death. At length ſhe vented her Sor- 
Win a Flood of Tears, which gave her ſome 
lelief, While ſhe was thus deploring her 
s Captain Roſs came by, who ſeeing her 

igony, could not forbear ſympathizing with 


jen her, 
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her, and drop'd ſome Tears, proteſting that Mo 
the poor Woman's Grief touch'd him nearer MP 
than the Loſs of ſo many brave Men. This MW" 
Compaſſion from the Captain gave her the Wi: 
Nick Name of Mother Roſs, by which ſhe was 
afterwards commonly known. After her Tear . 
were a little abated, ſhe dug a Grave for the H 
Corpſe, buried it, and would have thrown her- 
ſelf in with it, had ſhe not been prevented by js 
ſome of her Huſband's Comrades. She then Nn 
mounted her Mare, notwithſtanding ſhe had MY" 
no Arms, and puſh'd into the Wood, with be 
deſign to wreak her Vengeance on the French, 
(whom the Allies were then purſuing) and ton 
tear in Pieces whoever fell into her Hands; 
nay, if ſhe had had Strength and Opportunity, 
the would have given no Quarter to any Man an 
in the French Army. She was riding full Speed Ma 
after them, when Captain Uſer laid hold off h 
her Mare and forced her back, or ſhe had ine-W'*Pi 
vitably been either killed or taken. The for- V. 
mer ſhe would not have thought a Misfortune, Nœeſſt 
for her Diſtraction render'd her incapable of te 
minding her Buſineſs, her whole Time being 
employ'd in running to her Huſband's Grave, 
and endeavouring to remove the Earth with her" al 
Hands, in order to have another View of the": 
Man whom ſhe loved with greater Tenderneß Tim 
than herſelf, and for whoſe Safety ſhe would 
willingly have ſacrificed her own Life. The 
poor Dog was always found lying on his Ma- 

ſter's Grave, and for ſeveral Days could not be Her 
perſuaded to eat any Thing. Mrs. Davies her. 
1elf, though often importun'd, touch'd nothing 
of Suſtenance for the whole Week. The Prince tec 
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of Orange, near whoſe Quarters her Tent was 
„ picch'd, and who frequently heard her crying, 
. W was fo compaſſionate as to order his Servants to 
eich her to Meals, ſaying, The poor Woman 
, Wl weeps Night and Day, and I fear will kill her- 
e 


ſelf, which would grieve me. They obey'd his 


Highneſs's Orders, and would fet the choiceſt 
Meats before her, but ſhe could touch nothing, 


however ſhe enjoy'd the Comfort of the Fire, 


and the Liberty of taking Coals to make one 
n her own Tent. Colonel Hamilton's Lady 
 MWhearing of the Weakneſs of her Stomach, and 
; chat ſhe was not able to bear any Kind of Meat, 
offfent for her, and order'd her what was more 
ſuitable to her Condition; and frequently en- 
„eavour'd to divert her Melancholy, by plea- 
n fantly chiding her for grieving ſo much for one 
Man, when ſhe might pick and chuſe from the 
of hole Battalion. Sometimes ſhe would gravely 
e- Miepreſent to her the Sin of Self- Murder, which 
N- vould be the Conſequence of indulging her ex- 
e, Neeſſive Grief: That beſides, it was diſputing 
ofthe Will of God, which we ought to obey 
1g vith Reſignation. Colonel Hamilton often ſe- 
e, conded his Lady's Charity; and by this Means 
er n about fix Weeks Mrs. Davies began to get 
the better of her Melancholy but was a long 
Time before ſhe could quite ſhake it off. Du- 
ung this Time ſhe had left the Care of her 
Tent to a Drummer and his Wife, who had 
Fftravagantly conſum'd her whole Subſtance. 
Her Horſes however had been well taken Care 
of by ane ugh Jones, a Grenadier whom we 
ave formerly mention'd to have had a great 
Efteem for her in her Huſband's Life-time. 


He 
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He now made his Addreſſes to her freely; to 
which, conſidering her Obligations to him, ſhe 
could not help liſtening. In ſhort, they were 
married in the Camp about eleven Weeks after 
her Huſband's Deceaſe, on conditions that he 
ſhould not eat or bed with her till they were Ma 
in Garriſon ; which he agreed to, and kept his 
Promiſe, however contrary to his Inclinations, 
Her Marriage being known had like to have 
caufed a Duel between a Serjeant and her ney 
Huſband, the former ſaying, The Cow that lows 
moſt after her Calf goes ſooneſt to Bull: The lat- 
ter took him up in a very ſharp Manner; and 
if others had not interpoſed and made them 
Friends, the Serjeant acknowledging that he Wor: 
was in the Wrong, he might have repented his 
witty Reflection. | 1 

After the Reduction of Mons, their Regi- Wn i 
ment was quarter*d at Gent, where they ſpent Wau 
the Winter withont any Event worthy of No- 
tice; wherefore we ſhall proceed to the Opera- Woo 
tions of the enſuing Campaign, after having 
taken a ſhort View of the Affairs in Spain. Thisbe 

Tear was fought the Battle of Almenara, where 
the Allies quitted Scores with the Spaniards for 
the Loſs they ſuſtain*d in that of Amanza. The 
Emperor ſent his Brother King Charles ſome po 
Troops from 1taly, which arriv'd very oppor-WW 
tunely to check the Progreſs of the Eneny, 
who had carried the Town and Caſtle of A. 


7 — 

—— p — = — — 
— -; ” Rom 2 > "= = 
— 1 - 


I SD 5 
— — + 
* 


| 
| 
| 
( 


. — 2 
— wad < — 
— —— — . 2 


cant, defeated the Portugueſe in the Plain of Mons, 
Guadiana, and liv'd at Diſcretion in their Coun- Wer; 
try. Philip himſelf took the Field, and di- 
rected his March to Catalonia; but having In- 


telligence that the French were order'd to run 
no 


The Lies of Mrs. DAVIES. 127 


J Hazard, he return'd to Madrid very much 
ifatisfied, and there found a general Conſter- 
nation on the Advice they had of the King of 
France having recalPd his Troops. Reſolving 
o make the next Campaign in Perſon, he 
auſed very great Levies to be made, and ar- 
i'd the Begining of May at Lerida, where 
te held a Council of War, in which it was re- 
bly'd to beſiege Balaguera ; but the Waters 
being out, and having Advice of the Rein- 
frcement his Competitor had receiv'd from 
ah, after he had inveſted the Town, he 
udg'd it proper to draw off from before it, 
nd return to Leiria. King Charles being in- 
orm'd of this March, privately rais'd his Camp, 
nd march'd with the utmoſt Expedition to 
et the Enemy who immediately drew up 
n the riſing Ground of Almenvra with forty 
ſquadrons, which were all their Horſe, and 
gt or ten Battalions, while the reſt of the 
oot advanced. On another riſing Ground, which 
mmanded that where the Enemy was poſted, 
e Allies mounted fourteen Pieces of Cannon, 
d, without ſtaying for the Ring Wing, 
targed the Spamards ſo briſkly within fixteen 
quadrons that they broke and drove them 
pon our Foot that were in the Bottom, whom 
or-Wiey trod down, and cauſed ſo great a Confu- 
, Won, that throwing away their Arms, and lea- 


e int ot tmadzry 


M. Ing their Baggage, Tents, Cannon and Wag- 
of ens, chey fled by the -Favour of the Night ro 
an- Werida. King Philip arriv'd there at Midnight, 
di- ey much diſpleaſed with the Behaviour of 
In- Cavalry. On his Arrival he was blooded, 
rut wing been thrown by his Horſe in the Action. 


After 
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Ater this Victory, which coſt the Allies bu 
four hundred Men they took in ſeveral Town, 
making the Garriſons, Priſoners of War; and 
great Part of the Kingdom of Arragon, as fa 
as Hueſca, ſubmitted to King Charles, who, de. 
camping from Moncona- on the 12 of Auguf, 
endeavoured to bring the Enemy to a ſecond 
paſſed the Ebre near Ozera on the 
12, and march'd directly to them, who, un 
der the Command of the uis de Bay, were 
poſted on the riſing Ground of Fariexo, ſtre 
ing the Left towards Saragoſſa : He had 
Eibe behind him, and the little River Huebr, 
cover'd his Front. Each Army prepar'd 0 
the 19 of Auguſt at Night for a general En 
gagement the next Day. As ſoon as it wa 
Light the Spaniſh Cannon began to play, anc 
made a terrible Fire on the Allies, who not 
withſtanding march'd up in Order of Battle 
and, receiving the Enemy's Fire began the 
Attack. The Generals Amezaga and Mabon 
repulſed the Left Wing of the Allies, whic 
Advantage gave the Spaniards great Hopes 0 
the Victory: But General Staremberg, charging 
in his Irn, the left Wing of the Enemy, anc 
taking them at the ſame Time in Flank with: 
Part of his Foot poſted behind Hedges, the 
threw themſelyes in Diſorder on the main Bc 
dy, which they put into Confuſion, and cauſec 
an entire Defeat of their whole Army abqu 
Four in the Afternoon. King Charles, wh 
had the Satisfaction of ſupping that Night | 
the Tent of his Competitor, took ſixty- tu 
Colours and Standards, ' twenty-two Pieces © 
Cannon, all the Equipages, ſix thouſand * 
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Men, and four hundred Officers. General Ma- 
boni, who, with ſome of the Runaways, had 
thrown himſelf into the Caſtle of AMfaxerea 
near Saragoſſa, was ſummon'd, and oblig'd to 
ſu — 2 of War, with thoſe who had 
follow'd him. | N Nets | 
After this Defeat, Philip, with an Eſcort of 
two hundred Officers, retir'd to Madrid. He 
immediately ordered Money and Proviſions to 
I be ſent to his ſcatter'd Troops, and drew five 
Ml thouſand Men from the Frontiers of Andaluſia, 
" to reinforce his Army which was getting toge- 
cher. In the Interim dreſs, to 
ng King Charles, and ſent him a Preſent of ſeventy 
iY thouſand Pieces of Eight, with a Quantity of 
dCloathing, Ammunition, and Proviſions for his 
Army. After this the Allies march'd to Ma- 
drid: On whoſe Approach Philip, not thinking 
himſelf ſecure, ſent the rich Furniture of the 
Palace to Valladolid, which he follow'd the next 
Day with his whole Court, having promiſed 
the Caſtilians by a Letter to return to Madrid 
ON in the Space of a Month. This Promiſe how- 
ever did not prevent the Town's ſubmitting to 
King Charles, on a Summons from General 
which was follow'd by a general Am- 
"ll neſty, and publick Rejoicings for three Days. 
0 The Allies having taken out of the Church of 
"JW our Lady 4 Atocha the Colours they had for- 
Fj nerly loſt, encamp'd at Canillejas ; and ſoon 
iter King Charles made his Entry into Madrid, 
and having heard Maſs at the Church juſt men- 
tion' d, he left the City the fame Night. 
Philip made good his Promiſe of returning 
10 Madei id in a Month; for the Troops he tad 
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drawn together from all Quarters form'd fo con- 
fiderable an Army, that the Allies were obliged 
to quit that City on the 11 of November, and 
withdraw to Toledo, which had ſubmitted to 
King Charles. Philip made no long Stay at 
Madrid, but ſet out to place himſelf at the 
Head of his Army. His Deſign was to follow 
the Allies in their Retreat to Arragon, and bring 
them to a Battle ; in which, in all likelihood, 
he would have had the Advantage, as they 
were divided into ſeveral Corps, that they might 
more eaſily fubſiſt. On Advice that General 
Stanhope was at Bribuega, with eight Battalions 
and as many Squadrons, he order'd it to be im- 
mediately inveſted. The Cannon having made 
a Breach, the Beſiegers gave the Aſſault, puſh'd 
to the very Centre of the Town, and, after a 
Defence of twenty-eight Hours, compelPd this 
numerous Body to ſurrender Priſoners of War; 
but on this Condition however, that the Offi- 
cers ſhould not be ſpoil'd of their Fquipages 
and Horſes. General Saremberg hearing of the 
Danger that Stanbope was in, march'd with all 
the Army to his Succour, and in the Night 
fired ſeveral Cannon to give him notice of his 
Arrival, He advanced as far as the Plain of 
Filla-vicioſa, whithet the Spaniſh Army, after 
the Expedition of Bribuega, march*d in Order 
of Battle to meet him, they being greatly ſu- 
perior in Number. The Duke of Yendo/me at- 
tack d, and ſoon routed the Left Wing of the 
Allies; then taking their Horſe in Flank, he 
broke them alſo ; but the Foot maintain'd the 
Fight till Night, when they fled tbwards Se. 
TFuenga, leaving behind them their Cannon and 
a wounded 
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wounded. Men, with a great Number of Wag- 
gons. The Germans give a quite different Ac- 
count, and ſay, that the Allies entirely defeated 
the Enemy's Horſe, and drove the whole Ar- 
my of the Spaniards beyond the Tajune, kill'd 
{ix thouſand, and remain'd Maſters of the Field 
and all the Cannon till Noon the next Day. 
But this is not at all likely; for tis certain that 
this Battle fix d Philip in that Throne, the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of which was the Ground of this bloody 
War. But to return to the Low-Countries. 
Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough 
arriving in the Army on the 20 of April 1710, 
decamp'd that very Night, to ſeize on the Bridge 
at Vendin, and the upper Grounds of Courteres. 
The French no ſooner ſaw the Vanguard of the 
Allies, but they quitted their Lines; fo that the 
Duke of irtemberg and Lieutenant-General 
Cadogan enter d them, without ſo much as draw- 
ing a Sword. On the other hand, M. 4 Ar. 
tagnon, who was poſted behind the Scarpe with 
forty Battalions and thirty Squadrons, aban- 
don'd the River the very next Day, and with- 
drew under the Cannon of Arras. This ſuc- 
ceſsful Opening of the Campaign was follow*d 
by the Siege of Doway, which was inveſted the 
23%, This Place, in which Philip the Second 
of Spain founded an Univerſity in 1560, was 
taken by Lewis XIV. in 1667, who cauſed it 
to be regularly fortified, and raiſed a Fort on 
the Scarpe at a little Diſtance from the Town. 
While the Allies were opening their Trenches 
and carrying on their Works, Marſhal YVillars, 
having reinforced his Army with all the Men 
he could draw out of the Garriſons, gave _ 
7 I 2 | at 
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that he would march to the Relief of the Town; 
and in effect he made a Detachment, which ad- 
vanced very near to the Lines that the Allied 
Army had drawn, to prevent their being in- 
commoded during the Siege. Theſe. Motions 
raiſed the Hopes of the Beheg*d, and animated 
them to a vigorous Defence; but notwithſtand- 
ing all their Bravery, the Town was oblig'd to 
capitulate, and the Garriſon march*d out with all 
the Marks of Honour. 

The Partiſan Du Moulin attempted to ſur- 
prize Lovain, but was diſappointed by the Bra- 
very of the Burghers. Oh the g of Auguft 
he detach'd a Party, who fcaled the Wall he- 
tween the old and new Gate of Bruſſels, where 
the Ditch is dry; and having enter'd the Town 
without being perceiv d, diſarmed the Burghers 
Guard, open'd a Gate, and let in their Com- 
rades, to the Number of four or five hundred ; 
who poſting themſelves in St. James's Church- 
yard, ſent a Party from thence to the Heart of 
the Town, and ſecur'd the Burghers Grand 
Guard. After this Expedition they intended 
to poſſeſs themſelves of the other Gates; the 
Garriſon, which was but a hundred and fifty 
Men, having withdrawn on the firſt Notice in- 

to the Caſtle. In the Interim the whole Town 
was alarm'd, and the Burgher-Maſter awaking 
with the Noiſe made in the Streets, ran diſ- I ** 
ifed to St. Peter's Church, and rang the A- 
Bell. Immediately the Burghers took to he 
their Arms, and headed by Van de Ven march'd dr 
to the Square, and drew up in Order before the I . 
Guard. Du Moulin, hearing that all was in £Þ 


Motion, ſent an Officer on Horſeback to fee I 
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how Things went.. He came to the Square 
with his drawn Sword in his Hand, and threa- 
ten'd the Burghers to fire the Town, if they 
did not lay down their Arms : But this Menace 
was ſo far from having the deſired Effect, that 
one of them fired at him, and ſhot him dead on 
the Spot. The Burgher-maſter immediately or- 
der'd the Inhabitants to repair to the Gate the 
Enemy had open'd, and retake it, while he at 
the Head of his Company march'd to St. James's 
Churchyard to diſlodge the French; who, fear- 
ing they ſhould. be cut off from the Gate, 
thought proper to retreat juſt before the Burghers 
arriv'd. 

When the Allies march'd to the Siege of 
Doway, one Morgan Jones ſtole a Mare from 
Mrs. Davies, ſo that ſhe was obliged to pur- 
chaſe another, which ſhe did of a Huſſar, who 
had ſtolen it from a Boor. The latter found 
her in Mrs. Davies's Poſſeſſion, and, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe had endeavour'd to diſguiſe her, 
knew and claim'd his Beaſt. She inſiſted that 
the Mare was her Property, that ſhe had bought 
and paid for her, would not part with her 
Right. This would not do; the Peaſant com» 
plain'd to Lord Orrery, and making Oath that 
the Mare was his, Mrs. Davies was obliged to 
return her, and could never get the M of 
the Huſſar. However, ſhe afterwards recover'd 
her ſtolen Mare, and her Huſband heartily 
drubb'd the Melebman for his thieving. 
After the Reduction of Doway, the Allies 
inveſted Bethune. The Town was well fur - 
niſn'd with every thing neceſſary for holding 
out a long Siege; it was defended by deep 

Tx ö Ditches, 
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Ditches, a great Number of Mines, double Out- 
works, and the low Grounds about it were laid 
under Water. The Allies however found means 
to drain off the Water, carried on their Works 
without being moleſted by Mines, and prepar'd 
to give the Aſſault to the Outworks; but the 
Beſieged not daring to expoſe tliemſelves to it, 
hung out a white Enſign at Count Schuiten- 
bourg's Attack. Baron Fagel reſenting the Go- 
vernor's not doing the like on his Side, conti- 
nued to puſh on-bhis Works; and, thinking his 
Honour at ſtake, threaten'd to lay all in Aſhes, 
if they delay'd it any longer. Monſieur de 
Vauban, who commanded in the Town, made 
ſome Difficulty of this, becauſe there was no 
Breach as yet on the Side of the Baron's At- 
tack : However, he was at length oblig'd to 
ſubmit, a Capitulation was ſign'd, and the Gar- 
riſon march'd out with the Marks of Honour. 
Mrs. Davies being in one of the Regiments 
which cover'd the Siege, had no occaſion to 
run into Danger; but however would venture 
out with the Foragers, who had all like to have 
been cut off. Marſhal Villars had detach'd ſc- 
veral Squadrons to attack them, which fell on 
thoſe that were to protect them, and ſoon made 
them give way; but the Foragers making head 
and ſuſtaining them, the Tables were turn'd, 
and they drove the Enemy with great Slaugh- 
ter. Freſh Troops coming to the Aſſiſtance of 
the French, the Foragers were compell'd to re- 
treat to a Village, where they expected Succour 
from the Army. The French ſurrounded them, 
ſummon'd them to ſurrender, and upon Refu- 


fal attack'd them in Front, but were oblig'd to 
| e 
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retreat at the Approach of the Piquet-Guard. 
In this Excurſion for Forage, Mrs. Davies got 
out of a Barn a large Bolſter full of Wheat, two 
Pots of Butter, and a great Quantity of Ap- 
ples, all which ſhe carried ſafe to her Tent. 
After the Reduction of Bethune, as ſoon as 
the Works were filPd up, and the Breaches 
haſtily repair'd, St. Venant was inveſted by the 
Prince of Orange, and Aire by the Prince of 
Auball- Deſſau. Monſicur de Gaebriant, who 
commanded in the latter, made all the neceſ- 
ſary Preparations for a vigorous Defence. At 
St. Venant, the Beſiegers, after having made the 
proper Approaches, gave ſeveral Aſſaults to 
the Da and the Beſieged, ſeeing them 
about to raiſe Batteries to play upon the Body 
of the Town, capitulated, and were allow'd 
to march out with the uſual military Honours, 
Mrs. Davies's Huſband was at this Siege, where 
at the Attack of the Counterſcarp he receiv'd 
a Muſquet-Ball in his Thigh. She had the 
Affliction to ſee him brought off by his Com- 
rades ; but felt nothing like the Grief which 
ſeiz'd her when ſhe found her dear Richard 
elch among the Dead. As ſhe knew nothing 
more dangerous for him than to catch Cold, ſhe 


pull'd off her Cloaths to cover him up warm, 


and accompanied him to the Trench; where 


a Surgeon having ſearch'd and dreſs'd his 


Wound, ſaid it was but ſlight, but the next 


Day finding the Bone broken, judg'd it mor- 


tal, as indeed it prov'd to be. 


When St. Venant had ſurrender'd, the 


wounded Men were carried to the Army at 


Aire, before which Town the Prince of Anbalt- 
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Deſſau open'd the Trenches in two Places on 


the 12 of Septenber at Night. The ſtony 
Ground, the great Rains, and the brave De- 
fence of the Beſieg'd, contributed to the Length 
and Difficulty of this Siege: The Garriſon diſ- 
puted the Ground Inch by Inch, and behaved 
with exemplary Courage : The Allies however 
ſurmounted all theſe Obſtacles; and having car- 
ried the cover'd Way, filPd up the Ditch which 

led to the Breach, and pre the laſt Bat- 
teries, compell'd the Garriſon to beat the Cha- 
made, who were allowed to march out on the 
11" of November with four Pieces of Cannon, 
two Mortars, and all the Marks of Honour. 
This Siege put a Period to the Campaign, and 
the Army was ordered into Winter-Quarters, 
The wounded Men were ſent to the Hoſpital 
at Liſie, where Mrs. Davies's Huſband daily 

w worſe, and had his Wound often laid 
open; Which at length turn'd to a Mortifica- 
tion, and carried him off, 

Mrs. Davies having no Acquaintance in Ly{p, 
had no Buſineſs to ſupport her. Brigadier 
Preſton, the only one ſhe knew, allow'd her a 
Crown a Week, and a Dinner every Tueſday ; 
and whenever he had any Entertainment, ſhe 
was allow*d, for aſſiſting the Cook, to carry 
away Victuals enough for three or four Days. 
This Goodneſs might perhaps proceed partly 
from Generoſity, and partly from a grateful 
Remembrance of the Care ſhe took of him 
when he lay ill of a Wound he receiv'd at 
Ramullies, | 3 | 
The Unanimity of the Allies was the prin- 
cipal Cauſe of a ſucceſsful War; which at laſt, 
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through the Diviſions in England between the 
Whigs and Tories, was attended with a leſs ad- 
vantagious Peace than might have been ex- | 
pected from ſo many glorious Victories. 
The Beginning of April the Emperor Joſep | 
was attack'd with a violent Diſtemper, which | 
in ſpite of all the Advice of his Phyſicians dai- 
ly increaſed, who at length diſcover'd that the 
Remedies they had preſcribed were contrary to 
the Nature of his Diſtemper, which prov'd to 
be the Small-Pox: However, he was not 
* in Danger till the 15"; but the next 1 
Day his Imperial Majeſty complain'd of a great | 
Heat in his Bowels, and a great Heavineſs and 
Diſtraction in his Head. This augmenting the 
Conſternation the Court was in, cauſed great 
| BE Diſputes among the Phyſicians; in which they 
ſpent a whole Night, and came to no Conclu- 
| Bf fion till the Morning, when the Emperor was 
paſt taking any Remedy, and had but juſt Life 
enough to receive the Sacraments and the Apo- 
ſtolical Benediction from the Nuncia, before he 
gave up the Ghoſt. 
The Grand Army was drawn early 


DA OO NGA tO A © 


EE 


r 
at'Orchies, where it remain'd till the 30 of 
April, and from thence march'd on the Side of 
the Plain of Doway, without entring upon any 
thing of Importance, on account of the French 
giving out, that they would ſend a large Body 
of _—_ into Germany under the Command 


of the Elector of Bavaria, to take Advantage 

of the Conſternation cauſed by the Death. of 

the Emperor ; but theſe Deſigns proved abor- 

tive, by the Allies having the Precaution to ſend 

a very conſiderable Detachment to the _— 
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Rhine. After the Allies had poſted themſelves 
between Valenciennes and Dowway, they had two 

or three Skirmiſhes with the Enemy; and on 
the Arrival of Prince Eugene march'd to Lens, 
to give the French a fair Opportunity to come 
to a general Battle. They made a Shew of be- 
ing inclin'd to it, by laying Bridges over the 
Scbeld, and altering the Situation of their Ar. 
my, though they had no ſuch Intention: How- 
ever, ſeven or eight hundred Men were order'd 
to force a fortified Poſt at Arleux, whom our 
Heroine follow'd in the Piquet Guard, ſent to 
ſupport them in caſe they ſhould be worſted by 
the French. The Detachment carried the Poſt, 
and began to fortify themſelves in it, a large 
Body of Troops being ſent to cover them. 
Theſe the French ſurprized in the Night and 
put into Diſorder ; but thoſe whom they were 
to cover awaking, and falling on in their Shirts 
Sword in Hand, the others rallied, and the 
Enemy was repuls'd. The next Morning, go- 
ing into a neighbouring Wood, Mrs. Davie: 
had the good Fortune to find a very handſome 
Horſe tied to a Tree, with a Tent upon his 
Back as good as new; which probably had been 
left. there by one of the Party who attack'd 
them the Night before. 

During this Time of Inaction, for it hardly 
deſerves another Name, the Prince of Orange 
quitted the Army to make a Tour to the Hague, 
to terminate ſome Differences with the King of 
Pruffia relating to the Inheritance of King Mil. 
liam's Eſtates ; but on his Journey was unfortu- 
nately drown d at Moerdyt, and his Body found 


a Week after by a Boat of Berg-op-Zoom. 
| A few 


The Lirs of Mrs. DAVIES. 139 


A few Days after this fatal Accident, the Ge- 
neral of the Allies gave out that they would 
attack the Lines the French had drawn to co- 
ver the Country of Artois, behind which they 
had hitherto laid. In effect, the Duke of Marl- 
borough, having advanced within two Leagues 
of thoſe Lines, order'd the Horſe to cut ſeveral 
thouſand Faſcines to fill up the Ditch, and ſent 


away the heavy Baggage under the Conduct of 


General Hompeſch, that he might have no En- 


cumbrance. This Detachment, which ſeem'd 


deſign'd for nothing more than an Eſcort, be- 
ing join'd by Part of ſeveral Garriſons, and in- 
creaſed to eight thouſand Foot and two thou- 
ſand Horſe, General Hompeſeh march'd with all 
poſſible Expedition towards Arleux, in order to 
pals the River Senſet, from which Yillars had 
drawn his Forces to ſtrengthen his Army, be- 
lieving he ſhould be attack'd in his Lines. But 
the Allies, who had only amuſed him, preci- 
pitately decamping, and dividing themſelves 
into four Columns, march'd towards Arleux to 
ſupport Count Hompeſcb. The Duke of Marl- 
borough, that he might get thither ſoon enough, 
went before with all the Horſe of the Right 
Wing, Marſhal Villars could ſcarce believe 
the firſt Intelligence he received of this March, 
but having Advice by which he was convinced, 
he alfo raiſed his Camp. However, as the Al- 
lies were ſo far before him, that it was impoſſi- 


ble for him to overtake them with his whole 


Army, he placed himſelf at the Head of twen- 


ty Squadrons to difpute the Paſſage of the Sen- 


ſet: But having croſs'd a Defile, he found Count 
Hompeſch drawn up in Order of Battle on = 
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other Side of the River, ſupported by the Duke 
of Marlborough at the Head of the Horſe. The 
good Countenance they ſhew*d prevented his 
taking advantage of the Diſtance of the reſt of 
the Army, and made him determine on a Re- 
treat. Thecrofling the Senſet render'd the French 
Lines uſeſefs, and gave the Allies an Entrance 
into the Enemy's Country without the Loſs of 
a Man, and was look'd upon as a Maſter-ſtroke 
of the Duke of Marlborongh. 
The firft Conſequence of this Expedition was 
the Siege of Bouchain, which was inveſted by 
Baron Fagel. Marſhal Villars, to impede the 
Siege and keep a Communication with the 
Town, raifed an Entrenchment near Marguette, 
which was extended as far as the Moraſs of 
Bouchain, and poſted in it twenty Battalions, 
The Befiegers, notwithſtanding this, undertook 
to clofe their Circumvallation on that Side, and 
carried it from the riſing Ground to the Moraſs, 
acroſs which they at length extended it, making 
it firm with Pontons, Faſcines, c. This ha- 
ving render'd the Marſhal's Endeavours fruit- 
lefs, the Trenches were open'd, and the Bat- 
teries began to play; which made ſuch a terrible 
Fire, that the Garriſon not being able to ſtand, 
made but a feeble Oppoſition to the Approaches 
of the Allies, and were ſoon obliged to capt 
rulatez and march'd out to the Number of 
three thouſand Men. This was the laſt Expe- 
dition of the Campaign. Ws oo 
During this Siege Mrs. Davies was conſtant- 
ly employ'd in my Lord Ssair's Kitchen, un- 
der his Cook; into which Colonel K— coming, 
would have been rude enough, if ſhe had not 
\; HIS diſengag'd 
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diſengaged herſelf with a Caſe-Knife, juſt as 
Lord Forreſter came in, who aſk'd what was 
the Matter. She told him tbe Colonel was but 
a bad Judge of Mankind, who were to be read 
by their Afidns : Had he confider'd that the Love 
ſhe bore ber Huſband had made ber expoſe herſelf 
to all the Dangers of a Soldier's Life, he would 
not have made an Attempt ſo unbecoming his Cha- 
rafter, and ſo little likely to ſucceed. The Colo- 
nel ſaid he only intended to kiſs her. Lord 
Forrefter commended and rewarded her Virtue 
with a Piece of Gold, while he gave the Colo- 
nel a gentle and friendly Reprimand; who, a 
few Days after, had his Heel taken off by a 
Muſquet-Ball, which Wound laid him up for a 
conſiderable Time. As Mrs. Davies was one 
Day maroding near the beſieged Town, ſhe got 
a Baſket-full of Fowls and Pigeons, which ſhe 
preſented to the wounded Colonel, to whom 
he was reconcil'd, as he had begg'd her Par- 
don. Theſe were no Trifles neither, conſider - 
ng the Scarcity of Proviſions, occaſionꝰd by 
the two Armies being ſo near each other, and 
the Danger of ſtirring abroad. The Colonel 
took this Prefent in ſo good part, that he gave 
her three Barrels of ſtrong Beer, and was very 
generous to her ever after. Nothing happen'd 
o Mrs. Davies in particular all this Campaign 
of 1711, which was the laſt the Duke of Marl. 
horougb made, to the no ſmall Regret of the 
2 Army, by whom he was entirely be- 
ved. 

One Day, while the Siege continued, they 
tad a great Dinner to dreſs, and wanting ſome 
aſſtance in the Kitchen, my Lord borrow'd 
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General Schomberg's Cook. The General dining 
with my Lord, he was not wanted at his own 

uarters. When the Dinner was over, the 
borrow'd Cook took ſome of the Proviſions 
that were left along with him. Near his Ma- 
ſter's Quarters he met with a Corporal, who 
had been upon Duty eight and forty Hours, 
without any Refreſhment during that Time. 
The Cook took Compaſſion upon the almoſt 
famiſh'd Soldier, and gave bim all he had 
brought from Lord Stair's Kitchen; which 
General Schomberg's Quarter-Maſter obſerving, 
went up to the Cook, and aſk'd if he had any 
Proviſions for him : But the Cook anſwering in 
the Negative, from Words the Quarter-Maſter 
proceeded to Blows; which the Cook not caring 
to take, he return'd them with Intereſt, and 
drubb'd the Quarter-Maſter to ſome tune, 
When the General return'd to his Tent, the 
beaten Quarter-Maſter made his Complaints to 
him; who not entering into the Merits of the 
Cauſe, order'd the poor Cook into the Cuſtody 
of the Provoſt, where he was confin'd four 
and ewenty Hours. The next Day after his 
Confinement, General Schomberg din'd again 
with my Lord, among ſeveral other Officers o 
the Afmny. When they were all ſeated, Mrs, 
Davies enter'd the Room with her uſual Free- 
dom, and, looking my Lord Starr full in the 
Face, open'd the Caſe in the following Man 
ner: May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, I haue heard 
of Perſons put into Confinement for Theft, but 
der yet of one impriſon d for not ſtealing. Ie 
your Lordſbip therefore to prevail on the General 
to releaſe his Cook for not filching from your 775 4 
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ſhip's Table two Days ago, in order to fill the 
Paunch of the Genera s Quarter- Maſter : Or if 
it is a Dutch Cuſtom, I defire it may for once be 
overlook'd. The General was prevail'd on by 
the Company to ſend Orders for the Cook's 
Releaſe, who came into my Lord's Kitchen be- 
fore Dinner was over. As foon as Mrs. Davies 
aw him at Liberty, ſhe went into the Dining- 
Room, and told the General ſhe came to give 
him a Kiſs, by way of Acknowledgment: But 
the General by his Countenance ſeem'd to ſay 
he was unworthy of ſo great an Honour. How- 
ever, obſerving by the Eyes of my Lord Stair 
that he was willing ſhe ſhould purſue the Fro- 
lick, ſhe wip'd her greafy Chops with her A- 
pron, and proceeded to do as the ſaid. The 
General finding her reſolute, roſe from his Chair, 
and they had a Race round the Table for ſome 
time: But he being a very good-humour'd 
Gentleman, and knowing her free way, ſtopp'd 
and kiſs'd her heartily z though at the ſame 
time he told the Company, if he had not had a 
very good Stomach, the greaſy Bitch would bave 
ſpoiled it. 

Another time one of my Lord's Footmen 
had been playing the Game of Up-Tails-all, 
nd had the ill Luck to meet with a Fire-ſhip, 
The poor Fellow was in a deſperate Condition, 
ind his Modeſty (tho* Mrs. Davies's Country- 
man) prevented the Diicovery for ſome time: 
At laſt my Lord*s Gentleman found it out, and 
having a Smattering in Phyſick, undertook the 
Cure. Mrs. Davies being of an inquiſitive Na- 
ture, ſoon came to the TI ruth; and was barba- 
tous enough to plague the poor Wretch about 
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it: But he ſtill denied the Affair, telling her he 
fear d he was in a Confumption ; and 1 


borrow'd Sauee pans, c. to prepare Medicines,. 


by Order of his Phyſician. One Day, unknown 
to Mrs. Davies, he had taken a Stew- pan to 
boil his Ingredients for a Poultice; when 
ſhe wanted it, it was no where to be found. 
She ſearch*d every Place ſhe could think of, 
and all to no purpoſe; till hearing People 
whiſper in a little Room, where the Lumber 
was generally put, ſhe peep d through the Key- 
hole, and ſoon perceiv'd what Uſe the Gentle- 
man and Footman made of the Stew-pan. She 
had not Patience to call to them, but broke the 
Door open with her Knee, which ſo much ſur- 
priz d the Doctor and Patient, that they both 
ruſh'd out of the Door, the Footman with his 
Breeches down, and twenty Yards of Roller at 
his Heels. She call'd after him, threatening 
to tell my Lord the Uſe he had made of the 
Stew-pan, and was as good as her Word; tho 
her Motive was not IIl- nature, for ſhe knew 
my Lord would order a proper Surgeon to take 
care of the poor Fellow. One Day at Dinner 
ſhe told the Story to the Company whilſt the 
Footman was waiting at the Table, juſt as he 
had been order'd to take away the firſt Dith ; 
which he did in ſuch Confuſion, that he threw 
down what Broth was left in it over the Duke 
of A—e. This increaſed the poor Wretch's 
Diſorder, who running with Precipitation out 
of the Door, met full-but three Servants coming 
in with the reſt of the Dinner. He threw down 
the firſt, the firſt the ſecond, the ſecond the 
third, Diſhes and all; and never made his Ap- 
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pearance till Night. The Fellow by his Lord- 
ſhip's Order was put under the Care of the Sur- 
geon of the Regiment, and that in good time; 
for had he continued under his firſt Quack- 
Doctor, the leaſt of his Loſſes would have been 
that of his Noſe: But by the Surgeon's Skill 
his Bridge was ſecured, and he became a ſound 
Man again, returning Thanks to Mrs, Davies 
for the lucky Accident, as he call'd it. But 
to return to the State of publick Affairs. | 
During the Siege of Bouchain, Charles III. 
King of Spain was elected Emperor; of whoſe 
Affairs, with relation to the Spaniſh Monarchy, 
the Succeſſion to which was the principal Ground 
of the War, it will not be amils to take a ſhort 
View. After Philip had won the Victory of 
Villa-vicioſa in the Year 1710; he once more 
became Maſter of the whole Kingdom of Ar- 
ragon, the Subjects of which were obliged to 
renew their Oaths of Allegiance to him. This 
Reduction being made, the Duke of Noailles 
inveſted Girone; and having carried the Red 
Fort, attack'd the Town on the ſame Side. 
When two Breaches were made, there fell ſuch 
2 violent Rain, that it ruin'd all the Beſiegers 
Works and Batteries, and reduced them to 
great Streights. When the Rain ceaſed, they 
began to repair the Damage; and having ſprung 
a Mine with the defir'd Succeſs, they 3 
the Breach, and carried the firſt Entrenchment, 
when the Governor ſent to deſire a Capitula- 

tion; which was granted accordingly, and the 

French enter'd the Town. 

After the Surrender of Girone, the Troops 
vent into Winter-Quarters. Philip choſe Sara- 
K gofa, 
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goſſa, to be at hand to give his Orders, and 
made new Levies, giving out that they were 


deſign'd for the Siege of Barcelona. In the 


Interim Count Staremberg having receiv'd from 
England large Remittances of Money, and ſome 
Troops from [aly, which conſiderably increaſed 
his Army, poſſeſs'd himſelf of Prat del. Rey, 
a very advantageous Poſt, from which all the 
Endeavours of the Enemy could not remove 
him : Wherefore while the two Armies were 
diſputing the Ground, the Duke of Yendoſme 
detach'd Count Muret with fix thouſand Men 
to form the Siege of Cardona; which, though 
not well fortified, had a good Caſtle and a nu- 
merous Garriſon, The old Towers were ſoon 
demoliſh'd by the Cannon of the Beſiegers, 
who having made an Aſfault, carried the Ram- 
part, enter'd the Town, and obliged ſuch of 
the Inhabitants as had not withdrawn into the 
Caſtle, to furrender Priſoners of War, Being 
Maſters of the Town, they turn'd all their 
Strengh againſt the Caſtle, the Garriſon where- 
of, having Hopes of Succour, made a reſolute 
Defence. They were reduced to cat their 
Horſes and Aſſes, when Count Staremberg ſent 
2 Detachment, which being advanced near the 
Caſtle, drove the Beſiegers, and vigorouſly re- 
puls'd twelve Companies of Grenadiers who 
endeavour*d to diſlodge them. Their Buſineſs 
was to keep the Enemy in Motion, to gain a 
Paſſage for four hundred Men, laden with Pro- 
viſions, into the Caſtle; which was luckily ef- 
fected, by the Beſiegers abandoning their Poſt 
on the Approach of the Troops that ſuſtain'd 
the Convoy : They however very ſtrenuouſ) 
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endeavour'd to gain the riſing Ground, which 
the Allies had in poſſeſſion, but all their EF- 
forts were ineffectual; and after having loſt two 
thouſand Men kilPd or taken, they thought fit 
to retreat and carry off what Baggage they 
could. This Loſs made the Duke of Vendoſine 
take the Advantage of the Night and a great 
Fog to decamp from Pratz-del-Rey. 

The Allies never had fo numerous an Army 
in Flanders, as this Year; and the Duke of Or- 
mond, who ſucceeded the Duke of Marlborough 
in the Command of the Forces, proteſted he 
would exert himſelf to bring the French to 
liſten to Reaſon : Notwithſtanding which, when 
a fair Opportuffity offer'd, and a Reſolution was 
taken to attack them, he declar'd he had no 
Orders to act 1 the French. This very 
much enraged the other Generals; who, how- 
ever, could not think of remaining inactive 
the whole Campaign; and notwithſtanding the 
Duke of Ormond refuſed to employ any Part of 
the Engliſh Forces in the Siege of Queſuoy, that 
Town was inveſted by the reſt of the Allies on 
the 8 of June, under the Command of Ge- 
neral Fagel. Though the Nights were then 
very ſhort, and the Moon at the Full, this did 
not prevent the opening of the Trenches. The 
Town defir'd to capitulate on the 3* of Fuly, 
but they could get no other Terms than to be 
made Priſoners of War. 

New Inſtructions were ſent to the Duke of 
Ormond, in conſequence of which he withdrew 
from the reſt of the Army with all the EAR 
Troops, and proclaim'd a Suſpenſion of Arms 
at the Head of his Camp. , ks 
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To the end the Allies might be render'd in- 
capable of undertaking any thing conſiderable 
againſt France, the Duke of Ormond endeavour'd 
to draw off the German Troops in Engliſh Pay, 
and to bring them to enter into the Suſpenſion 
of Arms. With this Deſign he gave them Ad- 
vice of his going off, and ſummon'd them to 
follow him ; which they refuſed to do, except 
one Battalion and fix Squadrons. Having ſent 
the ſame Orders to the Prince d' Anbalt-Deſſau, 


General of the Pruſſian Troops, this Prince re- 


turn'd for Anſwer, That he had receiv'd Inſtru- 
ctions from the King his Maſter, with Com- 
mand to obey the Eugliſb General in whatever 
ſhould not be contrary to them; by which he 
was enjoin*d to act offenſively as well as defen- 
ſively; and if he receiv'd contrary Orders, the 
King commanded him to withdraw, and join 
his Forces to Prince Eugenes Army. The 
Prince of Heſſe-Caſſe! being alſo ſummon'd, thus 
addreſs*d himſelf to the Officer who carried the 
Order: Sir, toll the Duke of Ormond, that the 
Heſſian Troops defire nothing more ardently than 
to march, provided it be againſt the French: 1 
will do myſelf the Honour to acquaint his Excel- 
lency with the Reaſon I cannot now obey his Or- 
ders. The Army decamping to march to Th:- 
an, all the foreign Troops in Engliſh Pay left 
the Duke of Ormond, and join'd Prince Eu- 
gene. Tho' the withdrawing the Britiſh Forces 
conſiderably weaken'd the Army, the Allies un- 
dertook the Siege of Landrecy, which the Prince 
of Anbalt-Deſſau inveſted on the 17 of July, 
with thirty-five Battalions and thirty Squa- 


drons. 
N When 
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When the Duke of Ormond decamp'd, he 
made a Feint of taking the Ypres Road, and 
of ſtaying in that Neighbourhood, but ſoon © 
changed his Rout, and made an expeditious 
March towards Ghent and Bruges, which two 
Places he ſurpriz d and garriſon'd, and thus be- 
came Maſter of the Paſs of thoſe Convoys 
which the Allies receiv'd by the Lys and the 
Scheld. 

On the 19 of Fuly, France gave Poſſeſſion 
of Dunkirk to the Troops the Queen ſent thi- 
ther from England. But to return to the Siege 
of Landrecy. n 

The Allies, to keep open a Communication 
with Doway, Tournay, and Marchienne, had 
poſted a Body of Troops in an Entrenchment 
at Denain on the Scheld. Marſhal Villars being 
inform'd very minutely of the Strength and 
Diſpoſition of the Allies, and conſequently of 
the Corps at Denain, reſolv'd to ſurprize theſe 
Troops. After ſeveral falſe Motions to deceive 
the Allies, and to make them believe he in- 
tended to ſuccour Landrecy, he on a ſudden 
changed his Rout, and being reinforced by the 
Garriſons of Cambray and Valenciennes, fell fu- 
riouſly with his whole Army upon the little 
Camp at Denain. It was impoſſible for the 
Earl of Albemarle, who commanded this Body, 
to withſtand the whole French Army, or even 
to retreat: Wherefore after a ſhort Engage- 
ment the Entrenchment was carried, and all 
who defended it were kill'd in the Action. The. 
next Day the victorious French appear d before 
Maxchienne, a weak Town, which they took 
with little Trouble, Here they found not only 
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all the Artillery and Ammunition deſign'd for 
the Siege of Landrecy, but all the Proviſions, 
brought together at a prodigious Expence, for 
the Support of the Army. 

The Court of France, on the Advice of this 
Succeſs, no longer doubted of the Allies being 
compell'd to accept of ſuch Conditions of Peace 
as the Eugliſb and French had preſcribed them. 
They were confirmed in this Opinion by the 
taking an hundred. and fifry Barks laden with 
Ammunition and Proviſions, the raiſing the 
Siege of Landrecy, and the Retreat of the Al- 
lies towards Mons. In effect thoſe Loſſes had 
ſo greatly weaken'd the Confederates, that, far 
f.om bong fa a Condition to undertake any En- 
terprize, they were not able to prevent Mar- 
ſhal Villars retaking ſeveral Towns this Cam- 


Paign. 


The Marſhal being fluſh'd with this Turn 


of Fortune, inveſted Doway on the 3“ of Au- 
guſt. He left the Care of the Siege to Mar- 
ſhal Monteſquiou and Count Albergolti, while he 
himſelf, with the grand Army, obſerv'd the 
Motions of Prince Eugene, who, after; the raiſing 
the Siege of Lauarecy, had retired and advanced 
very near Touruay to ſuccour the Beſieged, if 
he found it practicable. After he had been 
ſeveral times to reconnoitre the Enemy's Lines, 
it was thought too dangerous to attack them: 
IIowever, the Prince having ſpread a Report 
that he would march to the Relief of the Town, 
actually decamp'd and drew near to the Enemy; 
but as this Motion was made with no other View 
than to encourage the Beſieged, the Army ſoon 
return'd to its Poſt, General Hompeſch, 2 
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had thrown himſelf into the Town with ſome 


Troops before it was inveſted, defended him- 
ſelf with all the Bravery that could be expected 
with a weak and an ill-provided Garriſon. He 
held out till the 10'* of September, and at laſt 
was allow'd no other Conditions than to ſur- 
render Priſoners of War. Before the End of 
this Siege, and after Prince Eugene's Retreat, 
Marſhal Villars, having led his Troops over the 
Scheld, advanced to the Plain of Sebourg, to 
deprive the Allies of all Communication with 
Queſnoy; and having thrown up an Intrench- 
ment for that Purpoſe, he inveſted the Town 
in Form. General Tvoy, the Governor, de- 
tended himſelf with all imaginable Bravery ; 
but -the French notwithſtanding, carrying on 
their Works with the utmoſt Vigour, made 
themſelves Maſters of the Outworks without 
great Loſs; and having made a Breach, fill'd 
up the Ditch, and finiſh'd the Galleries, all the 
Grenadiers of the Army were order'd to pre- 
pare for a general Aſſault. Before it was given, 
the Marſhal ſummon'd the Governor, who not 


being ſtrong enough to withſtand the Enemy, 


was obliged to ſurrender upon the ſame Terms 
with the Garriſon of Doway. Towards the End 
of the Siege of Queſney, the Chevalier Luxem- 
bourg inveſted Bouchain, and attack'd it with 
ſuch Reſolution that the Garriſon, which con- 
ſiſted but of five hundred Men, were ſoon 

obliged to ſurrender. | 
In the midſt of theſe Diſaſters, the Garriſon 
of Oftend gain'd a conſiderable Advantage over 
the French. Monſieur Caris, Governor of that 
Town, being inform'd of the weak Condition 
S-- - of 
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of the Garrifon of Fort Knoque, ſent the Parti- 
fan La Rue, with an hundred and fourſcore 
Men, who in the Night-time found means to 
conceal themſelves in ſome Houſes that lay 
between the Draw-bridge and the Fort ; and at 
the opening of the Gate ſeiz d upon the two 
neareſt Bridges, ſurpriz d the Guard, poſſeſs'd 
themſelves of the other Gates, and difarm'd the 
Garriſon. This was the laſt Expedition of the 
Campaign in 1712. 

Some time after the Exgliſʒ Troops had taken 
Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk, Mrs, Davies applicd to 
the Duke of Ormond for a Paſs to England ; 
which he not only ſign'd, but generouſly or- 
der*'d her Money enough to defray her Charges, 
She left Ghent, and went by Water to Dunkirk, 
where ſhe was kindly receiv'd by the Regiment 
ſhe had belong'd to, which was garriſon'd in 
that Town. Being oblig'd to wait here ſome 
time for the Arrival of the Pacquet-Boat, ſhe 
went to pay her Reſpects to the Governor, Ge- 
neral Ilill, to have her Paſs ſign'd. He was 
then very ill and confin'd to his Bed; but how- 
ever ſign'd it, and ſent her two Piſtoles, with 
a handſome Comphment ; directing Orders to 
be given to the Commander of the Pacquet, 
to reſpect her as an Officer's Widow. During 
her Stay here, ſhe was going to vilit Colonel 
lugram, and accidentally meeting him by the 
Way, told him her Deſign to foul a Plate with 


him. I ſhould bz glad; ſaid he, if you would 


defer the Favour io another Day, as a Set of Of- 
ficers are invited to dine with Brigadier Durel, 
and *tis probable that befide a better Dinner, you 
may get wbcrecwithal ta defray your Charges lo 

7 : England. 
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England. She thank'd him for the Hint, and 
took his Advice, but they had din'd before ſhe 
got thither. Brigadier Durel ſeeing her Diſap- 
pointment by her Looks, aſk'd her if ſhe would 
take up with a Morſe] at the Servants Table. 
O' my Conſcience, ſays Mrs. Davies, you have 
beton the Height of good Breeding, to fit down 
before I came, for I don't ſuppoſe but Ingram ac- 
quainted the Company that I intended them the Flo- 
our of mine; however, my Pride ſhall never de- 
fraud my Belly, and I don't know but your Ser- 
vants may be the politer Co mpany of the two; 
for had they known, as you dia, that a Perſon of 
my Diſtinction would condeſcend to grace their Ta- 
ble, they would have had the good Manners to 
wait my coming. Having thus gravely deliver'd 
herſelf, ſhe went to Dinner, and after eating 
heartily, return'd to take a chearful Bottle with 
the Company. One of them was in a fine 
laced Sute of Cloaths, whereof he took more 
than ordinary Care; which raiſed a Deſire in 
the reſt to have them ſpoil'd. To this end they 
plied him well with Wine, and never let the 
Bottle reſt, in hopes he would ſpill ſome upon 
his Cloaths ; but his Care of them increaſed as 
he grew drunk, and they were diſappointed of 
their Aim: This made them propoſe the Miſ- 
chief to Mrs. Davies, who lov'd a little Ro- 
ery as well as the beſt of them. She pre- 
tended ſhe could not finiſh her Bottle; and all 
the Company, except the Gentleman in the fine 

Cloaths, ſeem'd willing to excuſe her; but he 

ſwore ſhe ſhould take the Glaſs in her turn. 
The more Reluctance ſhe ſhew'd, the more he 
inſiſted upon Mrs, Davies's pledging him every 
| Time 
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time the Glaſs came round. She endeavour'd 
to excuſe herſelf, expreſſing her Fear of be- 
coming offenſive to the Company. All Argu- 
ments were vain, drink ſhe muſt, and drink 
ſhe did, till at laſt opening her Flood-gates, 
ſhe pour'd a Torrent of undigeſted Wine upon 
one Side of his glittering Cloaths. A pallid 
Ire now o'erſpread his Cheeks, and Indignation 
ſparkled in his Eyes, while foetid Fumes ariſing 
from the Flood, forced him to ſtrip, and at a 
Diſtance hurl the now polluted Robe. But to 

uit theſe Heroicks, he did all he could to con- 
ceal his Anger, as he thought it entirely his 
own Fault, for he had not the leaſt Notion of 
his Misfortune being deſign'd. Mrs. Davies 
pretended to be very ſick and fuddled, and was 
for taking her Leave, but the Gentlemen would 
not part with her, till they had contributed to 
the Charges of her Voyage, giving her two 


Crowns apiece. 
Soon after this ſhe embark'd for England, 
and a few Days after her Arrival waited on the 
Duke of Marlborough, in order to get ſome 
Proviſion made for her, in conſideration of 
her own Actions and the Loſs of two Huſ- 
bands in her Majeſty's Service. The Duke 
gave her a very kind Reception, and expreſs'd 
his Concern that he could not ſerve her; giving 
her a gentle Reprimand for not coming to Eng- 
land when he ſent for her, and had it in his 
Power. This the Duke had done before he 
reſign'd his Command, which we forgot to men- 
tion in its proper Place. His Grace, when ſhe 
took leave, gave her a Guinea, and honour'd 
her with his good Wiſhes. In hopes of 1 1 
Succèſs, 
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Succeſs, ſhe reſolved to apply to the Duke of 
Argyle, who was ſtill in the Enjoyment of his 
Sovereign's Favour. Accordingly, the next 
Day ſhe ſet out for his Grace's Houſe, but met 
him in his Chair. The Duke ſpied her firſt, 
and aſking a Footman of his, to whom ſhe was 
+ png well known, whether that was not 

other Roſs ? being anſwer'd in the Affirma- 
tive, ſtopp'd his Chair. After having aſk'd 
her ſeveral Queſtions, the Duke gave her a Gui- 
nea, and bad her go to his Houſe and wait his 
Return, ſaying he would conſider how ſome- 
thing might be done to provide for her. She 
went accordingly, and was ſhewn into the 
Houſekeeper's Room, who went up to her La- 
dy, and told her who was in the Houſe. Her 
Grace, having heard Mother Ro/s's Character 
from her Lord, ſent for her to her Apartment, 
made her fit down, breakfaſt with her, and tell 
the Story of her Adventures; which ſhe'did 
in as conciſe a manner as ſhe could, and her 
Grace ſeem'd very well pleaſed ; particularly 
when ſhe related the Duke's Eſcape at Rouſſe- 
laer ; telling her, that for the Advice ſhe gave 
her Lord of the Enemy's Approach, ſhe ſhould: 
always eſteem her, and do her any Service ſhe' 
was able. Indeed her Grace kept her Word, 
for ſhe heap'd many Favours on her ; which 
we mention to her Honour, as they were ſo 
many Proofs of her conjugal Affection to her 
Lord. After Mrs. Davies had finiſh*d her Sto- 
ry, the Ducheſs made her a Preſent of a Gui- 
nea and a half, enjoining her Silence, leſt it 
might prevent her Lord's Bounty. By this 
time the Duke came in, and was very 4 

WI 
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with his Lady on her admitting a Dragoon in- 
to her Bedchamber. When Dinner was ready, 
the Duke would have ſeated his Viſiter at his 
Table; but as there was Company, ſhe pre- 
vail'd upon him to permit her to dine at a ſe- 
cond ; from whence my Lord ſent for her when 
the Meal was over, and kept her with the Com- 
pany till Evening. The Ducheſs ſeeing her 
under ſome Reſtraint, and at a Loſs how to be- 
have before a Perſon of her Character and Qua- 
lity, made her a handſome Compliment, ſa- 
luted her, and withdrew ; defiring to ſee her 
often, that they might be better acquainted. 
This gave her an Opportunity to talk over 
their Adventures with Freedom; which they 
did the more agrecably, as two of the Duke's 
Aids-de-Camp were of the Company. When 
it grew dark Mrs. Davies took her Leave, and 
the Duke gave her another Guinea, ordering 
her to get a Petition drawn up for the Queen, 
to carry it to the Duke of Hamilion, and he 
himſelf would back it. The two Aids-de-Camp 
made her a Preſent of three Crowns each. 

According to the Duke's Advice, ſhe got a 
Petition drawn up, repreſenting, that ſhe. had 
ſerv'd twelve Years in the Earl of Orkney's Re- 
giment as a Man, that ſhe had receiv'd ſeveral 
Wounds, and loſt two Huſbands in the Ser- 

vice. With this ſhe waited on Duke Hamilton, 
who at firſt made ſome Scruple, as if ſhe was Lo 
an Impoſtor : But Mrs. Davies appealing to any Ar, 
Officer in the Army for the Truth of what ſhe. I gn 
ſaid, the Duke went into a Parlour, where, as I ar 
it afterwards appear'd, he had two Officers be- ¶ im; 
longing to the Regiment wherein Mrs. nn 
| ha 
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had ſerv'd. They confirm'd all ſhe had ad- 
vanced in her Petition ; upon which the Duke 
gave her a Crown to get a new Petition drawn 
up to preſent herſelf to the Queen next Morn- 
ing, he intending to preſent the other that 
Night. She thank'd his Grace, and was very 
punctual in following his Directions. Having 
got a Petition finely written out, ſhe dreſs'd 
herſelf next Day the beſt ſhe could, and went 
to Court. She placed herſelf at the Bottom 
of the great Stairs, where ſhe had not waited 
long before her Majeſty carne down, ſupported 
by the Duke of Ale. Upon this, ſhe fell 
on her Right Knee, as ſhe had been inſtructed 
to do, and deliver'd her Petition, which the 
Queen receiv'd with a Smile, help'd her up, 


and promiſed to provide for her; and perceiv- 


ing her with Child, added, F you are deliver d 
74 Boy, I will give him a Commiſſion as ſoon as 

e is born: But to her Sorrow it prov'd a Girl, 
who afterwards cauſed her great Trouble and 
Vexation. Her Majeſty was farther pleaſed to 
give her an Order to the Earl of Oxford for 
fifty Pounds to defray the Charge of her Lying- 
im Mrs, Davies frequently waited on that no- 


ble Lord, but to no purpoſe ; which having 


humbly repreſented to the Queen, ſhe gave her. 
a ſecond Order to Sir William Wyndbam, who 
readily paid the Money. | | 

Some time after ſhe was brought to Bed, 
Lord Forreſter order'd her to be at the Xing 
Arms in Pall. Mall, where he was to dine with 
ſome other Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
Army, deſigning to make a Collection for her 


immediate Support. She was punctual to the 
| Time 
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Time bis Lordſhip had appointed; but none 
of the Company being yet come, ſhe waited at 
the-Door with her Child in her Arms. In the 
mean time a Soldier, who had ſerv'd Abroad, 
ſeeing her, and concluding her to be a lewd 
Woman, began to treat her as ſuch with Oaths 
and ill Language, concluding his Salutation 
with a Blow acroſs her Breaſts with his Stick. 
The Language itſelf was ſufficiently provoking, 
but the Blow enraged her to ſuch a Degree, 
that not conſidering the Child ſhe had in one 
Arm, ſhe flew upon him, and began to bela- 
bour him-with the other. A Drawer, who ſaw 
the Diſadvantage ſhe was under, took the Child 
from her ; when, having both Hands at Liber- 
ty, ſhe beat her Aggreſſor in ſuch a manner, 
that he cried for Quarter, begg'd Pardon moſt 
ſubmiſſively, and promiſed to ſhew her the 

| Reſpect for the future. This Inſult, 
and the conſequential Battle, prov'd very lucky 
for Mrs. Davies; for it happen'd as the Quality 
were returning from Court, who ſtopp'd their 
Chariots to be Spectators of the Fray, in which 
the receiv'd neither Hurt nor Loſs, but that of 
rearing her Sarſenet Hood; which however was 
- amply repaired by Money thrown by Lord Har. 
vey and the Marquis of Wincheſter out of the 
Tavern Window, and a Collection amongſt 
others of the Nobility, which amounted to up- 
wards of nine Pounds, beſides a large Quantity 
of untouch'd Proviſions from the Tables of 
ſuch Quality as din'd at the Xing s- Arms that 


N Days after this, as ſhe was ſauntering 


in the Court of Requeſts, ſhe met with two 2 


her Countrywomen who ſold Fruit, c. One of 
them, a ſingle Woman, named Judith, was her 
Acquaintance in Ireland , the other, whoſe Name 
was Mary, had two Huſbands, one living in 
Ireland, and one in Drury-Lane. This latter, 
as two of a Trade can never agree, took it in- 
to her Head to reflect on the Reputation of the 
former, who, good-natur*'d Girl, always traded 
on her own Bottom; whereas the other not 
only dealt on her own Stock, but got Money 
alſo by other Folks Wares. As Mrs. Davzes 
was then talking with F#udith, ſhe reſented this 
Impertinence of Mary, by giving her School- 
Diſcipline in a publick Manner, which afforded 
no ſmall Diverſion to the Spectators, eſpecially 
the Gentlemen of the Livery. 
One Saturday Morning, tha 15" of Novem- 
ber 1712, as Mrs. Davies was going through 
Hyae- Park, ſhe ſaw four Gentlemen jump over 
the Ditch into the Nurſery, which made her 
fuſpe& a Duel, and kaften towards them to en- 
deavour to prevent it. However, ſhe could 
not get time enough; for they all four drew 
and engag'd, two and two, with great Ani- 
moſity. One was Colonel Hamilton, who in- 
ſtantly cloſed in and diſarm'd his Antagoniſt, 
General Maccartney ; and at the ſame time the 
other two fell, the one upon the other. Theſe 
were Lord Mobun and the Duke of Hamilton; 
the former of whom fell dead upon the Spot, 
and the latter expired ſoon after. Colonel Ha- 
milton was wounded in the Inſtep; and Mac- 
cartney, as ſome Keepers came up, walk'd off, 
and was not taken, though a conſiderable Re- 
ward was offer'd for apprehending him, Had 
Mrs. 


The LirE of Mrs. DATTES. 159 


n 4 : 
1 * 7 * 
"> *s > 
. — * 
5 4 


160 The BRITISH HRROI NE; or 


Mrs. Davies been examin'd as a Witneſs in this 
Affair, her Affidavit might poſſibly have left 
no Doubt; but it was very happy for her that 
ſhe was not thought of, as her Evidence would 
in all Probability have offended the Friends of 
the deceaſed Lords, whoſe Charity the had of- 
ten experienc d. For a fuller Account of this 
Affair, we refer our Readers to the Hiſtory of 


thoſe Times. 


It was not long after this, that, inſtigated 
by a ſtrong Deſire of ſeeing her Friends and 
native Country, which ſhe had not viſited for 
ſome Years, Mrs. Davies wrote to her Mother 
to let her know ſhe would be in Dublin in a 
ſhort time, and indeed got there before her, 
who, though upwards of a hundred Years of 
Age, travell'd ten Miles on Foot to give her 
the Meeting. The poor old Woman, who had 
long given her over for dead, having in fo 
many Years heard nothing of her, wept for Joy, 
and in ſuch an exceſſive Manner when ſhe em- 
braced her, that her Daughter could not refrain 
mingling her kt my thoſe of her 13 

uiry after her Children, ſhe learnt. 
* egy of them died at the Age of 
eighteen, and that the younger was in the 
Work-houſe. The Nurſe, with whom, at her 
Departure, ſhe had left the beſt of her Goods 
together with her Child; ſoon threw him upon 
the Pariſh. Indeed, but one of thoſe with 
whom ſhe had intruſted her Effects, was honeſt 
enough to give any Account of them, and that 
was Mr. Howell, Father to the Perſon who 


ruin'd her virgin Innocence : All the others, like 


the Nurſe, converted the Goods to theis 675 
7 
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Uſe, and look'd upon her as an unreaſonable 
Woman to ect a Return. Her Misfortune 
was, that the honeſt Man had but few, and 
thoſe the worſt of her Goods, which he kept ſafe 
and reſtor*d juſtly. She was equally unfor- 
tunate with regard to her Houſe ; for the Per- 
ſon dying whom ſhe left in it, one Bennetclaim'd 
it as his Freehold, and having got Poſſeſſion of 
it Mrs. Davies could not eject him, nor con- 
teſt his Title, her Writings being loſt or de- 
ſtroy'd. And indeed not having Money ſuffi- 
cient to carry on a Law-Suit, without which it 
is in vain to expect Juſtice, ſhe was compell'd 
to ſit down with the Loſs, and think on ſome 
Method to get an honeſt Living. As ſhe had 
before kept a Publick Houſe, ſhe could think 
on nothing better than the ſame way of Life, 
and accordingly took one, put in a Stock of 
Beer, and with the Help of making Pies got a 
comfortable Support, till ſhe was again entan- 
gled in Marriage with a Soldier named Davies. 
He had ſerv'd in the firſt Regiment of Foot- 
Guards in the Low-Countries, but on the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace, was, at his own Requeſt, 
diſcharged from the Service. His Father dy- 
ing during his Abience, and leaving him a 
ſmall Patrimony, he left Flanders and went to 
his Brother, who liv*d near Cheſter, to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Proviſion his Father had made for 
him; but his Brother, who had laid hold of it, 
and knew he was not in Circumſtances to com- 
pel him to do Juſtice, made a Jeſt of his Pre- 
tenſions, and kept all to himſelf. This unex- 
pected Diſappointment oblig*d him once mote 
to take to a military 1 57 and coming over to 
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Dublin, he was enroll'd in the Welch Fuzileers, 
After her Marriage, Mrs. Davies continued on 
her publick Buſineſs, till her Huſband's Regi- 
ment was order'd to Hereford, in the firſt Year 
of King George I. when a weak Effort was made 
in favour of the Pretender. Having made a 
ſhort Stay in Dublin to diſpoſe of her Effects, 
ſhe got a Paſs, and follow'd her Huſband to 
Hereford ; from whence ſhe went to Glouceſter, 
defigning to go and ſettle at London. On her 
ourney ſhe met Colonel Floyer at Colnbrook, 
pp'd with him, and the next Day arriv'd at 
that City. While ſhe was travelling to Town, 
her Huſband was on his March to Preſton, 
where the Rebels were aſſembled. 
. Her late Majeſty, beſide her Bounty of fifty 
Pounds, had order'd Mrs. Davies a Shilling a 
Day Subſiſtance for Life; which the Lord Trea- 
ſurer Oxford, without the Queen's Knowledge, 
reduced to Five-pence. The Miniſtry being 
now changed, ſhe flatter d herſelf that ſhe ſhould 
have Juſtice: done her, and be reſtor'd to the 
full Allowance of a Shilling : With theſe Hopes 
ſhe addreſs'd herſelf to Mr. Craggs, who pro- 
duced the Watrant, and got the King's Order 
for her receiving the Shilling as intended by 
deen Anne, which ſhe enjoy d ever after. 
By the time the Preſton Rebellion was quell'd, 
Mrs. Davies had ſettled in a Houſe in the Wil- 
low-Walk, Tothill-Fields, Weſtminſter ; where ſhe 
made Farthing Pies, and ſold ſtrong Liquors, 
with ſuch Succeſs that ſhe was ſoon able to-pur- 
chaſe her Huſband's Diſcharge ;, but the Money 
was thrown away, for ſoon atter, being in Drink, 
he inliſted in the Guards, 
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Th Night, after her Huſband was in Bed, 
and herſelf fin a manner undreſs'd; ſome fro- 
lickſome Sparks took it into their Heads to tear 
up the pitching Place which ſhe had made for 
Porters to reſt their Burdens upon, and to throw 
that and the Board on which ſhe expoſed her 
Pies into the Ditch. She ran down Stairs, fol- 
low'd by her Huſband and a Lodger, all three 
almoſt naked, to ſtop the Career of theſe miſ- 
chievous Gentlemen. The firſt Mrs. Davies 
laid hold on, ſhe gave ſuch a hearty Drubbing, 
that he was glad to cry Quarter, give them a 
Treat, and promiſe to make good the Damage 
they had done. » 

The Houle ſhe liv'd in, and two adjoining, 
ſhe rented at eight Pounds a Year. Theſe ſhe 
tepair'd, and bought the Willows before them 

a former Tenant, by whom they had been 
planted. Her Landlord notwithſtanding, -: be- 
ing in want of Money, let theſe Tenements to 


a Bailiff on a long Leaſe, for the ſake of a Fine, 
without giving Mrs. Davies the leaſt Intimation 


of it. The Bailiff ſoon acquainted her, that 
for the future ſhe was to pay the Rent to him, 


and muſt agree to raiſe it next Quarter, or pro- 


vide herſelf elſewhere. She uſed all her Rhe- 
torick to divert him from this Cruelty ; but 
finding he had no Compaſſion, ſhe changed her 
Dialect, and treated him with all the opprobri- 
ous Terms imaginable; for, to ſay the Truth, 


no one was a greater Proficient i in the Language 


of Billingſgate than Mrs. Davies. 

The next Day her new Landlotd. brought a 
Carpenter with him to lop the Trees. She, 
foreſeeing this would 57 the Ground of a Quar- 


rel, 


* * 
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rel, ſecured her Huſband, that he might not 
have an Aſſault ſworn againſt him, and went 
out herſelf with a Reſolution, if poſſible, to 
provoke the Bailiff to ſtrike her ft, and in 
ſuch Caſe to belabour him to ſome purpoſe. 
The Carpenter was got into a Tree, and the 


- Bailiff ſtood below to ſecure the Branches as 


they fell. Mrs. Davies forced them from him, 
and upon his aſking the Reaſon, told him the 
Trees were her Property, as ſhe had bought 
and paid for them. He replied, the Perſon 
who ſold them was a Rogue; and Mrs. Davies 
in return giving him ſome irritating Language, 
he endeavour'd to wreſt a Branch out of her 
Hand but finding he ſtruggled in vain, he 
gave her a Blow. This was the firſt ſhe ever 
recay'd with Pleaſure, as it afforded her an Op- 
portunity of drubbing the Raſcal with Impu- 
nity ; which indeed ſhe did unmercifully, being 
far ſuperior to him in Strength. The Carpen- 
ter, ſeeing his Comrade ſo roughly handled, 
came down to his Aſſiſtance, and, endeavour- 
ing to take her off him, tore her Head-cloths. 
This fo enraged her, that ſhe left the Bailiff, 
who took that Opportunity to make a precipi- 
tate Retreat, and having ſeiz d the Carpenter, 
ſtruck up his Heels, and fell upon him with 
her Knee in his Stomach; then let him riſe, 
knock*d him down again, and in ſhort beat 
him till ſhe was quite weary ; ſo that at laſt he 
got clear of her, and follow'd the Example of 


bh the Bailiff, 


About this Time there was a Camp in Hyd: 
Park,” where Mrs. Davies kept a Sutler's Tent. 


Lord Cadogan, when the King came to _ 
| e 
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the Forces, treated his Majeſty and the Prince 
with a great many of the Nobility, and ſent 


for Mrs. Davies to ſtand Centinel at the Tent- 


Door; but having nobody ſhe could truſt with 
her Buſineſs, her Huſband being to perform 
Exerciſe in the Foot Guards, ſhe could not do 
that Duty. She reſolved however, at all Events, 
to ſee the King ; but finding ſeveral General 
Officers in a Tent joining to that in which his 
Majeſty din'd, ſhe ſtepp'd in to them without 
deſign of ſtaying ; where they plied her ſo well 
with ftrong-bodied Wines, that ſhe had almoſt 
forgot what ſhe came about. After they had 
given her a Shilling apiece for a Kiſs, ſhe went 
to ſee the King; but having delay'd it ſo long, 
his Majeſty was juſt going into his Coach. She 
got ſo near however that he perceiv'd her, and 
ſaid, he thought to have ſeen the old Dragoon 
ſooner ; and then drove off, leaving her diſap- 
pointed in her Expectations. To make ſome 
amends for this, it came in her Head that the 
Nobility who attended on his Majeſty were en- 
tertain'd in an adjoining Tent. She went thi- 
ther immediately, and acquainted them that 
ſhe had loſt ſeveral Pounds in the Camp b 

ſcoring their Followers, and hop'd they woul 

take it into Conſideration. They contributed 
a2 Guinea apiece, which was a great and ſeaſon- 
able Relief ; for the Fatigue of Cooking, and 


the Effect which the Loſs of her Money, truſted - 


in the Camp, had on her Mind, threw her into 
a Tertian Ague, which compell'd her to leave 
the Camp the following Day, It would have 


been the higheſt Folly to have expected any 


Aſſiſtance from her Huſband, who always ſpent 
| L 3 more 
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more than he got; ind who, the Day after ſhe 
left the Camp, fold hex Tent and every thing 
in it for forty Shillings, though the Tent alone 
colt fifty, and ſquander'd away every Penny of 
the Money, | 
Whilſt Mrs, Davies was indiſpoſed with an 
gue, ſhe heard of the Duke of Marlborough's 
Death, to whoſe Goodneſs ſne was greatly in- 
debted. This afflicting News increaſed her Ill- 
neſs; but being well enough to go abroad at 
the Time of the Duke's Funeral, ſhe placed 
2 5 by her Huſband, and march'd in the 
rogeſſion, with a very heavy Heart and ſtream- 
ing Eyes. The Ceremony being over, ſhe left 
the Regiment in the Camp, and return'd to 
her Houſe. SY 
When ſhe was thoroughly recover'd, unwil- 
ling to be troubled any longer with her new 
Landlord the Bailiff, ſhe ſettled at Warndſor ; 
where ſhe liv'd a private Life, ſupported by 
the Munificence of the Nobility and Gentry 
which however was not half ſo conſiderable as 
formerly, a great many of her Benefactors being 
dead, and others, for different Reaſons, having 
withdrawn their Charity. G 
Mrs. Davies having ſpent a whole Year at 
Mandſor, and growing tir'd of ſo inactive a 
Life, reſolv'd once more to get into Buſineſs. 
She accordingly remov'd to Paddington, took a 
Publick-Houſe, and behav'd ſo well that her 
Cuſtomers daily increaſed. Here, as elſewhere, 
ſhe continued her Viſits to ſuch as honour'd her 
with their Protection, and to whoſe generous 
Contributions ſhe chiefly ow'd her Support ever 
ſince her Arrival from Flanders, 


Among 


Among the reſt of her Benefactors, there 
was a noble Lady who one Day gave her a 
Hoop - Petticoat, a Machine ſhe knew not how 
to manage, having never had one on in her 
Life. However, as it came at ſo eaſy a rate, 
the reſolved to make a Show, and the firſt time 
ſhe went abroad, put on her Hoop. She could 
not help ſmiling at the odd Figure ſhe made ; 
but her Finery, which at her firſt ſetting out 
was the Subject of her Mirth, occaſion'd her, 
before ſhe return'd, both Pain and Confuſion, 
Being in a Street where the Foot-path was nar- 
row, ſhe thruſt againſt a Poſt, which made the 
other Side of her Hoop fly up. Imagining it 
was ſome rude Fellow thruſting his Hands up 
her. Coats, and thinking ſlily 8 reveng'd on 
him, ſhe, threw her Stick back without looking 
behind her, and gave herſelf ſuch a Blow that 
ſhe could not help crying out, She turn'd a- 
bout, but nobody appear'd, except ſome Ap- 
prentices, who laugh'd heartily at her Roaring, 
and her aukward Management of her Hoop. 
On this ſhe walk'd off, vex'd and aſham'd at 
becoming the Sport of Boys, and curſing the 
Hoop and its Inventor. | 

Soon after this ſhe was ſent for by ſome Per- 


ſons of Quality and Diſtinction, who for their 


Diverſion invited Sir James Baker, called 
by them Lord Lateran, to the Thatch'd-Houfe 


to Dinner; to which however they ſat down 


without his Lordſhip, and ordering a Couple 
of Ducks, ſome Beef- Stakes, and Soop to be 
ſet by for him, went into another Room, whi- 
ther Mrs. Davies was conducted and taught her 
Leſſon, RY TOY 
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This Lord Lateran was a Perſon with whoſe 
Simplicity ſeveral of the Quality diverted them- 
ſelves ; he was by ſome eſteem'd a Fool, others 
thought him mad, and others again believ'd 
he wore a Maſk, and rather ſuffer d himſelf to 
be laugh'd at and made the Jeſt of the Com- 
pany, than go without a Dinner, 

Soon after the Quality, with whom the mock 
Lord was to have din'd, were withdrawn, his 
Lordſhip came in, and highly reſented their 
not ſtaying for him, The Drawer endeavour'd 
to appekſe him by a Detail of what was ſet by 
for his Lordſhip, Hearing there was Soop, of 
which he was a great Lover and an immode- 
rate Eater, he was ſomewhat pacified, order'd 
it in, and fell to very heartily, a Waiter attend- 
ing his farther Orders, By the Time he was 
ſeated Mrs. Davies went up, and knock'd at 
the Door; the Servant, who had his Inſtruc- 
tions, opening it, ſhe aſk'd if Sir James Baker 
was there? Madam, ſaid the Waiter, I know no 
ſuch Perſon ; here is no body bere but my Lord 
Lateran. In the Interim, the Deviſers of this 
Plot on the poor Lord ſlipp'd in, and conceal'd 
themſelves behind a Skreen that was between 
him and the Door, 

The Fellow naming Lord Lateran, Mrs. Da- 
vies anſwer'd, he cas the very Perſon after whom 
ſhe enquir'd ; went abruptly into the Room, and 
ſeated herſelf oppoſite to him, His Lordſhi 
having recover d from the Surprize into which 
her Freedom had thrown him, aſk'd what was 
her Buſineſs, deſiring her to be expeditious, as 
he was but juſt ſat down to Dinner. My Dear, 
faid Mrs, Davies, I da not deſign to interrupt you, 

as 


as I came on purpoſe to dine with you; though 
this pretended Ignorance of me cauſes both my 
Grief and Aſtoniſhment, ſince you cannot but know, 
that I had more Regard to your Solicitations than 
to my own Intereſt, having entirely diſobliged all 
my Friends by becoming your Wife. Wife! Wife! 
cried my Lord in amaze, Why, Woman, I never 
was married. I it poſſible, my Lord, replied 
Mrs. Davies, a Man of your Quality and good 
Senſe can bring a Blemiſh on his Honour, by de- 
nying what be is conſcious can be ſo eaſily proved? 
It is happy for me and my two Babies, that I 
bave three Witneſſes of our Marriage, or I find 
you would ruin my Character and baſtardize your 
poor innocent Children. Children too! cries my 
Lord: Very fine truly, I have a Wife and two 
Children without knowing any thing of the mat- 
ter! Lookye, my Lord, ſays Mrs. Davies, I am 
not a Woman to be trifled with ; your ſimple De- 


nial will avail you nothing againſt the Oaths of 


three creditable Witneſſes ; though it has given 
me ſuch a Contempt for your Perſon, that I can 
part with you and not break my Heart; but 1 ex- 
pelt you will immediately furniſh me with Money 
for my own and your Children's Support —t hy, 
thou thorough-paced Impeſtor, replies his Lord- 
ſhip, hou notorious abominable Lyar—Go on, my 
Lord, ſays his pretended Spouſe, Money I muſt 
and will have ; this mean foul Language does not 
7 ang me or make me leſs your Wife.—8o I find, 

ays he, you will ſwear I am married, to extort 


Money from me. His Lordſhip then turning to 


the Drawer, who, though an Actor in the Farce, 


kept his Countenance, deſir'd he would hand 
the Gentle woman down Staits, and ſet his Foot 


in 


The Lies of Mrs. DAVIES. 169 


170 The BaIrtsH HEROINE, or 
m her Br— ch. The Fellow, prompted from 
behind the Skreen, anſwer'd, that he durſt not 

art Man and Wife, as he did not know how 

angerous it might be with regard to the Law. 
Why, ſays my Lord, do you think ſhe is really 
wy Wife? I ſolemnly proteft I was never married 
to ber. I cannot tell that, replied the other ; 
ſhe avers, and you dem it ; ſbe has Witneſſes te 
Prove it upon Oath, let her Evidence appear. 
There is no Occaſion for that, anſwer'd Lord La- 
feran ; this is ſome old Fade who can no longer 

et Money by Whoring, and would now extort it 
5 fevearing @ ſham Marriage upon me: I don't 
queſtion her being prepared with falſe Witneſſes. 
Come my dear Lord, ſaid Mrs. Davies, fall ta 

our Soop, and after Dinner I will give you in- 
conteſtable Proof of our Marriage. As his Lord- 
flup was pretty ſharp ſet, he took the Advice, 
and fell to it very heartily, When he had fi- 


niſh'd his Soop, Mrs. Davies bid the Waiter 


bring her a Plate, a Knife, and a Fork. Why 
fure, ſaid my Lord, you don't intend to dine with 
we? Indeed but I do, anſwers Mrs. Davies, and 
bed with you tao: Do you think I married to have 


 enly the bare Name of a Wife? Prithee Woman, 


be. quiet, replies. my Lord; I proteſt, if I had 
wy Sword here, I would run you through the Bo- 
4. He ſpoke this with ſuch an Emotion, that 
he fet the Audience upon the Titter, and had 
hke to have diſcover'd all. The Stakes ana 
Ducks being ſet upon the Table, ſhe deſir'd he 
would help her; but he was now grown ſullen, 
and would not ſpeak a Word; ſo that, without 
Ceremony, ſhe hAp'd herſelf. Having din'd, 


Mrs. Davies told him ſhe would now take her 
| | Leave, 
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Leave, in hopes of finding him in a better Tem- 

another time, but intreated one Kiſs at 
parting z which he ſcornfully refuſed, crying, 
No, no, Woman, I kiſs you! Kiſs the Devil's 
Dam.—1T will have a Kiſs before I go, ſays ſhe, 
and getting up made towards him. He endea- 
vour d to avoid her; but after chaſing him a- 


bout the Room, ſhe caught him round the 


Neck and kiſs'd him, in ſpite of his Reſiſtance, 
This threw him into ſuch a Paſſion, that he 
would have run out of the Room immediately 
but Mrs. Davies held him till the Company be- 
hind the Skreen had Time to get off. Then 
letting him go, he ran down Stairs, threatening 
the Maſter of the Houſe to ruin him for ſuf- 
fering ſuch an inſolent Jade to affront a Man of 
his Quality. | 

The Company, who ſet Mrs. Davies to play 
this Game, were highly diverted with the Per- 
formance; but *tis probable the mock Lord 
ſmoak*d the Affair, and was as little angry as 
his pretended Wife was fond : For he eat hear- 
tily, and could not but hear thoſe behind the 
Skreen titter, and. alſo go out of the Room; 
but it was his Intereſt not to diſcover them. In 
ſhort, they laugh'd at my Lord, and my Lord, 
if the Truth was known, laugh'd at them. 

While Mrs. Davies liv'd at Paddington, thro? 
the Application of ſome Friends ſhe procur'd 
her Huſband's Diſcharge from the Foot-Guards; 
but this argued a want of Foreſight, for he 
falling into his former Extravagancies, was ſo 
far from being of any Service to her in her Bu- 
ſineſs, as he might have been, that ſhe was 
obliged to throw up her Houſe and Shop, ſell 


off 


-- 
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off her Goods, and procure a Paſs from Lord 


C— for Ireland. Returning from that Noble- 
man's Houſe, ſhe paſs'd by that of Lord S—x. 


IT xo of his Footmen, who were at the Door, 


ſtopp'd her, and the Gentleman ran to tell his 
Lord who was below. Upon the Gentleman's 
Return, he told her that his Lord wanted her 
to teaze Sir James Baker, who was at Dinner 
there with a great deal of other Company. 
Glad of the Opportunity, Mrs. Davies followed 
the Gentleman up Stairs, who pointed to a 
Room, and made Signs for her to go in. Her 
Entrance ſurpriz'd ſeveral of the Company who 
were Strangers to the Story of the Thatch'd 
Houſe, and eſpecially when they ſaw Lord S—x 
fmile upon her. She put on a ſeeming Con- 
fuſion, and begg'd Pardon for being ſo un- 
mannerly as to intrude into a ſtrange Company 
in a Nobleman's Houſe, but hoped they would 
think her rather an Object of their Compaſſion 
than Reſentment, when they knew that it was 
the Unkindneſs of a Huſband, for whom ſhe 
had the tendereſt Affection, forced her to take 
that Step. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, my Name is Ba- 
ker, and as I heard Sir James Baker is in this 
Company, I have taken the Liberty to enquire af- 
ter my Huſband, Madam, replied my Lord, 
there is no ſuch Perſon here, poſſibly you mean 
Lord Lateran; if it is that noble Lord you ſeek, 
be is at Table. The Moment Sir James heard 
her name him, he turn'd his Head, and in a 
violent Paſſion vented himſclf in theſe or the 
like Words: Thou wicked, vile, baſe, infamous 
Weman, why do'ſt thus haunt me? How, ſaid 
my Lard S—x, by this Language ſhe cannot be 
OP | your 
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your Lady, for Lord Lateran bas too much Ho- 
nonr to treat a Wife with ſuch harſh Language. 
Then turning to Mrs. Davies, as if he was en- 
tirely a Stranger to her, he continued, Woman, 
look to what you are about; Men of Quality are 
not to be inſulted with Impunily; you muſt not 
think to impoſe on that noble Lord ; you call your- 
felf bis Wife ;, if yon do not prove it, I have @ 
good Pump in my Yard to revenge the Inſult on 
that noble Perſon, and may perhaps cure you of 
your vile Practice. Having deſir'd his Lord- 
ſhip to give her leave to ſpeak, and to judge 
impartially, ſhe proceeded : My Lords, my fim- 
ple Aſertion, I am ſenſible, would little avail me 
but I have living Witneſſes of the Truth of what 
1 have advanced; Witneſſes, my Lord, who were 
preſent when the Prieſt perform'd the Ceremony of 
our Marriage ; beſides two Sons, the Fruits of 
it, enregifter'd in his Name, and long acknow- 
ledged his Children by himſelf. It is true, that 
ten Years fince he left me, without any juſt Mar- 
ter of Complaint , for I defy the World, cenſorions 
as it is, to caſt the leaſt Reflection on my Hu- 
nour; my Enemies allow me to be a Woman of in- 
ſuperable Virtue. —Ohb the vile Strumpet, cred 
Sir James. Let ber proceed, faid Lord -x, 
\, ſhe ſpeaks with an Air of Trath, and your Paf- 
ion makes me fear there is ſome Jealouſy at the 
bottom of this Aﬀair.—Upon my Honour, ſaid 
Sir James, I never ſaw her but once before, ex- 
cept in the Streets, and then ſhe pinn'd herſelf 
upon me at the Thatch'd Houſe. Let ber go 
on, replied Lord S—x.—T1 am to this Day, con- 
tinued Mrs. Davies, ignorant of the Reaſon why = 
be left me, which I muſt own greatly afflited me; 
for 
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for he was a very fond Huſband for the Space of 
three Years that we liv'd happily together. Not 
three Minutes, my Lord, on my Honour, cried 
Sir James. Your Lordſhip, continued Mrs. Da- 
vies, cannot ſuppoſe that I have my Witneſſes al- 
ways with me; wherefore, my Lord, I put it 
upon this Iſſue for the preſent, let him take his 
Oath that 1 am not his Wife ; he dares not do it. 
Lord S- faid, that would be deſcending be- 
low his Dignity. Well my Lord, ſaid ſhe, fence 
he is now a Man of Quality, I am lotb to expoſe 
Bim in a publick Court, and am ready to forget 
what is paſt, if he will return with me to his 
own Houſe, My dear Lord Lateran, you know 
| how you have wrong'd me, but I will never men- 
tion the Injury, all ſhall be buried in Oblivion, 

and will ſeal this Promiſe with a virtuous Kiſs, 
She was going to take him round the Neck, 
when he leap'd over the Table, broke the 
Glaſſes, ran down Stairs, threatening to kill any 
one who ſhould endeavour to ſtop him, and be- 
hav'd in all reſpect like a Madman. When 
the Laugh was over, which made ſome of the 
Company hold their Sides, and others wipe 
their Eyes, Lord S—x order'd Mrs, Davies to 
fit down, take a Glaſs, and give the Company 
her Hiſtory; which ſhe did as ſuccinctly as poſ- 
ſible, after which every one at Table made her 
a Preſent of five Shillings, and my Lord gave 
-her a Bottle of Wine to take home, 

Soon after this, having made Money of her 
Goods, Mrs. Davies left Paddington, and went 
to Charles-Street, Weſtminſter, Here having an 
Order from the Governors of Cheſſea-College to 


appear at the Board, as all do at a certain * 
w. 


r 1 


who receive Penſions as Invalids, ſhe went and 
made her Appearance. In returning home ſhe 
fell in with two Penſioners, who had been on 
the ſame Errand; and one of them, who was an 
intimate Acquaintance, ſtopt her to enquire af- 
ter her Health. His Companion took an 


portunity from the Difference of their Penſions 


to abuſe her, as not deſerving what ſhe enjoy'd, 
having never done any thing for the Govern- 
ment. Nettled at this Treatment, ſhe made a 
Compariſon between her Service and his, great- 
ly to her own Advantage, and concluded with 
calling him a Faggot and a cowardly Dog. 
Stung with this Appellation, he was reſolv'd to 
ſhew his Bravery, drew, and made a Thruſt at 
Mrs. Davies, who had no other Weapon than 
her Stick, with which ſhe put by his Paſs, 
cloſed in with him, wrench'd the Sword out of 
his Hand, threw it over the Bank, fell upon 


him with her oaken Plant, and broke his Head 


in two Places. Two Gentlemen, Spectators 
of the Fray, offer'd her a ten Shilling Treat, 
but her Buſineſs would not permit her to ac- 
cept it. 

rs. Davies now waited about Court, that 


ſhe might be in the way of her Benefactors; 


whoſe Generoſity at laft enabled her to return 
and ſettle in her native Country. She ſet out 
from London in the Weſt. Cheſter Waggon (with 


ſeven or eight more of her 'own Sex) for her - 


Purſe would not afford her a Coach. The Wo- 
men were all good merry Company, and they 
paſs'd their Time pleaſantly enough in telling 
Stories, &c. When Mrs. Davies had ended 
the Hiſtory of her Adventures, not one would 


give 
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give Credit to it; till at Daventry meeting with 
an old Soldier, whom ſhe had formerly known 
in Flanders, he confirm'd all that had been told 
them. They were then more pleaſed with her , 
Converſation than before, and came to an A- 
greement, as ſhe had formerly paſs'd for a Man, 
to conſider her ſtill as one; merrily ſaying, that 
as ſuch they would treat her the reſt of their 
Journey to Cheſter, according to the Cuſtom, 

when there is but a ſingle Man in Company to 

ſeveral Women. -She readily agreed to their 

Propoſal, telling them at the ſame time, if ſhe 

was in reality a Man, ſhe would chuſe a freſh 

Bedfellow every Night, till ſhe had enjoy'd them 

all round. They were very merry on this To- 

pick till they came within two Miles of Coven- 

try; when a Highwayman well mounted or- 

der'd the Waggoner to ſtop that Moment, or 

he was a dead Man. The Fellow was fright- 

'en'd, and obey'd the Command. When the 

Horſes ſtood till, the Highwayman came to 

the Paſſengers, preſented a Piſtol, and in a haſty 

Tone demanded their Money. The Women 

W - fell a ſqualling, as uſual upon any ſudden Fright; 
„ but Mrs. Davies, without the leaſt Fear or Con- 
g cern, adviſed him to put up his Piſtol, and not 
bl frighten the Women, telling him, They'll give 
1 you what they can ſpare immediately. What they 
1 can ſpare! replied the Highwayman; damn you, 
| Pl] have all, and this Moment too. While the 

; Women were rummaging their Pockets, Mrs. 
q Davies obſerv*d the Highwayman had a Brace 
| N of Piſtols in a Belt round his Waiſt, which ſhe 
bo did not perceive at firſt, as they were cover'd 
n with his . She watch'd the Oppor- 
tunity, 


: 
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tunity, and while he was ſtooping forward with 
his Hat to receive his Contributions, ſhe ſnatch'd 
a Piſtol from his. Girdle, cock'd it, and ſhot 
him into the Breaſt, and with a vigorous Blow | 
of the Butt of the Piſtol, fetch'd him off his | 
Horſe upon the Ground, where he expir'd im- 
mediately. All this was done fo quick, that 
the Waggoner and the Women could not be- 
lieve their Eyes for ſome time, till they ſaw 
Mrs. Davies jump out, and like an old Cam- 
aigner ſeize his Horſe, and begin to rifle his 
Pockets but finding nothing bur Bullets and a 
ſmall Horn of Powder, ſhe was diſappointed of 
her Booty: However, when they came to Co- 
ventry, the Mayor of the Town gave her his 
Horſe and Accoutrements, which ſhe fold for 
eleven Guineas, She received the Thanks of 
the whole City for ridding them of this trou- 
bleſome Infeſter of the Road, who made the 
Entrance of the Town dangerous to Travellers. 
The Inn where they put up was crowded with 
the Inhabitants, to ſee the Woman who had 
done them fuch a ſignal Service: But their Vi- 
fits gave her little Satisfaction, till one N 
them propoſed a Collection for he; 429 ſoli- 
cited fo warmly in her Behalf, that before her 
Departure ſhe received upwards of ſixteen 
Pounds, beſides the eleven Guineas for the 
Horſe, Fc. The Sight of ſo much Money 
gave her new Spirits, and ſhe purſued her Jour- 
ney with a chearful Heart: Her Companions 
alſo were extremely joyful, on having ſo unex- 
pectedly ſav'd their Money. For fear there 
might be more of the Fraternity upon the Road, 
Mrs. Davies reſerv'd a Brace of Piſtols, with 
NM Powder 
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Powder and Ball giving Orders to the Wag- 
goner, if he ſaw any Perſon that he ſuſpected, 
to ſtop the Waggon, and promiſing in ſuch 
caſe to alight to defend her Charge and his Paſ- 
ſengers: But they arriv'd ſafe at Chefter, with- 
out any other Accident by the Way, where the 
News of Mrs. Davies's killing the Highway- 
man had got before them. In this City ſhe re- 
ceiv*d a farther Collection of eleven Pounds 
fourteen Shillings, which gave her ſuch Spirits, 
that ſhe wiſh'd to meet with a Highwayman 
every Week: And, as great Actions employ 
the Poet's Pen, ſhe had the following Lines 


ſent her to her Inn at Chefer. 


All hail! great Roſs, thou Glory of the Age; 
Such Deeds as thine are Subjetts for the Stage. 
The Amazonian Race begins agen, 

And Females toil for Empire o'er the Men. 

Go on, bold Heroine, like Hercules, | 

And puniſh Monſters both by Land and Seas: 

Spread round thy Actious by the Mouth of Fame, 

Til Tyrants tremble at thy glorious Name. 

England can boaſt a greater Joan than France, 

To uſe the Piſtol, as ſhe did the Lance: 

Grant us, kind Heav'n, thy Fate be not the ſame 

With Joan of Arc, that famous Gallic Dame! 

The Frenchman talPd her Saint; the Engliſh 
| | [I Witch; 

And baſely clapp'd a Flambeau to her Breech. 

"Tis oft the Fate of Devils here at home, 

To riſe up virtuous, and be Saints in Rome, 


Soon after this Mrs. Dovies embark'd, and 


arriv'd ſafe at Dublin, whither we muſt now 
$2 follow 
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follow her. She took a Houſe as near as poſ- 
ſible to the Caſtle, having a great Dependence 
on Lord C 's Family. She was not diſap- 
pointed in her Expectations, for his Lordſhip 
was her beſt Benetator, and his Servants her 
beſt Cuſtomers. 

She ſtaid but one Year in Ireland, which was 
chiefly owing to her Inclination to ramble. 
While ſhe was in Dublin, ſhe happen'd one 
Day to ſpy the Rev. Mr. Howell, who, as we 
have ſaid before, robb'd her of her maiden 
Treaſure. He had alſo a Sight of her, and en- 
deavour'd to ſpeak with her; but ſhe turn'd 
into a Coffee-Houſe and avoided him. 
this he went home, and appear'd very me 
choly. Every one enquired into the Cauſe of 
this viſible Alteration in his Countenance, and 
Behaviour, but his Siſter alone could extort the 
Secret from him. He told her he had ſeen 
Mrs. Davies, and that a Reflection on the In- 
jury he had done her, gave him ſo much Pain, 
that he believ'd he ſnould never recover his 
Peace of Mind. The next Day he leſt Dub- 
tin, and about ſeven Weeks after, his Siſter 
meeting Mrs. Davies, read a Letter which gave 
her the melancholy Account of his having de- 
ſtroyed himſelf, Change of Kingdoms had 
made no Change in his Temper ; his Sadneſs 
daily increaſed, and he could find no Eaſe, 
whereſore he reſolv*d to put an End to his Life. 
For this purpoſe he one Day roſe very early, 
and went into his Study: His Wife having 
par*d his Breakfaſt, ſent one of the Children ta 
tell him it was ready; who having knock'd ſe- 


veral Times at the Doar, at laſt open'd it, and 
M 2 found 
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found him hanging in his Saſn, quite dead. 
The Child ſcream'd out and alarm'd the Mo- 
ther, who running up ſaw the diſtracted Sight. 
The poor Woman was inconſolable, for ſhe 
not only loſt a Huſband ſhe lov*d, but ſaw her- 
ſelf by that Loſs depriv'd of Bread, with ele- 
ven Children to maintain. Mr. Howell, ſome 
little time before he was guilty of this raſh 
Action, wrote a Letter to his Brather, where- 
in he tells him, that he was in a State of De- 
ſpair, and bid him not to be ſurprized if he 
ſhould hear that he had laid violent Hands up- 
on himſelf. 

When Mrs. Davies had reſolv'd upon quit- 
ting Dublin, ſhe ſent a Letter to her Huſband 
to take a Houſe for her at Cheſter, which he 
did accordingly. Before her Departure, ſhe 
went to take Leave of Lord C----t, who. to di- 
vert himſelf, would needs ſee the Ceremony of 
a Camp Marriage; ſo led Colonel P.— - and 


her into the Garden, where laying, two Swords 


acroſs, they both jump'd over them, his Lord- 
ſhip performing the Function of a Prieſt, and 


pronouncing the following Words, Jump Rogue, 


Fellaw Whore. After the Ceremony was over 
my Lord gave them a Treat, and Mrs. Davies 
went on board the Yatch. 

| Colonel M——»y and ſeveral Land- Officers 
were going to England in the ſame Veſſel. They 
aſk'd her if ſhe had a Paſs, which ſhe. ſhew'd 
them, hut the Captain of the Yatch, whoſe 
ſaucy Temper and Behaviour gave her Diſ- 
taſte, coming to her in a gruff manner, ſaid 
D----n. you, where's "your Paſs ?. She anſwer'd 
him in as rough a Style, and refuſed to let * 
. | _ 
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ſee it. On this he threatnen'd to ſend her back, 
and ſhe threaten'd to beat him ; which was no 

ſmall Diverſion to the Officers, who would fain 
have ſet them together by the Ears, but the 
Captain had more Wit. 
Having liv'd three Years at Cheſter, ſhe re- 
turn'd to Chelſea, got her Huſband into the 
College, and for the Remainder of her Life 
was ſubſiſted chiefly by the generous Aſſiſtance 
of the Nobility and Gentry. 

Long before her Death ſhe was afflicted with 

a Complication of Diſtempers, as Dropſy, Scur- 
vy, &c. At length her Huſband being taken 
ill, ſhe would fit up with him at Nights, where- 
by ſhe contracted a Cold that threw her into 
a continual Fever, which carried her off in a 
few Days. She died on the 7 of July, 1739, 
and was interr'd in the Burying-Ground belong- 
ing to Chelſea- Hoſpital, with military Honour, 
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